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Good afternoon everyone.  We 
have survived the first week back 
and the children and staff have 
been working very hard. 
 
Trips and Visits 
This week, our Year 2s went to 
Tarka Tennis where good fun was 
had by all.  They learnt a range of 
skills and the children did not stop 
talking about it upon their re-
turn.  Whilst the trip was fun and 
engaging, it also consolidated key 
PE skills that our children are learn-
ing as part of REAL PE. It 
also helps keep our children fit and 
active. 
 
Our Year 5s certainly made a day 
out of their trip - in school for 
7.45am and on the coach by 
8am!  They had a packed day in 
Bristol, visiting SS Great Britain as 
part of their Topic unit and a local 
synagogue, to consolidate their 
learning and understanding of the 
Jewish faith.  The children's behav-
iour was amazing (and commented 
on by several people during the 
course of the day) and again the 
enthusiasm they have shown for 
this topic has grown even more af-
ter this trip. 
Thank you to the staff and volun-
teers who organised and supported 
this trip - it couldn't have happened 
without you.  Thank you to all of the 
parents that woke their Year 5s up 
for an early start too - no easy task I 
am sure! 
 
Staff Training 
On Wednesday evening, you may 
have noticed an influx of visi-
tors.  Working with Devon Music 
Services (which is where we have 
been able to secure the hire instru-
ments from for our Year 5 and Year 
6 Guitar and Trumpet whole class 

lessons), we hosted Charanga Mu-
sic Training.  With over 60 teachers 
in attendance, from across our 
Trust and other schools in North 
Devon, we received additional train-
ing to support our teachers with the 
new interactive Charanga Music 
Curriculum that we have signed up 
for.  We all left singing ABBA tunes 
for the evening, as this is one of the 
Year 4 units of work. 
 
Clubs 
Once again after school clubs have 
started - despite the weather in 
some cases.  This week saw Fizz 
Pop Science Club start up and is 
yet another club / social opportunity 
for our pupils.  Whilst we continue 
to explore further clubs, particularly 
for Key Stage 1, the number of 
clubs we currently offer is extremely 
positive and shows the commitment 
of our staff to lead and/or organise 
these clubs for our children. 
 
Year 6 Residential (for current 
Year 5s) 
On Wednesday, we also welcomed 
Macca from Bude International.  He 
delivered a comprehensive outline 
to the annual Year 6 Residential, for 
our current Year 5 pupils and par-
ents.  If you missed the meeting or 
would like further information, 
please feel free to discuss with ei-
ther myself, Mr Short or Miss Ken-
shole. 
 
Football Fundraiser 
This week we have sent home infor-
mation about a football fund-
raiser.  Every day, we receive nu-
merous incentives like this to help 
improve our school and facilities/
opportunities we offer our chil-
dren.  I am a very keen believer that 
people/children should see where 
their funds are being spent.  As this  

is a football initiative, we will be util-
ising this money for two sets of foot-
ball goals on the field, the mainte-
nance and pitch markings, as well 
as other sports resources across 
the school, ensuring that EYFS, 
Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 pupils 
all benefit.  Thank you for your sup-
port. 
 
Big Sow 
On Monday 9th March, our fantastic 
Allotment Crew will be organising 
'The Big Sow.' Despite the weather, 
they have persevered and although 
we are still awaiting the soil to be 
delivered for the allotment beds, we 
are not far off... 
Thank you for all the donations of 
egg boxes, milk bottles and seeds.   

 
Books Sales 
After purchasing numerous new 
books for areas throughout the 
school, from our Book Fair, I am 
pleased to share we will be selling 
off some of the old books.  We have 
started this week, and it has been 
very successful, so we will be offer-
ing Years 3 - 6 to purchase books 
for 50p on Monday 2nd March - in 
the hall. 
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The Week ahead... 
We have further fun and games 
next week with the Year 2 Music 
Festival, EYFS Multi-Skills, Y6s 
Eden Trip, World Book Day and the 
Big Sow.  Just another normal 
week! 
 
Covid 19 
Information for parents 
Devon Public Health have put to-
gether a website aimed at residents 
which brings together all the rele-
vant public links to information 
about Coronavirus.  
  
I have been asked if schools would 
direct parents to this website as it is 
makes finding the right national in-
formation easier.   
  
The link is on the front page of the 
DCC website and also here for your 
information. https://
www.devonnewscentre.info/
coronavirus-advice-from-public-
health-england/ 
  

COVID 19 (Coronavirus) 
  
Dear Parents 
 
We’ve been following the news 
about the recent outbreak of COVID 
19 (Coronavirus) and received up-
dates and guidance from County 
and Public Health England. 
We’re not aware of any families 
who have been away in Category 1 
areas.  These are based around 
several specific towns in Northern 
Italy where all recent visitors are 
required to take immediate action.  
(https://
assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/
government/uploads/system/
uploads/attachment_data/
file/868103/
Map_showing_specified_areas_of_I
taly_250220.pdf). 
  
It is essential that any family who 
have been to Northern Italy over the 
half term break, go to the websites 
above and follow the guidance 
there. 
Please get in touch if you have any 
questions, but hopefully you can 
find everything you need in the links 
here. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/
publications/covid-19-specified-
countries-and-areas and 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/wuhan
-novel-coronavirus-information-for-

the-public 
We will continue to monitor the 
situation carefully and take any ac-
tion that is advised. 
 
Attendance 
Why is good Attendance impor-
tant? 
Children with good attendance have 
a better chance of achieving their 
best and flourishing in school.  It 
builds their self esteem and allows 
them to make and maintain friend-
ships. 
 
What do we expect at South-
mead? 
We expect every child to strive to 
achieve 98% attendance over the 
year. 
 
Why do we monitor Attendance? 
Daily attendance is monitored for 
safeguarding purposes.  If your 
child is absent and no reason has 
been given we will call you to find 
out why they are not in school. This 
is to rule out something that may 
have happened on the way to 
school.  If attendance starts to be-
come a concern there are ways we 
can help through the School Home 
Liaison Officer and School Nurse 
Referrals.    More serious atten-
dance concerns are dealt with by 
our Education Welfare Officer – 
Linda Webster.  Those with atten-
dance below 90% are automatically 
referred to the EWO. 
 
What happens when you are 
Late? 
If your child is not in class by 9am 
they will need to be signed in at the 
school office.  Children arriving after 
9am will receive a late mark.  Those 
arriving after 9.10am will receive a 
U code which means the registers 
have closed and minutes late after 
9.10am will be noted. 
 
What to do in case of Absence? 
Call 01271 812448 and leave a 
message on the 24hr absence line.  
Report the absence via the South-
mead App.  
 
What happens when Attendance 
becomes a concern? 
Initial concerns are reported to the 
Headteacher.  Early help includes 
phone calls/meetings with our 
Home Liaison Officer and  School 
Nurse Referrals.  The Education 
Welfare Officer is alerted when  

regular attendance monitoring 
picks up children with less than 
90% attendance. 
 
Coughs Colds and Medications 
With coughs, colds and tempera-
tures becoming common amongst 
our pupils and staff, please re-
member we can give non pre-
scribed medications in school (with 
written parental consent) for keep-
ing fevers down and helping to 
make your child more comfortable.  
This includes things such as Cal-
pol and infant Ibuprofen. 
With this in mind, please ensure 
your children are aware of how to 
wash their hands properly, the 
NHS link below shows what you 
should do: 
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/
healthy-body/best-way-to-wash-
your-hands/ 
If you think your child may be suf-
fering from any common childhood 
illnesses for example conjunctivi-
tis, impetigo, hand foot and mouth 
disease, please contact the school 
office. 
 
Congratulations to the 68 children 
who have achieved above 98% 
attendance so far this academic 
year!  Well done and keep it up!  
Certificates will be presented in 
Assembly next week . 
 
Have a good weekend! 
 
Mr Plumb 
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Star of the Week 

Hermit Crabs Hannah L 

Starfish Phoebe D 

Shrimps Arlo M 

Periwinkles Rupert C 

Sandpipers Samson W 

Kittiwakes Neiko MP 

Curlews Sol D 

Puffins Oscar W 

Dolphins Noah H 

Porpoises Aaron S 

Grey Seals Archie E 

Otters Thomas D 

Peregrine Heinrich N 

Raven Dan S 

Weekly Attendance % 

Hermit Crabs  95.07 

Starfish  95.19 

Shrimps  97.24 

Periwinkles  88 

Sandpipers  93 

Kittiwakes  96.90 

Curlews  92.59 

Puffins  92.69 

Dolphins  99.29 

Porpoises  99.17 

Grey Seals  95.56 

Otters  86.40 

Peregrine  84.58 

Raven  89.58 

Mon 24
th

 Feb Back to School All 

Tue 3
rd

 Mar Infant Music Festival Year 2 

Tue 3
rd 

Mar Multi Skills at Braunton Academy EYFS 

Wed 4
th
 Mar Eden Project Year 6 

Thu 5
th
 Mar World Book Day – Dress as a book char-

acter and bring your favourite book to 
share 

All 

Thu 5
th
 Mar Height and Weight checks EYFS 

Mon 9
th
 Mar Fullabrook Wind Farm Year 4 

Thu 12
th
 Mar Height and Weight checks EYFS 

Tues 17
th
 Mar Arlington Court Year 2 

Tue 24
th
 Mar Parents Evenings All 

Wed 25
th
 Mar Parents Evenings All 

Thu 26
th
 Mar Parents Evenings All 

Fri 27
th

 Mar Last day of Spring Term All 


