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Message from Mrs Gillett 

I would like to thank you and your lovely children for your kind messages, thoughts, cards and 

presents. It has been a privilege working at Southmead and I will miss you all. I wish you well for next 

year and will be thinking of you. My special thanks go to Caroline Condon, our wonderful deputy 

headteacher over the last 7 years. I hope she has a wonderful time returning to Ireland to be with 

her family.  

I know the next chapter for Southmead will be exciting and wish Mr Nick Plumb and his team all the 

very best for the coming year. 

 

School Uniform, Book & PE Bags 

We have sourced another supplier for our school uniform.  From immediate effect you will be able to 

order through “School Threads”.  All orders would be shipped direct to you via Royal Mail. The 

Earlybird 10%-off code (SOUTH18) has been extended until the 31st of July.  The link to the 

website is https://www.schoolthreads.org and for Southmead 

specifically: https://www.schoolthreads.org/southmead-primary 

 

Marsdens Colouring Competition 

We are pleased to announce that the winner for the Marsden Holiday Cottages colouring competition 

is Mia Latu, age 8, from Puffins class. She called her van Earthdens and has won a family trip to the 

Milky Way Adventure Park.  Well done Mia and enjoy your trip.  Thank you to everyone who took the 

time to enter, Marsdens were delighted with all of your hard work. 

 

Food Poverty 

There are over 1.5 million children in receipt of Free School Meals in the UK and millions more living 

in poverty. What will happen to these children during the school holidays? Some may not receive 

enough food, or the nutrition they need to live healthily. 

Food high in fat, salt and sugar are often cheaper, but are detrimental to health. A poor diet over 

the holidays is likely to influence a child’s learning, health and opportunities when they return to 

school. 

Food poverty is a complex issue – a few key issues have contributed to the problem, including in-work 

poverty, low incomes, welfare reform, unhealthy food environments, increased fuel and food prices, 

absence of free school meals in holidays and cost of transport. 

Below is a link to a list of free or low cost food providers in Devon which families can access for 

support over the summer. 

http://www.devonhealthandwellbeing.org.uk/library/schools/food-poverty-and-schools/free-or-

low-cost-food-during-summer-holidays-2018 
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Nature Days Summer Holiday Programme at Chapelwood 

A day in a wood where a group of children become friends playing nature based games, using tools to 

make things out of natural objects, sharing food, cooking on a fire and discovering for themselves 

how happy you can be experiencing what nature has to offer. 4 - 8yr old days (older siblings welcome) 

every Tues & Wed, 8yr and over Fridays, 10am -3pm. 07805 717 578 mooreloui@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Reading Challenge Launch - Saturday 21st July 

Braunton Library 10am - 12:30pm. This year it's Mischief Makers, sign up this Saturday for the 

challenge there will be badge making, face paints and book sale etc.  The finishers this year receive a 

FREE swim ticket to Cascades  Children can earn stamps for their Devon Children’s University 

passports as well if they read books (6 stamps on offer). Braunton library is validated as a 

destination, so children can earn stamps for any activities they participate in.  

 

Barnstaple Library - Summer Events 

Saturday 21 July– Summer Reading Challenge Launch 9am – 5pm Join ‘Mischief Makers’ and then 

have some mischievous fun with Sciencedipity. Free. 

Thursday 26 July-10am – 12pm Mischievous Crafts – Drop in craft event.  Bring a small container to 

decorate. Free. Suitable for all ages. 

mailto:mooreloui@gmail.com


Tuesday 31 July– Between 11am – 4pm- Nature Trail session is available for you! Find out more from 

a member of staff. Free. Suitable for younger children. 

Wednesday 1 August-10am – 12pm & 2pm – 4pm  Joseph Witchall-Live drawing demonstrations, 

cartoon workshops, create hilarious caricatures! Tickets £2 per child, available at the library, Places 

limited. Suitable for ages 5+. 

Friday 10 August 10am – 12pm & 2pm – 4pm Woody Fox– Illustration Workshop-Imagine yourself & 

your crazy pet on the cover of Beano!Tickets £2 per child, available from the library, Places   limited. 

Suitable for ages 5+. 

Thursday 16 August– Between 11am – 4pm – Nature Trail session is available for you! Find out more 

from a member of staff. Free. Suitable for younger children. 

Saturday 18 August– 11am – 12pm Exmoor Zoo presents the Mischief Makers of the animal 

kingdom! Tickets £3 per person. Suitable for all ages. 

Tuesday 21 August – 2pm – 4pm Author A. C. Winfield-Talk & Storyboard Workshop - Free, but 

booking essential at the library. Places limited. Suitable for ages 6+. 

Thursday 23 August—10.30am - 11.30am Magic Garden with Boo to a Goose Theatre Tickets £3 per 

child 6 months and upwards, available from the library. Suitable for Under 5s and their grown ups. 

Thursday 30 August– 10.30am - 12.30pm Mischievous Crafts Drop in craft event. Free. Suitable for 

all ages. 

 

 



The Tour of Britain is returning to Devon! - Monday 3 September 

The Tour of Britain is the UK’s leading professional cycling event and the biggest free to watch 

spectator event in the country. This year’s Devon Stage will start in Cranbrook, East Devon before 

covering 108 miles (174 km) of the county, including a loop of the North Devon coast, and then finish 

in Barnstaple on The Strand. The route will see over 100 of the world’s top cyclists race through 

Ottery St Mary, Honiton, Uffculme, Willand, Tiverton, South Molton, Bratton Fleming, Combe Martin, 

Ilfracombe, Woolacombe, Croyde, and Braunton before the climax in Barnstaple. You can watch the 

promotional video here -https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ocYUqagKZNc 

This is a rare opportunity for you to see a truly inspiring sporting event,  

right on your doorstep. 
To help ensure the safe passage of the race and minimise any traffic delays we are encouraging 

everyone to walk or cycle on Monday 3 September.  If a car trip is essential during the day then 

please plan your journey and leave plenty of time as there may be some delays, particularly 

between 2pm and 4pm in the Braunton and Barnstaple area. 

  

The estimated timings for the stage are: 

  

Location Estimated 

Time 
START: Cranbrook, Younghayes Road 11:00 

Ottery St Mary 11:17 
King of the Mountains (start) : Chineway Hill 11:21 
Honiton 11:38 
Uffculme 12:12 
Willand 12:17 
Halberton 12:21 
Sprint: Tiverton (Blundells Road) 12:27 
Fore Street, Tiverton 12:30 
Sprint: Nomansland 12:51 
Witheridge 12:55 
South Molton (Pannier Market) 13:20 
Swimbridge 13:36 
Sprint: Landkey 13:40 

Barnstaple 13:44 
King of the Mountains (start): Bratton 

Fleming 
13:56 

Combe Martin 14:20 
Ilfracombe 14:33 

Woolacombe 14:47 
King of the Mountains (Start): Challacombe 14:52 
Croyde 14:59 
Braunton 15:09 
FINISH: Barnstaple, The Strand 15:24 

  

These timings are draft and may be subject to change. Please double check 

on www.devontourofbritain.co.uk as the event approaches where the most up-to-date information on 

any route changes and timing updates will be published over the coming weeks. 
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CAN Play – Before and After School Club 

CAN Play run our before and after school club.  They can take children from 7.45am, provide 

breakfast and will make sure they are in class for registration.  This is held in the school hall.  The 

after school club is held in the Cherry Tree Cafe and runs until 6pm.  Registration forms can be 

provided by the school office.  If you have any questions please contact CAN Play on 07778 683769, 

01237 471972 or go to www.canplay.co.uk  There is a centralised booking and cancellations system.  If 

you want to book or cancel, please call the CAN Play office on 01237 471972 and leave message, text 

07778 683769 or email southmead@canplay.co.uk.   

 

 
2017-2018 Assessment Results. 

Pupils and staff at Southmead have been working hard to ensure all children reach their potential and 

do the best that they can in all areas of the curriculum. There have some fantastic results this year 

across the school and we wanted to share these with you. 

 

EYFS 2017-2018 

Pupils achieving a Good Level of Development 

 

No. GLD % 

ALL 60 44 73.3 
 73% of pupils in EYFS achieved a good level of development which is above the figures nationally in 2017. 

 The average point score for this cohort is 34.8. 

 

Y2 Phonics screening check 2017-2018 

Y2 Summer Phonics Achieved 

Pupils No. Y % 

All 56 54 96.4 
 96.4% of pupils in Y1 Phonics passed the screening which is above the national figure of 92% in 2017 

 

Y1 Phonics screening check 2017-2018 

Y1 Summer Phonics Achieved 

Pupils No. Y % 

All 44 38 86.4 
 86.4% of pupils in Y1 Phonics passed the screening which is above the national figure of 81% in 2017 

 

Key Stage 1 2017-2018 

 
READING WRITING MATHS 

Exs School % 75 61 79 

Exs National % 2017 76 68 75 
 

 Pupils’ results are in line with or above the national figures in all subjects in 2017. 
 

Key Stage 2 SATs Results 

Subject 

Percentage of pupils 
achieving 
the expected standard: 
school 

Average scaled score: 
school 

English grammar, punctuation and spelling 80% 104 

English reading 66% 103 
 

http://www.canplay.co.uk/
mailto:southmead@canplay.co.uk


Subject 

Percentage of pupils 
achieving 
the expected standard: 
school 

Average scaled score: 
school 

English writing 76%  

Mathematics 85% 106 

Expected standard in reading, writing and 
maths 

66%  

 

Our reading scores, from the tests, were below figures nationally and this will be a focus for next year.  

 

Music Lessons 

 
Drums Ken Kerslake 07842 936355 Mondays 

Singing  Sophie Kerslake 07799 719865 Tuesdays 

Clarinet, Saxophone & Oboe Carol Dewis 07971 250636 Tuesdays 

Trumpet Paul Moulton pjmail@netscape.net Tuesdays 

Violin Jane Norris 07946005366 Tuesdays 

Keyboard & Violin Rebecca Barrow  07828 601778 Thursdays 

Piano Amanda Oscroft 07926 091831 Thursdays  

Cello Lara Foot lara_foot@hotmail.co.uk Fridays (Sept 2018) 

Guitar Jess Worth  07720868201 Fridays 

 

Have a wonderful Summer Break; we look forward to 

seeing you again on Wednesday 5th September and 

our new EYFS on Thursday 6th September! 
 

Regular Reminders 
 

Governors Meetings 

The Governors’ Meetings are held every half term. These meetings are held in public and as such, 

those of the school community including parents and carers, are encouraged to attend and sit in the 

public area to listen to the discussion. Those in the public area cannot participate in the meeting and 

will be asked to leave if matters of a confidential matter are discussed.  If you would be interested 

in attending a meeting of the Full Governing Body please contact Elaine McIntosh, the Clerk to the 

Governors, via the school office and she will be delighted to discuss this with you.  
 

Parent View 

Parent View gives you the chance to tell Ofsted what you think about your child’s school, from the 

quality of teaching to dealing with bullying and poor behaviour. The survey can be completed at any 

time; you don’t have to wait until the school is being inspected.  The information you provide will be 

used when making decisions about which schools to inspect and when.  Click ‘Give your views’ to 

register and complete a survey to help your child’s school improve.            

www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk 
 

 



Illness 
If your child is poorly and will not be in school, please inform the office as soon as possible.  We have 

a dedicated phone line for absences where you can leave a message even out of office hours.  You will 

need to phone every day your child is absent, unless they have had sickness and diarrhoea when it is 

Southmead school policy for your child to be absent from school for 48 hours after the last bout of 

being poorly.  This is to reduce the spread of germs to the rest of the children.   
 

 Attendance and Absence 
If your child is going to be absent for any reason during the school day you should collect an absence 

form from the office.  As much notice as possible is required for it to be authorised and returned to 

the class teacher before the child is taken out of school. 
 

It is important for your child to attend school regularly as it has been proven that children can only 

do their best and flourish at school if they are present on a regular basis.  Children who are late for 

school and who miss school, often achieve less well than their peers. They also lack self esteem and 

find it difficult to build and maintain friendships.   
 

The school has a duty to monitor children’s attendance. It is a priority issue for Ofsted and it is the 

school’s duty to keep abreast of any circumstances that mean your child is not in school. Any time 

requested out of school holidays are only authorised if there are exceptional circumstances.  If you 

take your child on holiday in term time, without the prior approval of the school, you are liable for a 

cash penalty and in extreme cases there are legal implications for parents who do not act within the 

law.  
 

Contact Details 

Please notify the school office as soon as possible if any of your contact details change.  This 

includes mobile phone numbers, work numbers and people that you have put as extra contacts who 

may not be in the area any more. 
 

Free School Meals 
If your circumstances have changed and you think you may be entitled to free school meals, please 

follow the link below for more information or to apply online.  Apply online by downloading an 

application form (862KB - pdf help) and emailing it to the Free School Meals Team at 

freeschoolmeals@devon.gov.uk or call the Customer Service Centre on 0845 155 1019. 

 
 

http://www.devon.gov.uk/freeschoolmealsform.pdf
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