
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                       

28th May 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Further to our most recent HT Update (sent 26/5/20), I would like to clarify ‘Bubble’ isolation 
periods and answer a few FAQs. 
 
Bubble Isolation Periods 
If a child or staff member displays symptoms of Covid19, the whole Bubble will need to be 
sent home pending tests. If negative, the ‘Bubble’ will be allowed to return the next school 
day.  We will need to have evidence of the negative test result.  If positive, the whole 
‘Bubble’ will need to be isolated for at least for 7 days (and households for 14 days) 
*By sending your child to school, you agree to take them for testing if required. 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus/ask-for-a-test-to-
check-if-you-have-coronavirus/   
 
FAQs 
 
My child is in Year 6.  Can they walk home by themselves? 
Yes.  We would encourage children to walk to school by themselves, if you believe it is safe 
for them to do so.  This will help reduce numbers on our school site but also support with 
their transition into Year 7.  Please remind your children about Social Distancing. 
 
If I do not send my child in from 1st June, can I send them in at a later date? 
Yes, whilst we would encourage you to send your child in as soon as possible, you can 
delay their start if you wish.  Please let us know, in advance, when you plan to send your 
child back. 
*We are planning for all EYFS, Year 1, Year 6 and registered Key Workers to return on 1st 
June so will have the capacity to increase. 
 
Will my child's attendance be affected? 
Whilst it is encouraged that eligible pupils do return, your child's attendance will not be 
affected during this half-term.  There will be no Educational Welfare Officer (EWO) visits 
although our EWO, Linda Webster, will be on site on Monday 1st June and Tuesday 2nd 
June for Socially Distanced questions. 
There will be no fines for COVID-19 related absences. 
 
Am I allowed on to the school site? 
We have already created Drop-Off and Collection Zones at the front of our school.  These 
will be clearly labelled and staff will also be on hand to guide you for the first few days. 
Parents and Carers will not be allowed on to the playgrounds. 
We are encouraging parents/carers not to enter the school office.  Instead, we ask that you 
call us on 01271 812 448 or email at admin@suthmead.devon.sch.uk.  You can also use our 
app to 'Contact Us.' 
Pre-arranged meetings for SEND, Pastoral and Safeguarding will continue adhering to 2m 
Social Distancing. 



 
How will my child get to and from class? 
Each morning, at your designated drop-off times, our staff will be out to support and collect 
your children from the designated Drop-Off Zones. 
At the end of the school day, our staff will bring them back to you in the same area. 
 
I have a child in Year 1 and another who is accessing the Key Worker offer.  Do I have 
to wait for my other child? 
As we are keen to not have parents/carers waiting around on site and fully appreciate the 
difficulty of 2 Drop-Off/Collection Times, please access the LATEST Drop-Off and 
the EARLIEST Collect Times; we are unable to have pupils unsupervised in classrooms and 
all staff are deployed in various roles around the school. 
 
Can my child move 'Bubble'? 
We have been working on the 'Bubble' logistics since the announcement on 10th May.  From 
Parent Evening calls, we have factored in friendship groups, familiar faces, well-being and 
various other needs of our pupils, therefore we will not be able to change their Bubble.  We 
are also unsure if their friends will be returning. Once a child is 'in' a 'Bubble' they would 
need to self-isolate for 7 days if they were to move to another 'Bubble.'* *Some 'Bubbles' 
may change due to unforeseen circumstances. 
 
My child does not have their usual teacher.  Will they be ok? 
Your child's usual teacher will be planning and supporting the needs of their class, even if 
they are in another 'Bubble'.  Staff have discussed the needs of pupils in their 'Bubble' and 
will be in constant communication through our internal systems. 
 
What will Home Learning look like from 1st June? 
Every member of our staff who is able to return, will be on site from 1st June.  Therefore, we 
will not be able to have the capacity to plan, prepare and upload resources in quite the same 
way as during lockdown. 
However, teachers are keen to offer bespoke planning for their class/year group - not using 
prepared resources found online. 
EYFS, Year 1 and Year 6 will upload the same content as they will be teaching in class 
although there may be less guidance/support (ie Maths videos) as staff will be teaching as 
normal. 
Pupils in Years 2 - 5 will continue to receive the same Home Learning content wherever 
possible.  Staff are committed to providing the best opportunities for or children and are 
grateful for the support parents are kindly offering. 
 
Pastoral Phonecalls 
If you have been receiving phone calls whilst school has been closed staff will continue to 
call regularly if your child is not in school.  We will also be able to call if your child is at school 
but please email (pastoral@southmead.devon.sch.uk) to request this. 
 
Packed Lunches 
All children will be able to order a school packed lunch.  This will be free for EYFS and Y1 
pupils, as well as any Year 2 Key Worker Pupils and Premium Pupil children.  Year 6 and 
Key Worker pupils from Years 3, 4 and 5 will be able to order a school packed lunch.  If you 
would like to send your children in with a Home packed lunch, or just want to 'top' the school 
packed lunch up, please feel free to do so.  We continue to promote healthy packed lunches 
and fizzy drinks are not allowed.  Please ensure Home packed lunches are in disposable 
bags. 
 
Southmead+ (our Breakfast Club and After-School Club) 



We are currently trying to organise some wrap around care for our Key Worker 
pupils.  However, at best, this will be from 8am until 4.30pm.  This is largely due to the 
guidelines stating that pupils should be encouraged to attend only one setting and that they 
cannot change mix with other 'Bubbles.'  Therefore, as we could have Key Worker pupils in 
EYFS, Year 1 and Year 6, as well as the Key Worker groups, looking to take up this offer, 
please let us know as soon as possible if you would be looking at booking your children in 
for these sessions. 
 
Take care  
 
Kind regards 
 
Mr N Plumb 


