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Hello everyone, 

 

I know I previously said that Friday's edition was our last Newsletter of the year BUT we have been 

celebrating Christmas in such style, I thought it would be lovely to share a glimpse of all that our 

children have experienced over the last few days! 

 

Last week saw our mischievous Christmas Elf come to visit.  The 

children really enjoyed finding him around the school, whether it be 

hiding in the Christmas tree, causing havoc in the classrooms or 

getting caught up in the Christmas lights in the dinner hall!  

 

Our fabulous Southmead Friends' Association organised our 

Christmas Fair - raising £611.50!  This is only achieved from their 

meticulous planning, dedication and with you and your children 

attending.  All of the money will go directly to improve and 

enhance your children's learning and school experience. 

 

Christmas Jumper day raised £128.71 for Save the Children   

 

Also, some of our fantastic singers warmed the ears of the Braunton community by performing at 

Carols on the Green.  We had soloists and a mix of children from across the school, including our Year 

1 and 2 Nativity singers, singing a range of Christmas songs.  It was a pleasure to be invited and join 

in with the village's festivities.  Thank you to all who attended and our staff who supported this 

event. 

 

 

 

 

 

During Monday afternoon, I was joined by some pupils in 

planting our very own Christmas tree at the front of our 

school.  Children had requested a tree to 'grow with them' 

which I thought was a lovely idea and Mole Valley Farmers 

kindly donated a potted tree.  Joseph, Esme, Thomas and 

Mila can be seen planting the tree.  We had great fun 

doing it and I can't wait to see the tree grow with our 

children. 

 

 



Monday evening provided an opportunity for our Year 3's and their families to enjoy our Christingle 

hosted by St Brannock's Church.  The children sang beautifully and I was very proud of them all. 

 

 
 

Tuesday, saw our Carol Concert take place - albeit at a different venue.  Due to the inclement 

weather, we planned ahead and moved it to our own hall.  With the tree, kindly donated by St Johns 

Garden Centre, glistening in the background, the children certainly did themselves (and Southmead) 

proud.  Mrs Spears' class gave their readings clearly and the traditional songs were a delight to 

hear.  Thank you to Rev. Anne for coming to us and being part of our celebrations. Thank you too to 

all of the parents and friends who attended. 

 

 Finally, it was Christmas Dinner Day.  Whilst this can be a 

hectic and eventful lunchtime, I have to say it was an 

absolute pleasure.  As you can see, the hall looked 

amazing!  All of our staff worked so hard to create a 

Christmas 

Dinner to 

remember.  

The children 

said they 

loved the 

'posh feel 

with crackers and even serviettes.'  With music in the 

background and festive cheer in the air children 

enjoyed lunch with their friends, teachers, teaching 

assistants and mealtime assistants.  Everyone came 

together which made it really special.  Thank you to all 

involved. 

 

It just leaves me to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 

I look forward to welcoming you all back on 7th January 2019. 

 

Many festive cheers! 

 

Mr N Plumb 

 

 



Christmas Tree Decoration Winners! 

 
0HER 1PER 2SAN 3CUR 5OTT 5/6GRE 6BLE 

Rafferty F 

Erin B 

Thomas C 

Lily T 

Hazel P Jonah W 

Amber B 

Florrie H Isla N Summer S 

 

Class Attendance % for week ending Wednesday 19th December 

 

KS1 

0 Hermit Crabs 0 Starfish 1 Shrimps 1 Periwinkle 2 Sandpipers 2 Kittiwakes 

94.07 94.2 100 94.83 92.42 94.2 

 

KS2 

3 Curlews 3 Puffins 4 Porpoises 4 Dolphins 5 Otters 5/6 Grey 

Seals 

6 Blenny 

96.15 92.31 100 90.48 91.85 95.96 93.33 

 

Parent View 

Parent View gives you the chance to tell Ofsted what you think about your child’s school, from the 

quality of teaching to dealing with bullying and poor behaviour. The survey can be completed at any 

time; you don’t have to wait until the school is being inspected.  The information you provide will be 

used when making decisions about which schools to inspect and when.  Click ‘Give your views’ to 

register and complete a survey to help your child’s school improve.            

www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk 

 

Report on Year 5/6 Green Ball Tennis Competition 

Tarka Tennis Centre – November 2018 

 

Wednesday 14th November, saw the return of the Yr5/6 Doubles competition held at the Tarka 

Tennis centre. 

  

This event is the most challenging of all the Tennis competitions and requires not only a high level of 

skill but the ability to communicate and strategize with your partner! 

  

After another highly attended selection event, 3 teams of 2 were picked to represent Southmead; 

Team A – Ollie and Issi, Team B – Hamish and Rose, and Team C – Tommy and Jago. 

  

Team A – Olly and Issi 

 

The event was run as three individual competitions for each team based on 

the equivalent level of skill, with 10 other schools across North Devon 

attending. 

  

Over the course of the morning, the teams played five matches on full-

size courts with the winning team the first to win four games.  

 

Team A faced some very tough competition and at times had to really 

motivate each other to ensure they made the most of every point. All 

matches were    extremely close and Team A won 3 out of 5. 



Team B – Rose and Hamish 

 

Team B found great form within their partnership and won all 5 

matches across the morning; fantastic!  

Team C – Jago and Tommy 

 

 

 For Team C the doubles competition was 

an extremely rewarding experience that 

gave them the opportunity to learn how to 

umpire effectively and to really put into 

practice their ‘doubles’ skills. Team C overcame any apprehension and won 

4 out of 5 matches closely losing the fifth by one game. 

 

After lunch the teams nervously waited to hear who had made it through 

to the semi-finals; it was a fantastic result with all teams making the final 

four in their groups. This level of success was only matched by West 

Buckland and is a huge reflection on the children’s dedication to the 

sport. 

 

The semi-final matches were a tie-break to 7 points and saw close results for all teams. 

Team A vs Sticklepath A                           =             5 vs 7 

Team B vs Hollywell B                      =             4 vs 7. 

Team C vs West Buckland C           =             5 vs 7. 

All teams showed a huge amount of determination, team spirit and sportsmanship and proudly 

represented Southmead. 


