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Wow! What a week... you would 
have thought that towards the end 
of term, things might start to slow 
down but not at all!  Please see all 
the events from the week... 

School Kitchen 
I am extremely proud to announce 
that our kitchen now has a 5* 
Health and Hygiene Rating.  We 
were visited by a Health Inspector 
last week, as part of their random 
food hygiene checks which all es-
tablishments serving food must 
have.  Well done to Mr Kevin Ly-
mer (our School Chef) and his 
team for a fantastic, and well de-
served result. 

Charities 
As you may be aware, there are a 
range of charities that support chil-
dren at Christmas, usually pur-
chasing presents for the fam-
ily.  Some of the charities that 
have benefited our school families 
have been HomeStart, Children's 
Centre and The Salvation 
Army.  Unfortunately, this year, 
they have not received enough 
donations (of money or pre-
sents) and so are unable to offer 
presents this year.  If you would 
like to make any donations of pre-
sents (for children aged from 3 - 
11) please drop them at our school 
office.  In the first instance, we will 
ensure our Southmead families 
receive the presents but will then 
pass to the charities that are in 
such need and have helped us on 
so many occasions before. 

Christmas Dinners 
On Wednesday, we celebrated 
Christmas in style.  Serving over 
350 Christmas dinners to pupils, 
staff and builders. Everyone had 
great fun, listening to Christmas 
songs, pulling crackers and tuck-
ing in to a fantastic dinner.  I would 
like to thank all of the staff in-
volved - it was a real team effort. A 
special thanks to Mrs Shannon 
and Mr Lymer for their extended 
efforts with the table layout and 
food.  Please see the smiles on 
everyone's faces! 

Building Work 
You can see we are well into the 
building preparation.  The scaffold-
ing has nearly been completed 
and the roofers will soon be on 
site.  The whole roof is being re-
placed and we will have a com-
plete new shell to the school, after 
already having the rendering re-
done and new doors fitted. 

Christmas Fair 
This Friday welcomes our annual 
Christmas Fair.  It starts straight 
after school and will be 
open until 6pm.  Christmas will 
truly be in the air with the choir 
singing, trumpets playing and a 
range of stalls offering presents to 
buy and games to play.  Your chil-
dren may have said but IF we 
raise £1500 (like we did last year) I 
will receive a SNOW PIE in the 
face.  Further pranks include wear-
ing an ELF outfit for raising £2000 
and a POLAR BATH for reaching 
£2500.  ALL money raised will go 
towards a new climbing wall for 
the children and to enhance our 
outside equipment for lunchtimes 
and playtimes. A HUGE thank you 
goes to our Southmead Friends 
Association and our friends, par-
ents and staff who have and are 
helping with this year's fair. 

NSPCC 
We were very fortunate to wel-
come the NSPCC to both Key 
Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 assem-
blies on Tuesday.  Our children 
listened extremely well to the mes-
sages shared and could all talk 
about what they had understood 
and learnt from the presentations, 
which were specifically designed 
for Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 
children.  It is their right to feel 
safe and they all know they have 
people that they can talk to if they 
wish - at home and at school.  Our 
teachers and pastoral team are 
always on hand if you have any 
further questions. 



Star of the Week 

Hermit Crabs Finnley H 

Starfish Isaac B 

Shrimps Ethan H 

Periwinkles Peonie P 

Sandpipers Teddy C-W 

Kittiwakes Kai-Jay W 

Curlews Aoife B 

Puffins Amelie P 

Dolphins Molly S 

Porpoises Lani A 

Grey Seals Nevaeh T 

Otters Tom F 

Peregrine Ellie B 

Raven Amelia H 

Weekly Attendance % 

Hermit Crabs  94.44 

Starfish  96.97 

Shrimps  94.4 

Periwinkles  96.8 

Sandpipers  94.33 

Kittiwakes  89.14 

Curlews  97.78 

Puffins  93.85 

Dolphins  86.30 

Porpoises  90.42 

Grey Seals  92.22 

Otters  95 

Peregrine  92.61 

Raven  93.75 

Music Productions 
This week saw our EYFS Musical 
Extravaganza with our Reception 
children performing a variety of 
Christmas songs that warmed the 
hearts of everyone!  As you know, 
last week saw our Year 1 and 2 
Christmas productions and I prom-
ised to write to share how much 
we raised from the retiring collec-
tions.  A grand total of £313.72 
was raised and we have already 
spent it on some new glocken-
spiels to support the children with 
their music lessons across the 
school.  

Numbers on Roll 
I am extremely pleased to share 
that we have increased our pupil 
numbers (children on roll) from 
352 pupils last year to 372 pupils 
currently this year.  If you know 
anyone keen to move to the area, 
or that have children due to start 
school, please mention us to them 
and we can offer to arrange a 
tour of the school for them. 

Data 
You may have seen our teachers 
busy at work before and after 
school this week.  Every half-term 
and term, we collect data on our 
children across the school to make 
sure they are being supported and 
challenged where appropri-
ate.  This is in addition to their 
daily teacher assessments within 
each lesson.  The aim of these 
'Data-Drops' is to ensure each and 
every child gets the education they 
deserve and reaches their full po-
tential. 

We have also had Year 3's 
Christingle at St Brannock's 
Church.  It was a lovely celebra-
tion for the whole family and the 
children's singing and readings 
were a credit to everyone.  Thank 
you to Rev. Anne for welcoming 
us, yet again, and a huge amount 
of gratitude goes to our staff for 
putting all of these events on. 
Due to the weather, we have had 
to reschedule our Key Stage 2 
Carol Service to Tuesday 17th 
December at 10am.  Thank you to 
Rev. Anne and St. Brannock's for 
re-arranging for us as it is so nice 
to have the Carol Service at the 
Church. 

Music @ Southmead 
I am pleased to share that Mr 
Lewis Gibbs, visited Southmead 
on Wednesday to see all of the 
musical opportunities our children 
have.  He was very impressed with 
the offer that we provide for our 
children and is looking to work-
ing with us moving forward to pro-
vide even further opportunities 
both inside and outside of the 
classroom. 
To complement this further, I met 
with all of the Music Leads for 
Caen, Georgeham, Marwood and 
Kinsgacre to confirm and finalise 
our plans for an Infant and Junior 
Music Festival in the new 
year!  Further details to follow... 

Final Message of 2019 
It just leaves me to thank you and 
your children for a fantastic 2019 
and I wish you a very Happy 
Christmas.  See you all in 2020! 
Mr Plumb 

Newsletter Winner! 
Last week's lucky newsletter win-
ner was Mrs Marlow who has won 
£5 worth of raffle tickets for the  
Christmas Fair! 
 
This weeks question is:  Name 
one of the three charities who nor-
mally help 
with Christ-
mas pre-
sents. 

Facebook and Twitter 
Please remember to find us on 
Facebook or Twitter: To find us on 
Facebook search Southmead Pri-
mary and look for the bus!  To find 
us on Twitter search School South-
mead. 

Mon 16
th
 Dec Time to Shine Assembly Platinum Awards 

Mon 16
th
 Dec Star Walk, 5pm – 6.30pm EYFS 

Tue 17
th
 Dec Carol Service KS2 

Tue 17
th

 Dec Last day of Autumn Term All 

Tue 7
th

 Jan First day of Spring Term All 

The winning house for non uniform 
day on Tue 17

th
 Dec is Farah with 

2713 points! Well done :) 

Wear something Christmassy if 
you wish! 


