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What a wonderful week - despite 
the weather.  The week has really 
seen our children flourish! 

Events This Week 
It was hard to top last week's Poet 
Visit but I think we have!  Our Year 
5s went out on an English inspired 
walk around Wrafton and Heanton 
with, 'Where My Wellies Take Me.' 
This will support the writing task 
over the next week. 
We have also had our annual Har-
vest Festival.  Once again, the 
weather hindered our trip to Christ 
Church, but our Year 5s made it a 
very memorable occasion for us all 
in our very own school hall. 
On Monday, I attended The Big 
Launch at Chivenor and am 
pleased to announce further col-
laborations with the base, which will 
support our children further. 
On Wednesday evening, we also 
welcomed Safe Talk training for our 
community, as we continue to sup-
port the Ask Jake charity. 

Hello Yellow 
On Friday, 11th October, we will be 
encouraging all of our children and 
staff to wear yellow to raise aware-
ness of Mental Health.  Recent sur-
veys show it is now more and more 
common in the young and we are 
hoping to raise money for local 
charities as well as establish a 'Sit, 
Share and Chat' venue at our 
school for the whole commu-
nity.  Since yesterday, other compa-
nies have asked to join us in our 
celebrations.  If you would like to 
promote Hello Yellow, please see 
and share the flyer attached to this 
newsletter.  Our JustGiving Page 
is: https://www.justgiving.com/
crowdfunding/helloyellowbraunton 

SEND Drop-in and Coffee! 
Due to the success of our new 
weekly SEND drop-in sessions, we 
are pleased to let you know that we 
are now offering a coffee morning 
alongside the drop-in. Pop along to 
the Bungalow between 8.30 - 
9.30 am every Tuesday to chat to 
a member of the SEND team or just 
to share a cuppa / biscuit with other 
parents / carers of children with 
SEND. 

Wood Chip 
Last year, a very kind parent / carer 
donated some wood chip to the 
school.  If you were that parent, or 
know them, or even know someone 
with some they could donate this 
year, we would be very grateful. 

A BIG Thank You! 
Yesterday, we saw the largest num-
ber of Key Stage 1 children hav-
ing school din-
ners at lunch time, that I have ever 
seen in my teaching career!  This 
will secure valuable funding for our 
children moving ahead so a huge 
thank you from me and all of us at 
Southmead. 

Photographs 
Our annual photographs were taken 
yesterday and WOW the children 
looked so smart and amaz-
ing.  Thank you to Emily and her 
team for getting through all of our 
children and their siblings.  On that 
note, thank you to all the parents 
and carers that brought their chil-
dren before / after school for the 
sibling photos.  I am sure they will 
make great Christmas presents. 

Harvest Festival 
On Friday, we held our annual Har-
vest Festival at Southmead.  It was 
a lovely morning and all of our chil-
dren and Year 5 families that at-
tended really enjoyed their efforts.  I 
will be humming the Harvest song 
all day! Thank you to all of the fami-
lies who sent in donations - they will 
all be going to The Freedom Cen-
tre, in Barnstaple.  

Braunton Learning Community 
Cooperative Trust 
Yesterday, I attended our first BLC 
Trust Meeting.  All of the school 
Heads and Chairs discussed key 
action areas for all of our schools 
and you will start to hear of the new 
opportunities for our children, that 
we would not have been able to 
achieve without working together.  I 
am also pleased to share that I am 
the Chair of the Trust and look for-
ward to bringing our plans to life. 

School Lunches 
We have recently been advised that 
we must look at our school dinner 
provisions.  Over the next few 
weeks, we will be looking at a new 
improved school dinner menu, in-
cluding our cold packed lunch op-
tion which will 'go live' from Janu-
ary.  As you will appreciate, ALL of 
our school dinners have to 
meet specific levels for sugars, fats 
and salts to promote Healthy Liv-
ing.  Since 2005, with Jamie Oliver, 
there has been a huge emphasis on 
encouraging healthy foods in 
schools across Great Brit-
ain.  Therefore, with this in mind, we 
have been advised to also look at 
the packed lunches (from 
home) across school, and I would 
be grateful if any parents would like 
to form a Working Party with me so 
we can discuss and share ideas. If 
you would like to support this, 
please let the school office know. 
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EYFS Sep 2020 Intake 
To book your hour and a half slot 
on one of our Welcome Sessions, 
please contact the school office, 
dates and times can be found on 
the next page. 

School Photos 
If you would like to order your 
child’s school photo, please 
return the order form and pay-
ment to the school office by 
Thursday 10th October.   You 
can also order them online di-
rect from Tempest and have 
them delivered to school. 

Letterjoin 
Southmead children can now 
practise their handwriting via 
the LetterJoin website. 
To use, go 
to www.letterjoin.co.uk via an 
internet browser (not internet 
explorer) 
To login via a desktop 
Login: eg5723 
Password: Home 
 
To login via an iPad or tablet: 
Login: eg5723  
And make a letter L 

Win an Escape Room Experi-
ence!! 
As a school, we are fundraising to 
raise awareness of mental health 
in children and young people and 
provide an outreach building for 
our Braunton Community. As well 
as our Hello Yellow Day next Fri-
day, we will also be holding a num-
ber of fundraising events. 
The first fundraising event is going 
to be a grand draw to win an es-
cape room experience at Escape 
down the Rabbit Hole, Barnsta-
ple  (https://
www.escapedowntherabbithole.co
m/). This prize is for 4-6 people 
and is worth between £60 and 
£90.This is your opportunity to win 
an exciting experience that can be 
used as a family or with a group of 
friends for a fun, evening out. 
Tickets for the draw will cost 
just £3 each or two for £5. All 
tickets will then be entered into a 
grand draw which will then be 
drawn on Friday 18th October. 
Make your friends or family aware 
of this amazing prize for the 
chance to win the opportunity to 
win this escape room experience 
for just £3 a ticket. 
Tickets will be available from the 
school  office or Mrs Matthews or 
Mrs Huckstep when they are on 
the playground from Monday 7th 
October. 

Maintenance 
Another BIG Thank You this 
time goes to Mr Lee Palmer, from 
Terrific Trades Limited, who re-
sponded to our need for help last 
week.  If any other parents or 
friends of the community are able 
to help, please let us know.  We 
are hoping to repaint the outside of 
the school to bring a fresh feel to 
the building.  Another Thank You 
goes to Mr Andrew Taylor, 
for helping us to render some of 
the areas around the school. 

VR Headsets 
In Science, the Year 6 children 
took a break from finding out about 
gravity and air resistance and to 
recap some of their recent learning 
about the human heart. Scientists 
at Heart Research UK have just 
finished developing a brand new 
learning resource using Oculus Go 
virtual reality (VR) headsets. The 
VR headsets enabled our pupils to 
take a journey through the heart 
itself, from the perspective of a red 
blood cell. Pupils were fascinated 
by the experience … while learn-
ing all about the heart and the cir-
culatory system! 
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Star of the Week 

Hermit Crabs Teddy D 

Starfish Roma R 

Shrimps Rupert S 

Periwinkles Cody A 

Sandpipers Ella-Brooke M 

Kittiwakes Winter S 

Curlews Annabel F 

Puffins James S 

Dolphins Ella J 

Porpoises Finley D 

Grey Seals Bebe J 

Otters Lacey H 

Peregrine Aimee H 

Raven Vaughan M-M 

Weekly Attendance % 

Hermit Crabs  98.2 

Starfish  96.3 

Shrimps  96.67 

Periwinkles  98.8 

Sandpipers  98.62 

Kittiwakes  92.67 

Curlews  98.83 

Puffins  97.6 

Dolphins  99.26 

Porpoises  98.33 

Grey Seals  97.37 

Otters  89.29 

Peregrine  99.55 

Raven  96.25 

Date Event Class/Year 

Mon 7
th
 Oct Residential Year 6 

Fri 11
th
 Oct Hello Yellow – Young Minds (Wear yellow and donate £1) All 

Fri 11
th
 Oct Trip to St Brannocks Church Year 2 

Mon 14
th
 Oct Hakeford Woods Year 3 

      

Tue 12
th
 Nov Sept 2020 EYFS Intake Welcome Session, 9.30am and 6pm   

Fri 15
th
 Nov Children In Need All 

Tue 19
th 

Nov Parents Evening All 

Wed 20
th
 Nov Tarka Tennis Festival Year 4 

Wed 20
th
 Nov Parents Evening All 

Thu 21
st
 Nov Parents Evening All 

Wed 27
th
 Nov Sept 2020 EYFS Intake Welcome Session, 9.30am and 6pm   

Thu 28
th
 Nov Rosemoor Gardens Year 1 

      

Tue 3
rd

 Dec Flu Vaccinations All 

Tue 3
rd

 Dec Swimming Gala Selected 

Fri 6
th
 Dec Sept 2020 EYFS Intake Welcome Session, 9.30am and 4pm   

      

Tue 14
th
 Jan Sept 2020 EYFS Intake Welcome Session, 9.30am   

      

Wed 26 Feb Tarka Tennis Festival Year 2 

      

Fri 19
th
 Jun Oceanfest Year 6 


