
 

Year 1 -Writing tasks. Week beginning 22.6.20 

Week 3 of Billy’s Bucket 

Task This week we are going to plan and write our own story in the same style as 

Billy’s Bucket. Your story can be your own name or a friend’s name – Tom’s 

Bucket, Heidi’s Bucket etc 

You can use the work you have been doing over the last 2 weeks to change the 

story and make it your own. So you will need to have these bits of work from 

last week to look at and copy into your story – 

● The bucket- description 

● The starter sentence – ‘Can I have a bucket for my birthday? 

● The 3 things that you said Dad would suggest as a birthday present 

● The objects that you drew for inside the bucket (your ones). 

● The noun phrases you wrote about the things in your bucket 

● The questions you wrote  

● The phrase  -“Of course you can, “ said Dad/ Mum. 

 

There is a boxed up story plan  for my example that will help you as well. 

There is one for the children to use as well. 

 

10 Begin by reading or listening to Billy’s Bucket again.  

Look at the text map.  

Look at the boxed up text for my example using insects.  

Can you see how it is the same as the original story?  

Some of the changes are like we talked about last week. 

Challenge: Plan your own Billy’s Bucket story.  

You can plan it using a text map (small pictures to tell the story or box it up – 

maybe with help from an adult)  

 

Remember to change –  

the title, main character 

the 3 things Dad suggests instead of a bucket  

what the bucket is like, where it is in the shop 

what you pop in the bucket to bring it alive when you get home,  

the things you see in the bucket (repeat this part-3 or 4 times),  

what mum/dad asks to borrow the bucket for,  

what happens the next day, (can be just a picture, no words) 

how you get the things back in the bucket. (hours, fire engine, cranes?) 

 

Role play your story – using the bucket and the items you drew for inside.  

Get to know the pattern of you story. Tell it out loud to your toys/mum/dad. 

 



Remember to - 

Discuss with your child - What they could fill the bucket with to make it come 

alive – soil, glitter, leaves, twigs, fairy dust…. 

 

Discuss with your child how you can change the ending – 

● When mum and dad ask to borrow the bucket – it could be - to fill a 

paddling pool, to wash car, to wash windows, to water plants, to collect 

weeds, etc, 

● When the thing gets tidied away at the end how many hours, fire 

engines, cranes will it take? 

11 Write your story. Try to write the beginning and the middle today. 

 

You could choose to do it as a comic strip or a story- you decide.  

You can use the mini book template if you have a printer or make a book of 

your own or write the story and draw a picture. Use one page of the mini book 

for each “box” of the planning. You will need two mini books for the 8 pages/ 8 

boxes. You may need more pages if you do 3-4 descriptions of what you can 

see in your bucket.  

Ask an adult help to alter the page numbers for you. Thanks. 

 

Remember to follow your plan and tryto use the parts you have already written 

– like the noun phrases. These can be copied from your book into your story.  

  

If you like you can draw the pictures first then do the writing after. 

 

12 Write the end of your story/ Edit your story – check your spelling and your 

punctuation. Have you used really interesting noun phrases.  

 

Get a grown up to help with the spellings. Check your common exception words 

are spelt correctly. 

 

13 Add illustrations to help tell the story.  Colour them in carefully. 

 

Make a front cover for your mini book – include a title and picture. 

Write a blurb for the back – even add a ISBN number and a price. 

 

Share your story - Send your teacher a photo of your work or a video of you 

reading your version of the story. 

 

14 Use today to finish off any English tasks from the last 3 weeks on Billy’s 

Bucket.  Well done! 
 

 


