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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I know I say it most weeks, but it seems like it was only yesterday that it was Monday!  What a fabulous week we have had. 
 
Monday saw us launch Online Safety week, drawing children's awareness to staying safe online.  I have to say, children 
were insightful and thoughtful about their online safety.  We discussed a range of apps and situations that might occur when 
they are on the internet.  Our children considered how their online choices could affect others and what to do if they felt un-
safe.  They were amazing. 
 
Tuesday saw our Full Governing Body meet.  We welcomed our new parent Governor, Mrs Anne Duthuit and it was a very 
positive and productive meeting.  All of our meetings' minutes can be found on our website. 
 
The smells that wafted around our school on Wednesday were delightful.   As we continue to work with the Children's Uni-
versity, our Year 3 children were taught about healthy food choices and prepared some quite exquisite dishes!  The vegetar-
ian pasta was a personal favourite but the chicken stir-fry looked delicious too. 
 
On Thursday afternoon, staff attended Vocabulary Training.  This was Session 5 from a Babcock training package.  As we 
strive to develop Reading and Writing across the school, we have enrolled on a Vocabulary programme.  If children do not 
understand some of the words they are reading, they will not be able to access the text and gain meaning from the what 
they are reading.  With this is mind, we are ensuring our Guided Reading and Literacy lessons support and develop our chil-
dren's vocabulary bank whilst ensuring a balance of just reading for pleasure - if you unpick something too much, you can 
lose the enjoyment! 
 
Whilst mentioning Reading, I would like to personally thank everyone who supported our Scholastic Book Fair.  We have 
been rewarded with £660 in commission which is a phenomenal amount.  This money has already been reinvested into your 
children's learning.  We have just placed an order for World Atlases, Junior Dictionaries and Oxford Standard Dictionar-
ies.  These will support Topic, Reading, Writing (particularly with our Vocabulary in mind) and a variety of other subjects 
across our broad curriculum.  However, we are still looking to develop our Reading opportunities further and Miss Brooks is 
currently engaged in a Library project.  She is looking to develop and re-stock our library for all ages and abilities.  Currently, 
we have a lot of non-fiction books and would be very grateful for any donations of primary aged texts, including stories and 
poems.  There will be a large collection tub in the front office from Monday morning.  1 house-point will be given for every 
book donated. 
 
This brings me to this half-term's winning House - Farah!  Well done!  All pupils in Farah (Red) can come into school next 
Thursday (14th February) in non-uniform.  This is our third celebration and the children are really responding to our school 
values and demonstrating them in abundance! 
 
I am sure you have all seen our new gates.  They look fantastic but what's more, our children have said how much safer 
they feel with them.  This week already, we have started to utilise the bungalow far more and our children's learning is really 
benefiting from this additional resource.  However, even with this, I am saddened to inform you that last weekend, we had a 
theft at school.  Thieves broke in to steal lead off our roof which has caused not only great physical damage and water dam-
age but also financial damage to our school budget.  These unscrupulous people must be stopped and if you have seen any 
strange activity, late at night, police have requested you inform them in the first instance.  Thank you for your help. 
 
Finally, our Southmead Rocks seem to have caused a frenzy across Braunton.  Thank you for hiding them with your chil-
dren.  People from all areas of our community have returned them and have all been entered into a prize draw.  The winner 
will receive a £20 voucher for a local business.  This is all to celebrate our 50th academic year.  We also have a fund-
raising Community Car Boot Sale, next Saturday (16th February - weather permitting) with all funds going towards re-
sources for our pupils.  Please ring the office to book a space.  (If we do not get enough interest we will have to postpone.) 
 
Have a great weekend and I look forward to seeing you on Monday morning! 
 
Mr Plumb 
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Golden Table of the week 

KS1 KS2 

EllaBrooke M 1SHR Josh H 4POR  

Teddy C-W 1SHR  Alfie M 4POR 

Jack H 1SHR  Florrie H 5OTT 

Winter S 1SHR  Kelsey L 6BLE 

Lunchtime Class of the week 

KS1 KS2 

2 Sandpipers  4 Dolphins 

Class Attendance % 

0HER  92.66 

0STA  91.82 

1PER  91.38 

1SHR  96.13 

2SAN  94.29 

2KIT  93.64 

3CUR  98 

3PUF  99.62 

4POR  90.74 

4DOL  97.74 

5OTT  93.23 

5/6GRE  97.19 

6BLE  90.36 

Star of the Week 

0HER Lily B 

0STA Teddy G 

1PER Paddy H 

1SHR Autumn  G-G 

2SAN Ace C  

2KIT Mia B 

3CUR Connor B 

3PUF Emily C 

4POR Memphis S 

4DOL Leah P  

5OTT Jude M 

5/6GRE Luke B 

6BLE Shy M 

Coming up... 

Tue 12th Feb Swimming Gala (selected children) 

Tue 12th Feb 6pm Year 6 Residential Parent Talk (Year 5 

parents) 

Thu 14th Feb Dental Checks (selected EYFS/Y1 children) 

Thu 14th Feb Non-Uniform Day - Farah House 

Thu 14th Feb Cake Sale after school  

Fri 15th Feb Non Uniform Day Pitch in a £1 - North Devon 

Hospice (all pupils and staff) 

Sat 16th Feb Community Car Boot Sale at Southmead 

PE Kit and Participation  
At Southmead, we believe that PE in school is very important. Regular physical activity promotes the devel-
opment of strength and stamina, motor skills, reflexes, and posture. It can help to develop confidence and an 
understanding of physical health. However, some children dislike traditional PE and some families struggle 
to provide the PE elements of school uniform. We understand these concerns and would like to outline sev-
eral ways in which we are currently working to address them.  
As you know, we recently spent some money from the annual Sports Premium PE budget to purchase a 
small number of items of spare PE kit for each class (two full kits per class). These items are available to be 
lent to children who have forgotten or do not have full PE kit for their timetabled PE session. Staff across the 
school have been very impressed with the difference that these spare PE kits have made. Previously, not 
having PE kit might have meant 5-6 children missing each PE session. But classes now frequently report 
100% PE participation! What a result! It has even led to the rediscovery of several sets of 'missing' PE kits! :) 
Because it is cold at the moment, we would also like to remind you that we have recently extended the stan-
dard PE kit to include a black or grey sweatshirt (in addition to Southmead sweatshirts), which can be worn 
over the white PE T-shirt, as well as black or grey tracksuit bottoms. 
To help engage children more readily in PE, we have also recently purchased an exciting new PE teaching 
scheme which will soon be rolled out across the school. The scheme is called 'RealPE' and it aims to engage 
and challenge EVERY child (whatever their level of development) to develop fundamental movement skills 
(FUNs). We are planning to use this approach in tandem with more traditional games and gymnastics se-
quences. So if your child mentions to you that they had a 'RealPE' lesson, ask them what they did and 
whether they enjoyed it!  
We welcome all feedback about these changes. 
Mrs Priddis & Dr Corney. 

HANDi App 
With coughs, colds and fevers about you might find this app useful:- 
https://new.devon.gov.uk/eycs/if-your-child-is-unwell-consult-handi-this-winter/?
utm_source=social&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=sexualhealth_social 

We have our first winner of Southmead Rocks!  
Congratulations to Polly Cole who wins a £20 voucher for The 
Quay, well done!!  Keep searching ......... 

SOL are a local charity language school based in 
Barnstaple and Bideford and have student/teacher 
groups visiting from Eastern Europe throughout the 
year in Barnstaple peaking in the summer.  They are 
looking for host families to offer accommodation for 
visiting students and their teachers. If you would like 
further information you can have a look at the web-
site. www.sol.org.uk 

Parents Evenings 
Please sign up to see your child’s 
class teacher on either Tues 26

th
, Wed 

27
th
 or Thu 28

th
 Feb. Sign up sheets 

are on your child’s classroom door. 

Cancelled Clubs 
Film Club on Thu 14

th
 or Thu 28

th
 Feb 

Tennis on Tue 26
th
 Feb 

Skills 2 Play on Thu 28
th
 Feb 

Netball on Thu 28
th
 Feb 

 

Clubs still running 
DWG Training on Tue 26

th
 Feb 

http://www.sol.org.uk/

