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Coming Up..... 

 Thursday 19th April  Tri Golf at Saunton  Selected Year 3 & 4 

 

School Disco 

A big thank you to all who volunteered to help at the school disco on Friday 23rd March. The 

children looked like they were having a really good time, and the disco raised £269 for Sport Relief -

 that's an achievement!  Another big thank you (in advance) for all donations of cakes, biscuits and 

small baked goodies for the cake sale on Thursday 29th March. Any help on the day (at school pick up 

time) would be very welcome. 

 

Drum Lessons 

Ken Kerslake will be starting Drum Lessons after Easter in school on a Monday.  Places will be limited 

so if your child is interested, please contact the school office. 

 

Head Lice Check 

Although it is very difficult to prevent head lice, in an attempt to eliminate the prevalence of it in 

school we would encourage all parents and carers to do a weekly check of their child’s hair.  Regular 

detection combing can lead to early discovery and treatment.  For more information “NHS Choices” 

have a comprehensive webpage on the subject. 

 

http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/Head-lice/Pages/Introduction.aspx#prevention 

 

Needed – Roll of Material 

We are looking for a roll of material to use as a backdrop in the school 

hall.  James Young who creates the wonderful scenery for our school 

performances has requested something measuring 2.8-3 metres wide by 8 

metres (min) long.  If you are able to help, please let someone in the school 

office know. 

 

Donations 

Thank you to Mrs Williams and Pixie Leigh Richards for their donation of 

books. 

 

 

Happy Easter! 

We look forward to seeing you all again in the  

Summer Term on Monday 16th April 
 

http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/Head-lice/Pages/Introduction.aspx#prevention


Football and Netball Tournament at Kingsacre – Thursday 15th March 

 

We played in the Kingsacre football tournament. The teams in the tournament were: Southmead , 

Kingsacre , Caen, Goergeham and Marwood . 

As the day began our hearts were filled with fear. This was because we thought the Kingsacre team 

were unbeatable. When we heard are names called we were even more terrified because we were 

playing Kingsacre in our group.  Our first group game went very well as we won it 4-0 against 

Kingsacre!  This gave us a lot of confidence and we won our second match 3-1. We won our third and 

final group game 3-0, which meant we qualified for the semi finals top of our group. We had a break 

for lunch, before the semi finals took place.  In the semi final we played Caen and we won 5-0. All of 

our team were playing very well and we were very excited to reach the final.   It was a close final and 

the pitch was very muddy at this point. But we won it 1-0 thanks to a goal from Olly and excellent 

defending from the whole team. It was great to win but we all had a really fun day! 

 

By Olly Latu and Aston Johnson 

 
 

Back Row: Finley Grimshaw, Harry Hebard, 

Cam Osborne, Dylan McSherry, James 

Sigatolu. 

 

 

 

 

 

Front Row: Henry Jones, Reuben Jones, Ed 

Cork, Finley Jones. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top Row: Hamish Reed, Olly Latu, Jude 

Moulden, Dan Sanders, Paul Rabosea. 

 

 

 

 

 

Front Row: Reuben Wood, Aston Johnson, 

Isabel Hebard, Tommy Ashton.  
 

 

 



Southmead Netball 
 

On Thursday 15th March, two of the Southmead netball teams participated in a tournament at 

Kingsacre Primary school. After arriving at Kingsacre at 9:30, we all prepared for our matches by 

picking bibs and organising ourselves into two different teams (team 1 and team 2).  

Southmead 2nd team were the first to play from our school, going against Caen 1st team. Caen 1st sadly 

beat Southmead 2nd 6-1, with Lola scoring the goal for Southmead. 

The second match to be played by Southmead was our 1st team.  The score was 2-0 to us, with a 

couple of amazing goals scored by Grace Parkin. 

Our second team lost the next match, but drew their final match against Marwood 2nd team. Although 

our 2nd team did not win a medal, they did go home proud of what they had experienced. 

The first team lost their second match, but soon regained their confidence by winning their last 

match and landing themselves in the semi-finals.  Unfortunately, we lost both of these matches, so 

our final position was fourth place. 

We all came back to school happy and proud with what we had accomplished. Although none of us won 

a medal, we know that next time it’ll be different. 

By Anais and Josephine 

 

 
 

Ellie Burrell, Jess Cardew, 

Grace Parkin, Macy Nicholls, 

Josephine Cole. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Martha Chambers-Wilson, 

Grace Essex, Soraya 

Capaldi-Farrow, Lola Lilley, 

Cerys Plant, Anais 

Oosthyusen 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
STEM spaghetti challenge 2018: bridge building 

 

On the 14th of March, 32 Southmead children from years 4 and 5 took part in the annual Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM) challenge, run by the North Devon Manufacturers 

Association. This year the challenge was to build a suspension bridge capable of holding an egg, using only 

spaghetti, marshmallows and a small amount of sellotape. Two prizes were up for grabs: a 1
st
 prize of £75 

for the team who could build the longest bridge capable of holding one egg, and a 2
nd

 prize of £25 for the 

strongest structure, which held the most eggs.  

The children worked in teams of 4 and were given 10 minutes to plan and then 15 minutes to build their 

bridges. The children could choose the distance they wanted to span, which was recorded as the length of 

their bridge. At the time of our competition, 14 other schools had already completed the challenge: the 

longest bridge so far had spanned a gap of 42cm and the strongest bridge so far had held 8 eggs … 

This egg-ceptional report was written by some of the children who took part from class 5/6ES.   Mr 

Corney 

  
Egg-cited to begin: Southmead’s 8 STEM teams ready for the bridge building challenge to start. 

 

“The STEM challenge was a lot of fun. Although we wanted a team from Southmead to win, we were still 

very competitive. Unfortunately our bridge collapsed with five minutes of building-time to go, and by the 

time we had to stop building we were all marshmallow-covered! Even though our bridge had already fallen 

onto the floor, the STEM Ambassador (the judge) kindly allowed us to have two more minutes to put it back 

together, so in front of everybody we tried to make something bridge-like out of our fallen structure. We 

moved the tables really close together and made the shortest but strongest bridge in history! When it was 

finished we put on the first egg, egg-specting to see it fall and crack, but it stayed on for the 30 seconds. We 

had made a bridge that worked!” Elise Smith 

 

  
 

Bridging the gap: the pupils 

were allowed to set their own 

disatance to span. 

Judging the judge: Emma Pittman 

checks as Paul Mullen (Engineer at 

Anglo-Krempel, Bideford) measures the 

span. 

 

Quietly confident: (l-r) Seren 

Hughes, Rhys Hadley, Summer 

Silver, and Gabby Vickery. 

52.5cm 

“Our team had a good plan but it went wrong! We had a few arguments about the design, but we laughed a 

lot! We made bundles of spaghetti and stuck the spaghetti to the marshmallows. We tried to beat the record 

for the strongest bridge. Our bridge didn’t hold all 9 eggs for 30 seconds, but as only 4 fell off, it was a 

Southmead record. The whole thing was a fun and good egg-sperience.”  Holly Selvey & Ruby Darby 



 

“When we came to school I was really egg-cited and couldn’t wait to get 

started. When we did start we had 10 minutes to think about our design 

and discuss our plan for the bridge. We all had so many great ideas, we 

didn’t know which one to choose! At our table were our materials, which 

were spaghetti, marshmallows, a small roll of sellotape, a chopping 

board, a dinner knife, and a pair of scissors. There were quite a few rules 

which did make it a bit harder (e.g., you could only use the tape for the 

joints, and there were only 15 minutes for building the bridge). We’d 

only done half of our bridge, when suddenly there was only 5 minutes to 

go! We finished it just in time! Our team watched as all the other teams 

took turns to test their bridges by putting eggs on them.” Kyla McCarthy 

 

Get cracking: (l-r) Ruby Darby, 

Holly Selvey, Elise Smith, Olly 

Latu. 

   

Anxious weight: (l-r) Elsie 

Kester,  Vaughan Mottram-

Mitchell, Tommy Ashton, 

Robin Reed. 34cm 

Weighing their options: (l-r) 

Harvey Adams, Griff Mottram-

Mitchell Olivia Shilleto, Jessica 

Neeson. 34.5cm 

Technical and advisory: Emma 

Pittman and Luke Boerboom (with 

Isabel Lewis and Jory Greenhough). 

Held for 20 secs 

 

“First we arrived at the hall and looked at all the tables with all of the equipment, whilst we waited for our 

Judge (Paul Mullen). When he arrived, he told us the rules and what materials we could use. We were 

allowed: 160g of spaghetti, 12 marshmallows, a roll of sellotape, a dinner knife, scissors, and a chopping 

board. We had 10 minutes to discuss, and 15 minutes to build the bridge. It was very competitive, but our 

team (Felix, Kyla, Ricky and me) are currently in the lead with a bridge which crossed a gap that was 65 cm 

wide!” Martha Chambers-Wilson 

 

  
Watching and weighting: (l-r) Felix Mepsted, Kyla McCarthy, 

Martha Chambers-Wilson and Ricky Sturley … 

… realise that their structure is the longest 

bridge in the competition so far! 65cm 
“STEM was amazing, especially with our bridge being 65cm and the longest in the competition! I felt so happy and 

egg-static. I hope we know the results soon and can take part in another STEM competition next year.” Ricky Sturley 
Nineteen schools from across North Devon took part in the STEM challenge, this year. Prizes will be awarded to the 

school and team who built the longest bridge to hold an egg (£75), and the strongest bridge which held the most eggs 

(£25). The winning school and team will also be invited to receive their award at the North Devon Manufactures 

Awards Evening, on 10th May 2018, at the Barnstaple Hotel. 
With four schools still to go, Southmead are in the lead!  Watch this space!  

 



Events and Activities 

 

Date Event/Activity Class/Year Group 

Mon 16th Apr Summer Term Starts All 

Thu 19th Apr Tri Golf Saunton Year 3/4 

Tue 24th Apr Governors Meeting All parents 

Wed 25th Apr Tennis Year 3/4 

   

May KS1 Assessments Year 2 

Tue 1st May Tennis Year 3 

Mon 7th May Bank Holiday All 

Tue 8 May Class Photos All 

Mon 14th – Thu 17th May KS2 Assessments Year 6 

Mon 14th – Thu 17th May Bikeability Year 5 

Fri 18th May Quadkids Finals Year 5/6 

Fri 18th May Bike Ride to Rock Park Year 6 

Tue 22nd May Athletics Festival Year 5 

Wed 23rd May Tag Rugby Festival Year 5/6 

Fri 25th May  Aquathlon - Ilfracombe KS2 

Mon 28th May – Fri 1st Jun Half Term All 

   

Wed 6th Jun Tennis  Year 2 

Tue 12th Jun Beach Volleyball Year 5/6 

Thu 14th Jun (tbc) Aquathlon - Torrington KS2 

Fri 15th Jun Oceanfest Beach Sports Year 6 

Wed 20th Jun Devon Summer School Games KS2 

Wed 20th Jun Tennis Year 5/6 

Mon 25th – Fri 29th Jun Residential Year 6 

Thu 28th Jun 2.15pm Open Afternoon All 

   

Tue 3rd Jul 6-a-side Football Finals Year 5/6 

Tue 3rd Jul Governors Meeting All parents 

Wed 4th Jul Sports Day All 

Thu 5th Jul Quick Cricket Competition Year 5/6 

Fri 6th Jul Sports Day Reserve All 

Mon 9th Jul Essex Dance Troupe Year 2 

Fri 13th Jul Reports to Parents All 

Tue 10th Jul G&T Day 3 Year 6 

Tues 17th Jul Move up Morning All 

Fri 20th Jul Summer Term Ends All 

 
Music Lessons 

 
Drums Ken Kerslake 07842 936355 Mondays 

Singing  Sophie Kerslake 07799 719865 Tuesdays 

Clarinet, Saxophone & Oboe Carol Dewis 07971 250636 Tuesdays 

Trumpet Paul Moulton  Tuesdays 

Violin Jane Norris  Tuesdays 

Keyboard & Violin Rebecca Barrow  07828 601778 Thursdays 

Piano Amanda Oscroft 07926 091831 Thursdays  

Cello Lara Foot lara_foot@hotmail.co.uk Fridays (Sept 2018) 

Guitar Jess Worth  07720868201 Fridays 

 



Regular Reminders 
 

Governors Meetings 

The Governors’ Meetings are held every half term. These meetings are held in public and as such, 

those of the school community including parents and carers, are encouraged to attend and sit in the 

public area to listen to the discussion. Those in the public area cannot participate in the meeting and 

will be asked to leave if matters of a confidential matter are discussed.  If you would be interested 

in attending a meeting of the Full Governing Body please contact Elaine McIntosh, the Clerk to the 

Governors, via the school office and she will be delighted to discuss this with you.  
 

Parent View 

Parent View gives you the chance to tell Ofsted what you think about your child’s school, from the 

quality of teaching to dealing with bullying and poor behaviour. The survey can be completed at any 

time; you don’t have to wait until the school is being inspected.  The information you provide will be 

used when making decisions about which schools to inspect and when.  Click ‘Give your views’ to 

register and complete a survey to help your child’s school improve.            

www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk 
 

Illness 
If your child is poorly and will not be in school, please inform the office as soon as possible.  We have 

a dedicated phone line for absences where you can leave a message even out of office hours.  You will 

need to phone every day your child is absent, unless they have had sickness and diarrhoea when it is 

Southmead school policy for your child to be absent from school for 48 hours after the last bout of 

being poorly.  This is to reduce the spread of germs to the rest of the children.   
 

 Attendance and Absence 
If your child is going to be absent for any reason during the school day you should collect an absence 

form from the office.  As much notice as possible is required for it to be authorised and returned to 

the class teacher before the child is taken out of school. 
 

It is important for your child to attend school regularly as it has been proven that children can only 

do their best and flourish at school if they are present on a regular basis.  Children who are late for 

school and who miss school, often achieve less well than their peers. They also lack self esteem and 

find it difficult to build and maintain friendships.   
 

The school has a duty to monitor children’s attendance. It is a priority issue for Ofsted and it is the 

school’s duty to keep abreast of any circumstances that mean your child is not in school. Any time 

requested out of school holidays are only authorised if there are exceptional circumstances.  If you 

take your child on holiday in term time, without the prior approval of the school, you are liable for a 

cash penalty and in extreme cases there are legal implications for parents who do not act within the 

law.  
 

Contact Details 

Please notify the school office as soon as possible if any of your contact details change.  This 

includes mobile phone numbers, work numbers and people that you have put as extra contacts who 

may not be in the area any more. 
 

Free School Meals 
If your circumstances have changed and you think you may be entitled to free school meals, please 

follow the link below for more information or to apply online.  Apply online by downloading an 

application form (862KB - pdf help) and emailing it to the Free School Meals Team at 

freeschoolmeals@devon.gov.uk or call the Customer Service Centre on 0845 155 1019. 

http://www.devon.gov.uk/freeschoolmealsform.pdf
http://www.devon.gov.uk/freeschoolmealsform.pdf
http://www.devon.gov.uk/internet_viewers_and_plug-ins.htm
mailto:freeschoolmeals@devon.gov.uk

