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Hello Parents, Carers and 
Friends of Southmead.  What 
a brilliant week we have had 
with visits in and out of school, 
Year 3s first Swimming Les-
son and a poet for the 
day, are among a few of 
the highlights. 

Parent P.E. Event Leaders, 
We need you! 
We are so proud of our sport-
ing achievements here at 
Southmead and would love to 
hear from any parents who 
may be able to spare a few 
days across the school year to 
help lead teams of children at 
a variety of the sporting com-
petitions that we attend. 
 
What would I actually be re-
sponsible for?  
The relevant class teacher or 
P.E Coordinator, Mrs Priddis, 
will already have informed and 
organised the children who 
will be competing. Your role 
would be to liaise with the or-
ganising teacher so you are 
familiar with the event and ar-
rangements for the duration of 
the competition, and then take 
the lead responsibility for the 
children in the team on the 
day, whilst being supported by 
other parent helpers. 
 
If you think you could spare 
some time and might be inter-
ested, please speak to Mrs 
Priddis in the first instance for 
more information. 

Harvest Festival. 
I can hardly believe it is this time 
of year already, but our Year 5s 
present a lovely Harvest Celebra-
tion each year to Key Stage 2 chil-
dren and after last year's terrible 
weather we are hoping that it will 
go ahead at Christ Church, Cha-
loners Road on 4th October.  We 
are in need of some Year 5 par-
ents to help walk our children 
down to the church at 9.10am.  As 
a thank you, you are welcome to 
stay for the 10.30am Service.  We 
would also be very grateful if you 
could walk back to school with the 
children from 11.00am. 
The rest of our Key Stage 2 chil-
dren will leave school at 10.15am 
to join the Year 5s, so if you are 
able to help with walking our chil-
dren down to the church, please 
let the class teacher or our school 
office staff know.  You will need to 
have a DBS certificate to accom-
pany us on the trip. 
Our Key Stage 1 children will 
celebrate Harvest in school. 
We welcome non-perishable food 
donations which we will be send-
ing to a local charity -
 The Freedom Centre, in Barnsta-
ple. Every child making a donation 
will receive a House Point. 

Newsletter Winner. 
This week, we have received an 
overwhelming number of 'Read' 
responses and I am pleased to 
announce this week's winner is 
Miss Tamlyn.  She will be collect-
ing her chocolates from the office 
tonight. 

Music Lessons. 
Amanda Oscroft has availability 
for piano lessons both in and 
out of our school day. 
For further information please 
contact Amanda directly on 
07926 091831. We are really 
keen to support and develop 
Music at Southmead. 

Census Day. 
Next Thursday is Census Day 
which is when schools receive 
their annual funding for the next 
academic year ahead.  Please 
can I ask for your support in 
encouraging your child to have 
a school dinner on this day?  It 
is pizza on this day, but we also 
offer jacket potatoes and ham 
or cheese sandwiches as a 
lovely Packed Lunch option.  As 
funding is always being dis-
cussed and schools receiving 
cuts to their budgets, PLEASE 
help us on this day.  We are 
also happy to offer that your 
child can bring their own 
packed lunch and try the school 
dinner options too for this day 
only, IF they are in Key Stage 1 
ONLY. 

School Allotment. 
Our school allotment project is 
developing thanks to help 
from a troop of invaluable par-
ent helpers.  They are currently 
looking for some adult sized 
garden tools: spades, rakes, 
forks, yard brushes, shovels 
etc. We are also looking for a 
wheelbarrow. Any donations 
would be appreciated! If you 
would like to work as part of 
their Project Team, please let 
our school office know. 
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Star of the Week 

Hermit Crabs Charlie W 

Starfish Stanley B 

Shrimps Elizabeth G 

Periwinkles Harry I 

Sandpipers Sebastian B 

Kittiwakes Milly A 

Curlews Isla P 

Puffins Alice K 

Dolphins Eva M 

Porpoises Emily C 

Grey Seals Neveah T 

Otters Emily J 

Peregrine Jude M 

Raven Amelie S 

Weekly Attendance % 

Hermit Crabs  96.36 

Starfish  95.56 

Shrimps  95.42 

Periwinkles  96 

Sandpipers  97.93 

Kittiwakes  95.33 

Curlews  95.6 

Puffins  98.4 

Dolphins  97.78 

Porpoises  99.17 

Grey Seals  97.31 

Otters  98.21 

Peregrine  95 

Raven  95.42 

SFA. 
On Thursday, I attended our 
Southmead Friends' Associa-
tion meeting.  Firstly, I would 
like to thank everyone that at-
tended and contributes to our 
SFA.  The support we receive 
from our SFA benefits all of our 
children so much with new lap-
tops, musical instruments and 
opportunities that otherwise we 
would just not be able to of-
fer.  They are currently seeking 
new members and also looking 
for nominations for Chair and 
Vice Chair.  If you would be 
interested in these roles, or 
would like to be part of the 
team please let our school of-
fice know, or email in. 

Poet Visit. 
You may have heard your chil-
dren rhyming and reciting po-
etry since yesterday's 
visit.  Andy Tooze was amazing 
and the children were inspired 
to write poetry on the day and 
are now keen to publish their 
own works.  Watch this space. 
These experiences are brilliant 
for our children.  We did ask for 
a voluntary donation of £1 for 
this visit although, at the mo-
ment, we have only received 
£121 towards the day.  Need-
less to say, it cost more than 
this and unfortunately, we will 
not be able to put on events 
like this in the future if we do 
not receive the funding sup-
port.  If you would still like to 
pay, please log in to Parent 
Pay.  Many thanks. 

Fire Visit. 
Some of our children had a 
wonderful time learning about 
the different equipment the fire 
fighters use: from the breathing 
apparatus, infra- red cameras, 
cutting claws, radios and of 
course, the different types of 
hoses. 
The children had the opportu-
nity to try on some of their uni-
form, talk to each other on the 
walkie- talkies, sit in the driver's 
seat and spray the water hose. 
The children asked lots of ques-
tions and learnt lots about what 
our amazing local firefighters 
do.They also learnt that there 
are 9 retained firefighters in 
Braunton, but only five can fit in 
the fire engine at any one time! 
Our thanks goes to the Fire Bri-
gade for making this possible. 

Blanket Time. 
You may have heard our children 
talking about Blanket Time.  Mrs 
Matthews and Mrs Huckstep, two 
members of our Pastoral Team, 
have been welcoming children to 
the 'Picnic Blanket' each Thurs-
day lunchtime, to share and dis-
cuss any worries they may have. 
This is in addition to 
our regular support that is already 
in place.  The blanket represents 
the fact it is 'OK to talk' for our 
children and will help and support 
their well-being. 

Date Event Class/Year 

Wed 2nd Oct Where My Wellies Take Me Year 5 

Thu 3rd Oct Individual Pupil School Photos (Tempest) All 

Fri 4th Oct Harvest Festival at Christchurch KS2 

Mon 7th Oct Residential Year 6 

Fri 11th Oct Hello Yellow – Young Minds All 

Mon 14th Oct Hakeford Woods Year 3 


