
Year 3/4 Mini red tennis tournament 

 

Wednesday 9th May saw the arrival of the hotly anticipated Year 3/ 4 Mini Red 

Tennis tournament held at Tarka Tennis centre, a qualifying competition for the 

Devon ‘Summer Games’. 

  

Firstly a big thank you to all 21 pupils that came to try out for a very popular 

event. The standard of tennis at Southmead is fantastic and, through the 

qualifying matches played, 3 teams of 4 were selected (2 girls and 2 boys per 

team). 

  

Team A; Mia, Amelie, Leo & Harry. 

Team B; Ruben, Quentin, Lyra & Lani. 

Team C; Maciee, Annie, Jenson & Joe. 

  

10 schools from across North Devon entered the competition with around 24 

teams in total. Each team individually played six matches across the morning, 

with the winner being the first to seven points. 

  

 

 

 

Team A: Mia, Amelie, Leo and Harry 

 

 

Team A delivered a solid performance, winning 22 

out of 24 matches - superb!  

 

 

 

 

 

Team B : Quentin, Ruben, Lyra and Lani 

 

Team B built on their performance during the 

course of the morning and won a total of 19 out 

of 24 matches. The girls from Team B 

particularly held their own against West 

Buckland A, not dropping a single point! 

 

 

Team C saw two new players to the competition, both of which delivered an 

excellent contribution to the teams overall points. Team C won 50% of their 

matches and as our least experienced team they were all individually impressed 

with how well they played against tough competition, particularly the high 

standard of boys. 



  

 

 

 

Team C: Joe, Maicee, Annie and Jenson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After all morning matches were played the results were calculated. Anticipation 

was high with all teams desiring a place in the quarter finals. When the results 

were announced Southmead Team A and Team B qualified, fantastic! 

  

In the quarter-finals Team A were drawn against Woolacombe C, winning 

confidently 28 vs 6 points. Team B had the tougher quarter-final match against 

Woolacombe A. It was a tough draw and only Quentin managed to win his match 

7 vs 4. 

  

Onto the semi-finals and Southmead Team A were drawn against West Buckland 

A, after some incredible matches and extensive rally’s the result was a draw, 22 

vs 22 points! Rules at this stage dictate that each team must pick their best 

player to play with sudden death at 5 points. Team A supported each other 

brilliantly and came to a mutual decision that Mia would represent Southmead 

based on technique, tournament experience and the confidence to lead. It was 

an incredible match to watch and Mia made her male opponent work tirelessly 

for every point. Unfortunately Mia lost and therefore Southmead Team A would 

go on to play for 3rd or 4th place. This resulted in a West Buckland A & B team 

final. 3rd Place playoff was against Woolacombe A and even though both teams 

won 2 matches Southmead Team A lost out on 3rd place by just 3 points. 

  

Throughout the day all pupils from Southmead were exemplary in their 

behaviour, tenacity and sportsmanship. The experience gained from the day was 

hugely valuable to all the pupils who had the opportunity to take part and this 

would not of been possible without the support of parent volunteers. A huge 

thankyou goes to Nicole Schofield, Sue Adams, Megan Sturley and Juliet 

Richards for their commitment and contribution to refereeing on the day. 

  

The next tournament for the school will be the Year 5/6 doubles competition, 

played on full-size courts. I will be coming into school in the near future to 

select 3 teams of 2. 

  

Yours Sincerely, 

Sarah Nicholls – Parent Governor” 
 


