
 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

  

 

Selection for school sports competitions. 

As a school, we have entered a number of competitive sporting events recently. As a result of this 

involvement, we have received a number of queries from parents asking us to outline our policy and 

procedures for the selection of competitors for such events. 

 

Firstly it is important to draw a distinction between the different types of events which are organised 

or attended by the school: 

1. those which seek to enhance the participation of all children in sporting activities (such as multi-

sport or tennis festivals); 

2. those specifically designed for children who might have an ability impairment of some kind 

(equality games); 

3. those designed to develop sports leaders or talented individuals (e.g. Gifted and Talented events); 

4. those designed to encourage less active or economically disadvantaged children (Government 

criteria); and 

5. those where children will be competing against some of the best athletes from other schools. 

 

As far as possible, we will always encourage all children to take part in whole-class/year-group 

participation or engagement activities, and events developed for individuals of particular need. As a 

school it is our responsibility to identify these individuals and to provide opportunities for them. 

 

In terms of competitive events, it is the school’s policy to enter with a view to winning. In fact the 

organisers of such events often specify that they expect schools to select only those children who 

demonstrate a certain level of competence, skill, or endurance for such an activity. As such, we will 

always endeavour to identify our best athletes for each event. This means that we will prepare and 

assess children during PE lessons, check data from prior assessments and events, and talk to class 

teachers or club leaders for particular sports, where appropriate. We will also discuss with the pupils 

any involvement they may have in out-of-school activities (e.g. being members of sporting clubs). For 

certain events (including any for which we are fortunate enough to have a large number of potential 

competitors) we will also attempt to hold selection events. These may be held during school time or 

after school, as appropriate to the sport and the number of children involved. It is always our aim to 

select the best children that we can, and as objectively as possible. 

 

We also listen to parents, who are well placed to provide us with up-to-date information about their 

own child’s competency within a particular sport. If you would like your child to be considered for 

selection for a particular competition (e.g. if they attend a particular after-school club you think we 

may not know about, or if you feel that they have significantly improved in a particular sport, 

recently), please speak to your child’s class teacher. The calendar of sporting events is available on the 

Sports noticeboard and the school website, if you would like to check the dates of forthcoming events. 

 

We always welcome ideas from parents regarding ways in which we could improve our response to 

sporting competitions. If you have a comment you would like to make, please put it in writing and hand 

it to the school office. 
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