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Southmead School Newsletter 

Issue 29 – June 2018  
 
Coming Up..... 

    

Monday 25th – Friday 29th June  Residential   Year 6 

 Thursday 28th June 2.15pm  Open Afternoon  All 

 Friday 29th June 3.20pm   EYFS Open Afternoon New EYFS only 

 

Tesco School Uniform Service 

We can confirm that although Tesco Direct will cease to operate as of Monday 9th July, they will still 

continue to provide the embroidered uniform service.  See attached flyer. 

 

Tennis Superstar – Olly Latu – ARC U10 Champion! 

On Thursday 31st May (a very hot day!) at the Atlantic Racquet Centre 

in Bideford, Olly took part in  a tennis tournament formally known as The 

Westward Ho! Tournament.  As well as the Trophy he won a tumbler 

from Dartington Crystal  He played exceptionally well and this is what 

Olly’s coach, Hannah, wrote on The Tarka Tennis Facebook page about 

his performance: 

“The star of the day goes to an U10 player who won the event. Oliver 

Latu played some of the best tennis of his life and the best green final 

I’ve seen in a long time. Well done to his opponent from Ilfracombe who 

also fought for every point. It was exceptional tennis from both players.  

Coach very proud.” 

 

 

 

Sports Day 

Please note the change of date – Sports Day will now be on Tuesday 10th July with the reserve 

date being Thursday 12th July. 

 

Bicycles and Scooters in school 

Please remind your children that they should walk their bicycles and scooters from the main gates on 

Wrafton Road through the school grounds to the bike shed.   

 

Water Bottles 

Please ensure your child brings a water bottle into school daily with fresh water.  When the weather 

is particularly warm it is vital the children stay hydrated throughout the day. 

 

 

 



Leaving Southmead? 

If you are leaving the area/moving schools, please inform the school office as soon as you are aware.  

We have a leaving form for you to complete which we are required by Devon County Council to ask you 

to complete. 

 

 

Children’s University Passports 

Sarah Davies will be in school on Wednesday 4th July to check passports.  Please bring them to the 

school office by 8.50am on the 4th. 

 

Ticks 

Please see the attached the flyer on ticks.  We have had a couple of reported incidences this week so 

it is important to be vigilant. 

 

Schools Shout Out 

Listeners of Radio Devon in the afternoon will recognise the “Schools Shout Out” section of the show.  

Anya Finlay’s grandparents nominated Class KH to give a shout out after Anya heard it on the radio at 

their house!  If you missed it on Monday 4th June it will be available on the BBC iPlayer until 3rd July: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p067vpxb 

  

Donations 

Thank you to Juliette for her donation of mega blocks and Sarah Rackham for her donation of books 
  
 

Wanted! 

Class KC would like donations of nearly new toys for their Summer Fair stall – please bring them to 

the school office. 

We would also like donations of old tents/materials for den making   

 

Report on Year 2 Mini Red Tennis Tournament 

Wednesday 6th June 

 

On Wednesday 6th May, the Year 2 ‘red ball’ tennis competition was held at the Tarka Tennis Centre 

where 21 teams came to compete from across 8 North Devon schools. 

The year 2 children were extremely excited and the turn-out from pupils to try out for the 

competition was high! Southmead were fortunate to take 3 teams of 4 pupils, with the majority of 

children dedicated to attending tennis clubs outside of school. 

 

 

Team A: (Left to right) 

Quentin Sturley, Jo Cork, Lani Ashton, Ella Baker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p067vpxb


The morning saw all teams play 5 matches per person with the winner being the first to score 5 

points. The children were extremely focused on improving their games and winning as many points for 

their team as possible. The standard of tennis displayed was high and it was a hugely motivational 

experience for the teams. 

 

 

 

 

Team B: ( Left to right) 

Annie Nicholls, Luke Skarzynski, Jonah Winfield,  

Jenson Green 

 

 

 

 

Team C had the least tennis experience of all those attending from Southmead but the improvement 

they showed as a team was inspiring, with them progressing from winning 50% of the available points 

to 85% and 100%! A special mention goes to Finn Drake who only dropped 2 points out of all 5 

matches. 

 

 

Team C: (Left to right) 

Finn Drake, Sam Kielty, Ella Jones, Martha Merrilees 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Teams B and A both had a superb morning and made it through to the quarter-finals. The draws were 

tough and Southmead A faced Woolacombe B whilst Southmead B had to play West Buckland A. Team 

B played very well against West Buckland but unfortunately lost 11 vs 19. Another special mention 

needs to go to Luke who didn’t drop a single point in his quarter-final match! Team A and Woolacombe 

B both played fantastic tennis and were equally matched in capability. The quarter-final result saw an 

equal scoring of 17 points per team with Lani and Ella not dropping any. The umpire decided that a re-

match would be held, with the first player to 3 points. Team A was nervous and gathered for a chat 

to relieve the pressure and concentrate on winning one point at a time. The children focused and were 

supported by their team mates and parents. It was close but Southmead unfortunately lost 7 points 

to 10 with Woolacombe B going on to play in the final.  

   

We would like to say a huge thank you to all the parents and grandparents that helped transport, 

support and motivate children on the day and especially to Sarah Nicholls and Matt Cardew who were 

our parent co-ordinators for the day and, without which, we would not have been able to have 

attended the event. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This article was spotted on the Braunton History page on Thursday 7th June! 

 

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) 

How does it work in Devon? 

Sessions for parent carers 

What support is there for children with SEND? 

What is ‘assess, plan, do, and review’? 

What is the SEND Local Offer? 

We aim to help you understand the system in Devon. 

To book a place, click on the Eventbrite link. 

https://sendeventbraunton.eventbrite.co.uk 

Thursday 5th July 2018 

10am-12pm 

Southmead Primary School 

For more information, call 01392 383000 ask for SEND Local Offer 

Email: sendlocaloffer@devon.gov.uk 

 

 

 



Barnstaple Fringe Theatrefest  

The Fringe Theatrefest takes place over the weekend of 28th June to 1st July.  There are a huge 

number of events for families and children, in over 20 venues around Barnstaple.  Some are ticket 

only, but many are turn up and make a donation, or even free! There is something for everyone, so for 

more information, look up: 

                                                 www.Theatrefest.co.uk 

 

Charity Family Fun Day at North Devon District Hospital – Sunday 1st July 

A charity family fun day to celebrate the 70th birthday of the NHS will be held at North Devon 

District Hospital on Sunday 1st July from 10am-4pm. 

The day will be packed full of activities, with plenty of fun for all ages, including: 

·         Kids’ activities 

·         Tours of the hospital 

·         An entertainment stage with live music and dancing 

·         Food and drink from local suppliers 

·         Stalls 

·         Time capsule – write your message on a piece of history that will go into the foundations 

of the Cancer and Wellbeing Centre 

Tours will include a teddy bear tour for children – are there any poorly teddies out there? If teddy 

has a broken leg, bring him/her along and see what happens to make teddy better. Teddy will take a 

trip to the emergency department and will be looked after by the NHS, including a plaster cast you 

can take home. Teddy will finish the tour good as new and be given a badge for being so brave!  

The day is in aid of the Trust charity, Over and Above, and in support of the Cancer and Wellbeing 

Centre Appeal.   It will be free to attend and park at the event, although donations to Over and 

Above will be very welcome. 

For more information, please contact ndht.charity@nhs.net or ring 01271 311772. 

 

Football Sessions 

“Just Play Sports” are running a World Cup football session for BOYS and GIRLS in school years 3-6. 

The session is perfect for children who want to develop their football skills, meet new people, be 

active and have some fun. All children who attend the session will be entered into a draw to win 

an England football shirt plus have the opportunity to have their photo taken with the World Cup 

trophy.  It will be on Saturday 23rd June at Orchard Vale School Field between 11am-12pm at a cost 

of £4.  Please bring trainers and plenty to drink . To book a space please 

email kwjustplaysports@outlook.com or message 07853 008133. 

 

Saunton Golf Camps 

Beginner & Intermediate Junior Golf Camps 
(Juniors who have no golf handicap) 

Wednesday 8th August, 9.30am - 12.30pm, £20pp 

Thursday 30th August, 1.00pm - 4.00pm, £20pp 

Non members welcome. Please invite a friend to try golf. Equipment available.  
For more information or to book your child on to a golf camp please contact Saunton Pro Shop on 

01271 812013 or Email: proshop@sauntongolf.co.uk 

http://www.theatrefest.co.uk/
mailto:ndht.charity@nhs.net
mailto:kwjustplaysports@outlook.com
mailto:proshop@sauntongolf.co.uk


Velofest - A  Fun Family Weekend - 23/24th June 2018 

VELOFEST will be held at Coxleigh Barton, Shirwell, Barnstaple on Sat 23rd and Sun 24th June 2018.  

The festival is aiming to encourage a healthy lifestyle and fitness combined with the fun, 

entertainment and music of a festival environment.  

What's Happening? 

For adults there will be three cycling events over the weekend; 2 off road events on the Saturday 

and a road ride on the Sunday. There are activities from 12.00 on Saturday and live music acts 

from 5.00pm.  Guests are welcome to camp overnight. 

For the kids and ‘big’ kids there will be the following FREE activities:- 

Street Sledge (sledging on skateboards) 

Sparkle & Co. Facepainting 

Go-Kart Party South West  

South West Bouncy Castles 

Juggling Matt Lemon 

Cycle Confident - Learn to ride! big or small. You are never to old to learn! Perfect your skills 

on the skills course.  

Bike Service station. 

Bike Smoothie Maker! Peddle Power your own smoothie! 

Bike Art creator! Peddle power a masterpiece! 

Inflatable Assault Course - fun for big, small, old and young!  Anyone can have a go 

For full details and tickets visit:https://www.coxleigh.com/velofest/ 

 

CAN Play – Before and After School Club 

CAN Play run our before and after school club.  They can take children from 7.45am, provide 

breakfast and will make sure they are in class for registration.  This is held in the school hall.  The 

after school club is held in the Cherry Tree Cafe and runs until 6pm.  Registration forms can be 

provided by the school office.  If you have any questions please contact CAN Play on 07778 683769, 

01237 471972 or go to www.canplay.co.uk  There is a centralised booking and cancellations system.  If 

you want to book or cancel, please call the CAN Play office on 01237 471972 and leave message, text 

07778 683769 or email southmead@canplay.co.uk.   

 

 

Head Lice Check 

Although it is very difficult to prevent head lice, in an attempt to eliminate the prevalence of it in 

school we would encourage all parents and carers to do a weekly check of their child’s hair.  Regular 

detection combing can lead to early discovery and treatment.  For more information “NHS Choices” 

have a comprehensive webpage on the subject. 

 

http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/Head-lice/Pages/Introduction.aspx#prevention 

 

Cherry Tree Cafe 

“Pop in for a cuppa and a chat”  

Monday and Friday 

9am – 10am 
 

 

https://www.coxleigh.com/velofest/
http://www.canplay.co.uk/
mailto:southmead@canplay.co.uk
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/Head-lice/Pages/Introduction.aspx#prevention


Events and Activities 

 

Date Event/Activity Class/Year Group 

Mon 25th – Fri 29th Jun Residential Year 6 

Thu 28th Jun 2.15pm Open Afternoon 2.15pm All 

Fri 29th Jun Open Afternoon 3.20pm Sept 2018 EYFS parents 

   

Tue 3rd Jul Quince Honey Farm Year 2 

Tue 3rd Jul Braunton Academy Transition Year 6 

Tue 3rd Jul Governors Meeting All parents 

Thu 5th Jul Kwik Cricket Competition Year 5/6 

Mon 9th Jul Essex Dance Troupe Year 2 

Tue 10th Jul Sports Day All 

Thu 12th Jul Sports Day Reserve All 

Thu 12th Jul Kitty Whittington  Year 6 Parents 

Fri 13th Jul Reports to Parents All 

Fri 13th Jul Summer Fair All 

Fri 13th Jul G&T Day 3 Selected Year 6 

Tues 17th Jul Move up Morning All 

Wed 18th Jul Leavers Party Year 6 

Fri 20th Jul Celebration Assembly Year 6 Parents 

Fri 20th Jul Summer Term Ends All 

 

After School Clubs 

 

Club  Year Staff Member Day Collect from Finishes 

Country Dancing KS1 Mrs Wilsdon & Miss Wyles Mon Hall 4pm 

Football KS2 Mr Short Mon Yr 5/6 Patio 4.15pm 

      

X Country Running KS2 Mr Corney & Ms Woollam Tues Yr 5/6 Patio 4.15pm 

Spanish KS2 Miss Thompson Tues Class JT 4pm 

Marlins 4,5 & 6 Heather Burke Tues Hall 5.10pm 

      

Cricket KS2 Mr Cardew Wed  Field 4.15pm 

Sing & Swing KS1 Sophie Kerslake Wed Hall 4.15pm 

Art  KS2 James Young Wed Class AP 4.15pm 

Aikido All Phil Da Silva Wed Hall 6pm 

      

Creative Club EYFS Mrs Wilsdon Thu Class AW 4pm 

Rounders Yr 4,5 & 6 Mrs Priddis Thu Yr 4 Patio 4.15pm 

Skills 2 Play Yr 2 Mr Broadbent Thu Hall 4pm 

      

Lunchtime Clubs      

Home Learning KS2 Mrs Cooper Tues Class KC  

Mathletics Yr 2 Mrs Fryer Wed Class AF  

Recorder 4,5, & 6 Mrs Spear Thu Class NS  

Book Club 2 Mrs Finlay Fri Class AVF  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Regular Reminders 
 

Governors Meetings 

The Governors’ Meetings are held every half term. These meetings are held in public and as such, 

those of the school community including parents and carers, are encouraged to attend and sit in the 

public area to listen to the discussion. Those in the public area cannot participate in the meeting and 

will be asked to leave if matters of a confidential matter are discussed.  If you would be interested 

in attending a meeting of the Full Governing Body please contact Elaine McIntosh, the Clerk to the 

Governors, via the school office and she will be delighted to discuss this with you.  
 

Parent View 

Parent View gives you the chance to tell Ofsted what you think about your child’s school, from the 

quality of teaching to dealing with bullying and poor behaviour. The survey can be completed at any 

time; you don’t have to wait until the school is being inspected.  The information you provide will be 

used when making decisions about which schools to inspect and when.  Click ‘Give your views’ to 

register and complete a survey to help your child’s school improve.            

www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk 
 

Illness 
If your child is poorly and will not be in school, please inform the office as soon as possible.  We have 

a dedicated phone line for absences where you can leave a message even out of office hours.  You will 

need to phone every day your child is absent, unless they have had sickness and diarrhoea when it is 

Southmead school policy for your child to be absent from school for 48 hours after the last bout of 

being poorly.  This is to reduce the spread of germs to the rest of the children.   
 

 Attendance and Absence 
If your child is going to be absent for any reason during the school day you should collect an absence 

form from the office.  As much notice as possible is required for it to be authorised and returned to 

the class teacher before the child is taken out of school. 
 

It is important for your child to attend school regularly as it has been proven that children can only 

do their best and flourish at school if they are present on a regular basis.  Children who are late for 

school and who miss school, often achieve less well than their peers. They also lack self esteem and 

find it difficult to build and maintain friendships.   
 

The school has a duty to monitor children’s attendance. It is a priority issue for Ofsted and it is the 

school’s duty to keep abreast of any circumstances that mean your child is not in school. Any time 

requested out of school holidays are only authorised if there are exceptional circumstances.  If you 

take your child on holiday in term time, without the prior approval of the school, you are liable for a 

cash penalty and in extreme cases there are legal implications for parents who do not act within the 

law.  
 

Contact Details 

Please notify the school office as soon as possible if any of your contact details change.  This 

includes mobile phone numbers, work numbers and people that you have put as extra contacts who 

may not be in the area any more. 
 

Free School Meals 
If your circumstances have changed and you think you may be entitled to free school meals, please 

follow the link below for more information or to apply online.  Apply online by downloading an 

application form (862KB - pdf help) and emailing it to the Free School Meals Team at 

freeschoolmeals@devon.gov.uk or call the Customer Service Centre on 0845 155 1019. 

http://www.devon.gov.uk/freeschoolmealsform.pdf
http://www.devon.gov.uk/freeschoolmealsform.pdf
http://www.devon.gov.uk/internet_viewers_and_plug-ins.htm
mailto:freeschoolmeals@devon.gov.uk

