
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
17th July 2018 
 
Dear pupils, parents and carers, 
 

July 2018 Update on Devon Children’s University Scheme 
 

Firstly, can I say yet again a very big ‘well done’ to all the pupils who have participated in so many clubs 
again this year and worked really hard to gain their Children’s University ‘hours”. When I looked at 
passports last week, it was very rewarding for me to see the range of interest’s pupils have and see pupils 
achieving new award levels.  
 
This week we presented the following pupils with their DCU certificates. Congratulations to all them; 
 
Bronze Award (30 hours) – Robin Reed, Sawyer Dent and Ocean Dent 
Bronze Certificates (130 hours) – Grace Parkin, Isla Nicholls, Macy Nicholls and Ellie Bradford 
Silver Certificates (165 Hours) – Grace Parkin, Isla Nicholls and Macy Nicholls 
 
Several pupils are very close to the next award level, so I hope that any outstanding entries can be 
completed and signed for/stamped by the next check in late September. I also hope over the summer 
holidays there will also be some new opportunities for pupils to gain hours in different ways. Here are a 
couple of ways; 
 

 If you are out and about over the holidays, check out the DCU interactive map and see where you 
might gain additional Children’s University ‘hours’. Many museums and places of interest are 
members of the national scheme and can stamp passports to show you have visited. 
http://www.childrensuniversity.co.uk/home/childrens-university-in-your-area/ 

 

 One new way of gaining additional hours over the summer is to participate through an app 
available on iPad called Libby’s Lab at https://www.natural-apptitude.co.uk/project/libbys-lab/ 
It has been developed by Exeter University to make science fun and is designed for parents and 
children to use together. The app guides you through a series of interesting, fun and easy to do 
experiments and is designed to get kids hooked on science This is a new DCU opportunity which has 
been created by a request from a Southmead parent so many thanks to them. 1 DCU ‘hour’ will be 
given for completing 3 experiments. (4 ‘hours’ in total possible.) Please detail in the passport dates 
and experiments and we will sign off when the passports are checked next. Have fun! 

 
As you know, to get ‘hours’ signed off, a club or organisation needs to be validated by Plymouth University. 
It’s a short process and I continue to ask for your help please in getting the number of clubs validated 
locally using personal invites. I hope your child’s enthusiasm for the scheme and a personal request will 
prove successful! It is then a simple telephone validation process to get ‘badged as a DCU validated club or 
organisation who can sign the passport. If required, Mary-Anne has more information for you in the school 
office to share with a club. 
 
Thanks again for your support of this scheme.  
Have a lovely summer holiday! 
 

Kind regards,  
Mrs Sarah Davies 
 
Southmead School DCU Coordinator 
 

Southmead Primary School 

Wrafton Road, Braunton, North Devon. EX33 2BU.  
T: 01271 812448 E: admin@southmead.devon.sch.uk 

Headteacher: Mrs Gill Gillett 
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Devon Children’s University 
 
A reminder of some basics about the scheme; 
 
 

 Clubs have to be validated by DCU at Plymouth University to have the hours credited. 

 It is entirely voluntary. There is no obligation to take part but is encouraged. 

 Pupils are responsible for remembering to take their passports to clubs, not parents! 

 Please submit the passports regularly when asked as the only record of ‘hours’ gained is in them. 

 All valid hours must be signed for or stamped to count.  

 Any session has to last an hour or more to be credited.  

 School clubs are validated - Sessions lasting less than an hour will be accumulated (e.g. 45 mins + 30 
mins= 1 hour). 

 There is a cost of £5 for replacement passports. 

 Remember if passports are lost, there is no other record of the hours gained so please look after 
them. 

 Anyone in KS2 can join the scheme. Please let the school office know if interested. 

 If you are aware of any new clubs who want to join the scheme, please let the office know the 
details and I will pass them on to Plymouth University. 

 The list of validated clubs is on the Southmead School website and can also be found on the 
interactive DCU map using this link - http://www.childrensuniversity.co.uk/home/childrens-
university-in-your-area/ 
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