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Last summer, Southmead held our first ever inter-school cross country running 
competition. Due to the success of that event, we were asked to host the 
competition again this year: what an honour! Because cross country running events 
normally take place in the winter months, the Braunton Learning Community (BLC) 
moved the race forward to November. On the day our brilliant marshals (staff, 
children and parents) were joined by Angie Sayer and a group of Young Sports 
Leaders from the Academy, who all helped to ensure that everything ran smoothly. 

All five BLC schools took part (Caen, Georgeham, Kingsacre and Marwood). 
Each school was invited to enter a team of 5 boys and 5 girls from both Yr3 and 
Yr4, so 100 runners and their supporters arrived on the morning of the event, 
eager and excited to compete. Unfortunately the weather wasn’t feeling the 
excitement, with a gloomy forecast of ‘Light rain showers’, proving optimistic!  
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The first children to race were the Yr3 girls. Eager to run (and equally eager to 
get back inside and out of the rain!), the girls tore away from the start line, 
getting the event off to a speedy start. Although we had trained together, 
even Cross Country Club adults were blown away by just how well the girls 
did: Amber B took a magnificent gold, followed in rapid succession by a 
stunning silver for Ella-Gale B, Annie N in 4th, Ella J in 5th and Flower T in 6th! 
What an incredible result! With an unassailable team score, Southmead had 
sprinted into an early and commanding lead. 

Next up were the Yr3 boys. By this stage the ground was sodden, so the 
runners were now splashing through the grass, but the Southmead team were 
undaunted. Racing hard around the course, Archie P took the lead for 
Southmead’s second individual gold of the day, with the rest of the Southmead 
team close behind: Ashton R took bronze, followed quickly by Quentin S (7th), 
Evan P and Finley D (13th & 14th). With a team score of just 11, the Yr3 boys had 
doubled our team trophy haul and extended our lead! 

 
Mud monkeys: the Yr3 boys 
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The Yr4 girls race was extremely competitive. Caen took the individual gold, 
but silver and bronze were taken by Leah P and Bebe J. With Mia L (7th), Lyra 
W-D (8th) and Marcie J (10th) all in the top ten, the girls had run a race to be 
proud of. However, with 1st, 4th and 6th, Caen beat our top three by a single 
point, snatching the team victory for this race with a very respectable score 
of just 11. Well done girls, and well done Caen! 

The boys’ race was even more competitive, with lots of friendly rivalry on the 
start line. Although one of our running stars, Harry B, was too ill to take part, our 
brilliant reserve Alfie H stepped up to take his place. This was the only race in 
which Southmead didn’t take either silver or gold, but with Tane L-W taking 
bronze, Reuben C just behind him in 4th, and Sidney S in 8th , the boys proved 
that success in cross country comes when we work as a team. Together with 
Selasi D and Alfie H (13th & 20th), the boys had passed their nearest rivals 
(Kingsacre), taking Southmead’s 3rd team trophy! 

 

 
Team effort! Yr4 boys 

This was only the second time 
Southmead have run an event of this 
kind and, despite the weather, it was a 
super success, with lots of positive 
comments from visiting children, parents 
and staff…  

 … But once again the event was a true team effort, 
with everyone helping to make it a success. So thank 
you to our Yr5-6 marshals and hares, to Angie and 
the Academy Sports Leaders, and to the magnificent 
parent volunteers. And very well done to ALL the 
runners!                                                         Dr Corney. 

 


