
Awesome athletes compete at the Winter Games 2019!  

A county winner and podium positions for two Southmead 

teams at the County Finals! 

Right at the end of March, 26 children from Years 4 and 6 travelled to Torbay to take part in 

the annual Devon Winter Games. We had qualified for the cross country running county finals by 

winning the Stephen’s Shield regional competition against a field of 30 other schools from 

across North Devon. Now we now faced even greater challenge: competing against the teams 

who had also qualified as finalists in similar running competitions from the other 6 regions 

across Devon. We would be competing against the best of the best!  

 

After a chilly and very early departure from school, and a long journey down to Paignton, we 

arrived to glorious South Devon sunshine. We met the School Games mascot, and waited eagerly 

for the opening ceremony to begin. This year the ceremony featured a primary-age dance troupe 

performing dances inspired by the Lion King, as well as an appearance by two British 

Paralympians. Although there were over a thousand children at the event, we had ringside seats, 

which meant we had a spectacular view of some more amazing BMX flatwork from 3x Guinness 

World Record holder and Winter Games regular, Matti Hemmings. 

   

   
Roaring success: Curlews Dance 

Academy Lion King performance. 

The children are joined by the 

Devon School Games mascot. 

BMX ballet: freestyle flatwork by 

Matti Hemmings. 

 

The ceremony closed with a reading of the Games’ Promise, encouraging all the children to 

respect the rules of their sport, and to compete in a spirit of sportsmanship, for the glory of 

their sport and the honour of their team. So with this encouragement, the Southmead team 

headed out to find the cross country course. The Clennon Valley course begins on grass, but 

includes a long woodland section and three lakes, complete with angry swans! The course ends in 

a small field with a cheeky little hill; just enough to finish off already exhausted runners. 

Undaunted, the Year 4 girls got ready for the first race of the day.  

 

   
On the start line:  

84 Yr4 girls ready to race. 

Yr4 girls: Lyra, Grace, Marcie, Mia, 

Bebe, Hermione (Ameilie, reserve). 

And they’re off! Lyra and Grace 

making a super sprint start!  
 

We were very impressed by the brilliant start that the girls made … but as the pack tore away 



up the field, Marcie limped off of the course. There had been a collision at the start and she 

had been caught in the face. Sadly Marcie retired from the race. What a disaster! So after an 

anxious wait, we were overjoyed by the sight of a Southmead shirt out near the front of the 

pack! Lyra had made it through the woodland section and was running strongly in second place … 

would she make it into first? Absolutely! She had run a brilliantly tactical race, shadowing the 

leader then effortlessly moving up a gear to streak past her rival. Putting a clear distance 

between them before heading into the final field, she crossed the finish line to claim 

Southmead’s first (and only) first place! The fastest Year 4 girl in the county! With Bebe in 15th 

and Grace and Mia just behind, our Year 4 girls’ team had achieved a very creditable score. 

 

   
Yr4 boys: Tane, Harry, Sid, Ruben, 

Leo, Alfie  (and Brook, our reserve). 

Go! 

Tane streaks away from the start.  

Harry and Tane neck and neck, with 

only 100m to go . . .  

 

Next up were the Year 4 boys. Full of excitement and nerves on the start line, but off to a 

super start, the boys looked like they would give the Year 4 girls a run for their money. And 

they didn’t disappoint! Maintaining his early sprint position, Tane came out of the woodland 

section just behind the leader and well out in front of the pack. Only a few places behind, 

Harry was closing the gap rapidly, with Ruben only a few places behind him. But Harry had been 

biding his time and with only a hundred meters to go, he eased past Tane to clinch the lead for 

Southmead. Both boys ran a fantastic final stretch, giving everything they had, to come in a 

fabulous 6th and 7th: both in the top 10 of the county! And with Ruben just behind in a splendid 

15th and Sid in a tenacious 45th, the team had secured third place and very well-deserved 

Bronze medals!  

 

   
Yr6 girls. Left: Amber, Honey, Poppy, Annie, Rosemary and Martha. 

Right: Poppy, Elise, Ruby, Holly, Gabriella and Grace. 

Running round the 

final bend: Honey. 

 

Encouraged by the super results achieved by both Year 4 teams, the Year 6 girls assembled on 

the start line. Veterans of the Winter Games, many of the girls in this team had raced this 

course two years ago, when they were Year 4s themselves. This time it was longer: although 

2km isn’t a long cross county distance, it is a very long way at hard-fought racing-speed. The 

girls rose to the challenge magnificently, making a fantastic start. They were round the first 

lap of the field, half a km in, when our second disaster struck: Poppy W limped off the course, 



as the pack raced by. After a short recovery, Poppy very bravely decided to get back into the 

race. She had lost her great starting position, but she caught up with Grace, who kindly ran 

with her around the rest of the course: what a wonderful team! The Year 4s and the adults 

could only wait to see how the rest of the Year 6s had done … We didn’t have long to wait! 

Amber hurtled into the final field, out ahead of the pack, pursuing just three other runners, to 

finish with a fabulous 4th. Not far behind her and still in the top 10, Honey raced across the 

finish line in 8th. With Annie in 25th and Martha in 42nd, the girls had run an incredible race, and 

claimed third place and bronze medals at the awards ceremony! 

 

What a competition! A fastest in the county, a 4th a 6th a 7th and an 8th in the county AND two 

team podium positions! What a fantastic result! Well done EVERYONE!   

 

But we weren’t finished yet. The Winter Games provides a whole range of different taster 

sports and we had a fantastic time trying as many as we could fit into the remainder of our day. 
 

   
En Guarde! The Year 6 girls practise 

lunge, parry and riposte. 

Martha completing a tricky Taekwondo 

Twimyo Chagi (flying kick). 

Mia practising rugby tackling and 

taking down her opponent! 

 
 

 
Year 4 girls and boys teams. Year 6 girls running team. 

   
Bachi up! The Year 4 children during 

their taiko drum tutorial. 

Amber showing a flair for BMX 

flatwork freestyle.  

Athletics activities: the Year 6 girls 

just can’t get enough of the running! 

 

 

Finally, well done to ALL of the Southmead runners, including all of 

those there is not space to mention here. Yet again you ran in fiercely 

competitive races, performed spectacularly and behaved brilliantly!  I 

really enjoyed sharing the day with you and I am very proud of you!   

Keep running!    Dr Corney. 
 

Thank you! We couldn’t have attended this amazing day without the 

brilliant support of five very helpful parents, so thank you for coming 

along and helping our team participate on this very large site, keeping 

the children safe among all of the other competitors and adults. 

Mr Ogden, Mrs Dunn, 

Mrs Chambers-Wilson, 

Mrs Langley-Walker, 

Mrs Richards. 
 


