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Hello Parents, Carers and Children, 
 
Welcome to our new EYFS parents 
and our new starters, as well as all 
of our returning families!  It's great 
to be back! 
 
What a fantastic start we have had 
to the new term.  It has been busy, 
yet we have all pulled together and 
most notably, our children have set-
tled extremely well and are back in 
school. 
We have worked hard to support 
them socially, emotionally as well 
as academically and they have 
shown all of our school values in 
abundance.  Friendships have de-
veloped in their class bubbles which 
has worked well with our theme of 
'Belonging' across the school this 
month. 
From next week, children will be in 
Year Group Bubbles, playing with 
their friends across their year group 
at break and lunchtime.  We will 
also be looking at some work 
across the year group to support 
and challenge pupils' learning. 
Thank you all for your support, 
adapting to the changes and being 
generally 'GREAT!'  We have en-
deavoured to do everything we can 
to be Covid Secure. 
 
We Still Need Your Help... 
Needless to say, Covid has affected 
us all financially.  Whilst we ac-
knowledge the financial strain has 
put on families and our community, 
we will be looking to implement 
some extras at school to keep our 
children as safe and as happy as 
possible. 
You may have seen the new can-
opy going across the back of the 
school.  This will provide additional 
learning space, a sheltered area for 
PE in poor weather (when the hall is 

already being used) and an addi-
tional eating space at lunchtimes - 
instead of the classrooms. 
We still want to invest in additional 
hand washing facilities, a track/path 
around the field so children can ac-
cess the equipment in the Winter 
months, further play equipment for 
the Key Stage 1 playground, a 
sports container on the Key Stage 2 
playground and some outside learn-
ing rooms.  The list could, and 
probably will, grow and grow as we 
want to provide the best possible 
resources and learning environ-
ment for our children. 
Over the next few terms, we will be 
holding fund-raising events, and 
similarly to how the ProStrike raised 
funds for football and PE equip-
ment, we will aim to link the cause 
to the way we raise the 
funds.  Please support us where 
you can. 
 
Southmead Friends' Association 
Following on from this, our SFA 
have been amazing at supporting 
us.  The Traversing Wall, new Trim 
Track Trail, Whiteboards and Pro-
jectors, amongst a few, have all 
been supported by our SFA over 
the last year. 
We are very grateful as we would 
not be able to do half of this without 
them. 
Time is often short and family time 
so precious, but we are in desper-
ate need for your help with our SFA 
more than ever!  This year, we plan 
to look at projects, with year groups 
and their parents taking a lead on 
these - possibly with class SFA 
Representative too.  We have 
amazing, audacious plans which we 
can do with a little support from 
everyone.  We all want the best for 
our children so please join our SFA 
and let's make Southmead the best 

it can be! 
There is a virtual AGM Meeting on 
Tuesday 22nd at 9.30am and it 
would be great if you could attend.   
Zoom Meeting ID: 85657395543  
Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/85657395543 
 
We do not expect you to attend 
every meeting, just to help in any 
way you can. 
 
Benches 
This year, we have linked with a 
company that will provide some ad-
ditional seating around our school - 
for EYFS, Key Stage 1 and Key 
Stage 2.  Families, pupils, local 
companies are invited to sponsor 
(effectively purchase) the bench for 
£100 which will include an engraved 
plaque with their name(s) or busi-
ness.  Families/pupils can group 
together to sponsor a bench, it 
could also be in memory of some-
one, or to advertise a business as 
parents will be sitting them whilst 
waiting for collection. 
Please email our school office 
[admin@southmead.devon.sch.uk] 
for further information. 
 
Trips 
We have already organised as 
many trips as possible to support 
and enhance our children's learn-
ing.  Year 5 are looking forward to 
their River Trip in the coming weeks 
and there are many more planned 
for all year groups - providing the 
venues remain open. 
If you are able to support on any 
trips, or would like to in the future, 
please email the school office and 
request a Volunteer Form this will 
start the DBS process which means 
you will be on file to help.  All help 
gratefully received! 
 



Health Advice 
Further to the NHS link https://
www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/
is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/ sent 
earlier this week, please see at-
tached a flowchart to help you de-
cide what to do when your child be-
comes unwell. 
The main message for school par-
ents is that if anyone has symp-
toms, however mild, the household 
should self isolate and the one 
showing symptoms should have a 
test arranged. 
GOV.UK  Stay at Home Guidance 

For Those Showing Symptoms 
(link) 

Main messages... If you 
have symptoms of COVID-19, how-
ever mild, self-isolate for at least 10 
days from when your symptoms 
started. You should arrange to have 
a test to see if you have COVID-19 
– go to testing to arrange. Do not go 
to a GP surgery, pharmacy or hos-
pital. 
We appreciate that this may be ex-
tremely awkward for some families, 
but this is what's expected and 
asked of us during the start of the 
new normal. 
All schools are going to have chil-
dren off ill and, fortunately, those in 
the Braunton Learning Cooperative 
haven't yet needed to close provi-
sion or bubbles.  We all hope that 
families follow the actions that miti-
gate the risks (social distancing 
etc.) which include staying off 
school when there are symptoms 
and arranging for a test and that the 
positive cases in North Devon fol-
low the guidance they've been 
given. 

The symptoms... 
A new continuous cough* -or- a 
temperature -or- a loss/change 

sense of taste/smell. 
 

*(NHS definition: this means 
coughing a lot, for more than an 
hour, or 3 or more coughing epi-
sodes in 24 hours (if you usually 
have a cough, it may be worse 

than usual) 
The GOV.UK Stay at Home Guid-
ance is useful and clear, but Public 
Health England also provide 
an 'Easy Read' leaflet that some 
families may be useful. 
 
 

Covid 19 Test and Results 
If your child is going for or has had 
a Covid 19 test, we will require con-
firmation of the negative result be-
fore they can come back into 
school.  This can either be a for-
ward of the email or screenshot of 
the text message. 
 
Measles, Chicken Pox and Shin-
gles 
Our school currently has a student 
who is receiving medical treatment 
for leukaemia. The student is ac-
tively involved in the school commu-
nity and recovering from treatments 
and their side effects. 
As this student has a compromised 
immune system and is more vulner-
able to disease, it is important that 
you do not send your children to 
school if they have an infectious 
disease (such as the measles, 
chickenpox or flu), your child should 
stay at home until no longer conta-
gious. For more information about 
how long an illness is contagious, 
contact your GP or visit NHS web-
site. 
We would also appreciate it if you 
would notify the school immediately 
if your child has an infectious dis-
ease. This will allow us to notify the 
parents of our student if necessary. 
We appreciate your cooperation.  
 
Reporting an Absence 
If your child will not be attending 
school, please use one of the fol-
lowing methods to inform us: 
Southmead App (available on Apple 
and Android) click on the Absence 
Link. 
Call 01271 812448 and leave a 
message on the absence line which 
is available 24/7. 
Email 
admin@southmead.devon.sch.uk 
 
Contact us 
Should you need to speak to us, 
please call 01271 812448 or email : 
admin@southmead.devon.sch.uk 
 
Phone Scams 
We have received information that 
some parents in our County are 
being called on the phone, allegedly 
by their school, to say their child 
has been involved in an incident or 
taken ill.   An example has been 
where a parent was called to say 
the child was ill and asked to Dial 1 
to be connected to the right person 
to speak to.   

This child was at home that day so 
they knew it could not be correct so 
they attempted to ring the 
school  but discovered the phone 
line had been held open reportedly 
to a high cost phone line.  In an-
other example, the parents were 
asked to contact the school on the 
number provided, which again 
turned out to be a high cost phone 
line. 
  
Please be aware that there seems 
to be a variety of ways of getting 
people to call/connect to a premium 
phone line number by saying their 
child is ill or been in an inci-
dent.  The Southmead School 
phone number is 01271 812448.  
This will be the only phone number 
one of our staff members would 
use. 
We have not been made aware of 
this issue arising at Southmead. 
 
Class Weekly Updates/Homework 
Please check our website https://
www.southmead.devon.sch.uk/ for 
year group weekly updates and 
homework.  
 
Coats 
Please remember to send your child 
to school with a coat – even on a 
seemingly nice day as our lovely 
unpredictable British weather has a 
habit of catching us out! 
 
Parent Pay 
Thank you to everyone who has 
registered with Parent Pay.  Emails 
are sent from school regularly so 
please make sure you are receiving 
them and they are not going into 
your junk/spam folder!  Don’t forget 
you need to verify your email ad-
dress after registering the first time. 
If you haven’t registered yet, please 
contact the school office and we will 
send you an Activation Letter with 
an initial username and password. 
 
We wish you a fantastic weekend - 

enjoy the weather whilst it lasts! 



Class emails are regularly monitored by 
class teachers, so please use these if 
your query is class based: 
 
hermitcrabs@southmead.devon.sch.uk 

 
starfish@southmead.devon.sch.uk 
 
shrimps@southmead.devon.sch.uk 
 
periwinkle@southmead.devon.sch.uk 
 
sandpipers@southmead.devon.sch.uk 
 
kittiwakes@southmead.devon.sch.uk 
 
curlew@southmead.devon.sch.uk 
 
puffins@southmead.devon.sch.uk 
 
dolphins@southmead.devon.sch.uk 
 
porpoises@southmead.devon.sch.uk 
 
greyseals@southmead.devon.sch.uk 
 
otters@southmead.devon.sch.uk 
 

Star of the Week 

Hermit Crabs Daniel P 

Starfish Elliot S 

Shrimps Freya K 

Periwinkles Bella Blue S 

Sandpipers Myla A 

Kittiwakes Peoni P 

Curlews Lily B 

Puffins Zack W 

Dolphins Edith S 

Porpoises Alice K 

Grey Seals Jonah W 

Otters Emily C 

Peregrine Louis Y 

Raven Harley L 


