
 
  

We are a two-form entry and our Early Years Foundation Stage classes are called Hermit 
Crabs and Starfish. You will be allocated to one of these classes depending on siblings that 
have already been with us, your friendship groups, and staff appropriate to your medical 
needs. We want you to have the best experience possible, and strive to make the best 
choice for you. Please remember to email admin@southmead.devon.sch.uk a list of 
siblings, friends, medical needs, and the name of the Pre-schools you are attending. 

Both classes are set up in a similar manner. The teachers follow the same 
curriculum and plan and assess together. The whole team work together to set up 
engaging classrooms and outdoor learning environments. The children have access to 
both classrooms at certain times of the day and share the covered outdoor area. We have 
a back garden where we plant seeds and grow our own vegetables. There is a mud kitchen, 
construction site, performance stage, sensory area and minibeast homes. EYFS children 
also have access to the KS1 playground, field, trim-trail, and climbing fort. We usually swap 
topics every half term with new role-play areas, books, toys and discovery trays. 
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We are committed to safeguarding and  
promoting the welfare of children and  
young people, and expect all staff, volunteers and governors 
to share this commitment. We endeavour to provide a safe 
and welcoming environment where children are respected 
and valued. We follow internal procedures to ensure that 
children receive effective support and protection. 
 

Mr Plumb 
Head Teacher 

 

In EYFS, the children get a combination of independent 
learning time, guided group teaching, whole class teaching, 
and adult initiated activities. Throughout the year the 
timetable will change but generally we have Phonics, 
Literacy and Maths in the morning and topic-based activities 
in the afternoon. In Literacy and Maths we do a carousel of 
activities over the whole week, giving the children an 
opportunity to work in a small group with their teacher, and 
with a teaching assistant. Most activities are practical and 
play based, however every child will be given a book to write 
in increasingly over the year to help prepare them for Year 
One. 
We use an online Learning Journey to document your child’s 
learning development. We will send home photos and 
comments every half term. We will need your consent for us 
to take photos of your child for this programme, and special 
events. Please complete the Home School Partnership 
Permission Form in your Admissions pack. 
 



    

Each child will be allocated a House 
team; red, green, yellow, or blue. 
Siblings belong to the same House. 
These houses will be used at sports 
events and the children can earn points 
to win a non-uniform day each term. 
They earn points by following the 
school’s values, ‘respect, equality, self-
confidence, perseverance, enjoyment, 
curiosity, trust’.  Children will practice 
getting changed into their PE kits once a 
week. For more information on Uniform 
please visit our web page 
www.southmead.devon.sch.uk/uniform  

                              All EYFS and KS1 children are offered one  
                              piece of free fruit for their morning 
                              snack.  The choice changes daily and with 
                              the seasons. You may wish to send             
                              additional fruit in with your child that you  
                                      know they like. We ask that all children     
                                      bring in a small named bottle of water.  
                                            This will be easily accessible 
throughout the day, and additional drinking water is 
available on tap in the classrooms. At lunch time children 
can choose between a cup of water or milk. 
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Farah 

Hawking 
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Once a week we award someone ‘Star of the 
Week’. This is awarded to a child in the class 
who has done something extra special such 
as, being kind to others, working hard, or 
giving activities a go. The Star of the Week 
receives a certificate and will take home the 
class teddy for the weekend. We will include 
the teddy’s diary for you to add an entry of 
the fun things you get up to together.  
 We have a traffic light system to 
reward good behaviour on a daily basis. Each 
child has a named peg and every morning the 
children will begin on green. They can 
progress up to gold and then platinum to 
receive a sticker at home time. However, they 
can also move down the pegs to yellow and 
then on to red. This follows our behaviour 
policy for sanctions and you will be informed. 
 

          The school day starts at 8.50am. Parents are  
          asked to wait outside the gates on the  
          playground until this time. The playground gates  
          are unlocked at 8:30am. For the first half of term 

(Autumn 1) we welcome parents to come into the EYFS 
cloakroom area to support your child settling in. After this 
(Autumn 2) the children will be expected to come in from the 
gate independently.  

        The school day finishes at 3.10pm when the  
        children will be ready to go home. The classes will  
        be lined up and the teacher will release the  
        children one at a time as their named adult 

comes forward to the gate. We will only send your child 
home with those people you have named on their contact 
form. If you ask a friend or neighbour to help, you will need 
to let the class teacher or reception know. This is to 
safeguard your child.  
 

School Dinners are free to all EYFS and KS1 children, and new menus are sent out regularly 
throughout the year.  There are several options every day; a main meal with meat or fish, a 
vegetarian option, a jacket potato with various toppings, or a cold filled roll. There are 
always several options for pudding such as jelly, crumble, or flapjack, and there is always 
fruit and yoghurt on offer. We are a nut free school and can cater to other allergies that you 
inform us of. Staff stay for the start of the meal to support children with using a knife and 
fork, but do please practise. We would remind all parents on Income Support or Job Seekers 
Allowance that they should still register for free school meals when they enrol their child in 
school, as this can help their child’s school to attract additional ‘pupil premium‘ funding to 
support learning.  For more information please speak to our office staff on 01271 812448. 
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             We ask that you try very hard to ensure your child is  
             ready for school in a few areas. Firstly, that they can  
             go to the toilet by themselves and wipe their own 
bottom. We will of course help if they ask, but want to limit 
lost teaching time. Secondly, that they can recognise their 
name written in lower case, and are beginning to write it. 
Please practise taking shoes on and off too. Thank you. 
 

The children will require a bookbag. We expect these to come into school  
every day. We will put new reading books in on Monday and there will be  
letters added throughout the week. It is also a handy place to put your  
child’s lovely drawings and pictures. These are placed altogether in a box  
at the start of each day. We suggest that you put an identifiable keyring  
or ribbon on the handle so that your child can easily locate their bag when they need to. 
 


