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Coming Up..... 

 

Monday 15th October Exmoor Trip 3CUR & 3PUF 

Tuesday 16th October Exmoor Trip 4POR & 4/5DOL 

Wednesday 17th October SFA Cake Sale after school All 

Thursday 18th October Exmoor Trip 5/6GRE & 6BLE 

Friday 19th October  Non-Uniform Day Yellow/Malala House 

Friday 19th October 8.45am-9.30am Headteacher Meet and Greet All 

 

Headteacher News 

Well another week has come to an end.  It has been a very different week with many of the Year 6 

children on their residential at Adventure International in Bude.  They have had a fantastic time and 

I was fortunate enough to visit them during the week.  Over the 5 days they have been kayaking, 

surfing, abseiling, climbing, the list goes on.  Furthermore, new friendships have been developed and 

resilience and self-belief have been encouraged, amongst some of our other school values. 

 
Core Values 

As you know, we have been emphasising our school values this half-term, which have been 

rewarded with house points.  The points are collected together each week across Key Stage 1 and Key 

Stage 2 and are shared in assembly - celebrating the winning team each week.  At the end of each 

half-term, the winning team will be allowed to wear non-uniform for the last day of that half-term.  I 

am pleased to announce that next Friday, the Yellow Team will be allowed to wear non-uniform to 

school all day.  We will start the next half-term afresh. 

In line with our values, we are looking to seek parental opinion regarding our core values.  If you are 

able to complete a very quick survey online, I would be most grateful. It would take less than one 

minute and would provide us with a valuable insight to the core values of parents for their children.  

Please click on the link to give your view. https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/NQP8PD8 

 

Assistant Headteachers 

With Mrs Gillett and Miss Condon leaving at the end of last term, we have recognised the need for a 

new Senior Leadership Team to be established.  Upon my appointment, I spoke to Governors 

regarding a structure moving forward.  To ensure consistency and to demonstrate our 'all in it 

together' attitude, I have successfully appointed Miss Becca Wyles as our new Key Stage 1 Assistant 

Headteacher and Mrs Nicky Spear as our Key Stage 2 Assistant Headteacher. As a result, if you 

have any issues or concerns please feel free to speak to your child's class teacher in the first 

instance, before raising it further with your child's Key Stage Assistant Headteacher. 
 

 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/NQP8PD8


Meet the Headteacher 
It has now been 5 weeks since I joined Southmead Primary School.  It is a pleasure to see you at the 

gate every morning.  In addition I would like to offer you the opportunity to meet me on Friday 19th 

October from 8.45am-9.30am in the school hall.  This will be an informal meeting for you to come in, 

have a tea/coffee and biscuit and chat.  I am very keen to get to know you and your children.  In the 

meantime, if you have any particular areas you would like to raise, please always feel free to arrange 

a meeting at the office or with me directly at the gate.  I look forward to seeing you. 
 

School Nurse 

Yesterday, I met with our school nurse - Jacqui Bentley.  She has advised us that there is now a 

Central Hub which ensures a School Nurse is always on duty.  If you would like to contact the hub, 

please call 0333 234 1904.  There will also be a 'pop-up' School Nurse stand in the Key Stage 1 

playground (outside the Year 1 classes) on Wednesday 7th November from 8.30am until 

approximately 9.30am.  This will be weather permitting.  In the event of rain, we will reschedule. 
 

Support 
We value the support and help of all of our school community and we are also keen to support our 

community too.  Over the next few weeks, we are looking for some quotes to replace doors, gates 

and build an outdoor classroom.  If you have any contacts in any of these trades, please let us know, 

especially if they are happy to quote.  Thank you in advance for your support. 

 

Wet Play Games 

It was a pleasure to see our children benefiting from the Wet Play games today.  Thank you to 

everyone for their support during our fundraiser for these.  We couldn't have done it without you. 

 

Flowers Around the School 

You may have seen our lovely new flower bed that is starting to take shape at the front of the 

school.  Thank you to Mrs Coleridge who is a local community member that gives up her time to make 

our school a little more cheerier!  If you have any spare plants at home, please feel free to leave 

them just outside the main office. 

On the note of gardening, our troop of Parent Helpers who are tackling our Kitchen Garden initiative 

and Forest School Project are gaining in numbers.  If you would like to help, please contact Mrs K 

Major via the school office.  We are even desperate for people to help dumping our green waste.  It 

would be a shame to have to purchase a skip out of the funding as we could spend it on so many other 

things for our children.  If you have a trailer or a van and would do one trip to the recycling centre 

for us we would be very grateful.  Again, please contact the school office if you can help. 

 

House Points 

Our House Points have currently been allocated to teams named as colours.  The School Council, 

supported by Mrs Da Silva, have been working very hard to finalise some official House / 

team names.  The children had fantastic ideas and I am extremely proud of their final choice!  They 

have decided to follow the theme of inspirational people of modern day.  Therefore, moving forward, 

our House / team names are going to be: 

 

Malala (Yellow) 

Hawking (Green) 

Farah (Red) 

Watson (Blue) 

 

Malala has non-uniform next Friday 19th October.  Well done! 



Class Attendance for week ending Friday 12th October 

Whilst weekly class attendance is improving, classes are expected to be at least 98%. 

 

Class % 

0 Hermit Crabs (AVF) 96.3 

0 Starfish (SN) 95.4 

1 Shrimps (BW/NL) 94.2 

1 Periwinkle (SB) 95.7 

2 Sandpipers (AF) 94.5 

2 Kittiwakes (SW/BW) 93.9 

3 Curlews (AP) 99.6 

3 Puffins (RB) 95.6 

4 Porpoises (ES) 95.3 

4/5 Dolphins (ADS) 94.3 

5 Otters (KC) 96.3 

5/6 Grey Seals (NS) 100 

6 Blenny (AK) 99.3 

 

Parent Pay 

Stay up to date with all the newsletters, class letters, club news and general information by 

registering with parent pay.  If you require a new username and password, please speak to or email 

the office ladies on 01271 812448 / admin@southmead.devon.sch.uk 

If you have more than one child, you need to register each one. 

You can add more than one email address to your child’s account so both parents/carers can be kept 

informed. 

 

Flu Vaccinations 

If your child missed the flu vaccination in school this week they will be invited to an extra clinic 

which is likely to take place mid November.  As soon as the venues and dates have been confirmed we 

will send the information out to everyone. 

 

Birth Certificates 

It is a requirement that we see all pupils’ birth certificates that are enrolled at Southmead Primary 

School.  Thank you to those who have brought them into school or provided a copy.  If you have not 

already done so, please pop into the office so we can confirm it has been seen.  We do not require a 

copy. 

 

Secondary School Places  

If your child is in year 6 their application for a secondary school place needs to be in by Wednesday 

31st October.  Late applications may result in your child not getting a place in their first choice 

school.   

https://new.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/school-information/apply-for-a-school-place/apply-

for-a-secondary-school-place 

 

Cake Donations – Wednesday 17th October 

We would really appreciate your donations of cakes for the sale after school next 

Wednesday.  Please bring them to the school office on the day - and we promise not 

to eat them ;)  Please include a brief description of ingredients if possible. 

 

mailto:admin@southmead.devon.sch.uk
https://new.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/school-information/apply-for-a-school-place/apply-for-a-secondary-school-place
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Mealtime Assistants to start ASAP 

2 x 6.25  hours per week (1.25 hours per day)  

1 x 10 hours per week (2 hours per day)* working in the school dinner hall 

Monday - Friday term time only 

£8.50 per hour 

We are looking to appoint enthusiastic helpers to join our committed team supervising lunchtimes. We 

are looking for someone who is friendly, reliable, a good team worker and ideally has experience of 

working with children.   

This vacancy is permanent subject to the completion of a successful six month probationary period.  

The role will include   

 Ensuring and monitoring the safety and good behaviour of all the children at lunchtime. 

 Interacting and communicating with the children to promote cooperative play  

 Supervising the children on the school playground and organizing activities to encourage 

positive, happy and fun lunchtimes. 

Southmead Primary is an inclusive school and the children are at the heart of everything we do. All 

staff are encouraged to build positive relationships with children, parents and visitors to the school. 

Application packs are available on request from the school office or by emailing 

adrescher@southmead.devon.sch.uk.  Please state on your application form which post you wish to be 

considered for or if you wish to be considered for all posts. 

Southmead Primary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and 

young people, and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.  A DBS (Disclosure and 

Barring Service) check is required for this post. 

Closing date for applications: Noon 19th October.   

 

Braunton Academy Cross Country Races  

Information for Southmead parents and carers:- 
Braunton Academy students during their PE lessons in years 7-10 will be taking part in 2 cross 

country runs/races from Monday 15th October - Friday 20th October 2018.  Students will be running 

a set course which uses the areas that surround/include the athletics track, tennis courts, AGP with 

students using the path from the main Academy car park to get to tweedies running past the 

entrances to Southmead Primary School.  Staff will be positioned accordingly with mobile phones and 

first aid kits at pinch points to monitor specific areas. 1 specifically outside Southmead main 

entrance. There will be wooden stakes in the soft ground on areas of the course which display key 

information for students running and passers by. Please do not remove these and take care when 

using foot paths. 

 

Early Help: Devon Children and Families Partnership 

When a child/young person/family needs something extra, Early Help is the initial response offered 

by all services in contact with children, young people and families. This builds an understanding to 

address extra needs and prevent situations from getting more difficult for children and young 

people.  The aim of Early Help is to build on people’s capacity and resources to manage their own 

dilemmas, resolve their own difficulties and prevent further problems in the future. Early Help is 

not a designated team it is the way that EVERYONE works together to support the needs of 

families. 

 

CAN Play – Before and After School Club 

CAN Play run our before and after school club.  They can take children from 7.45am, provide 

breakfast and will make sure they are in class for registration.  This is held in the school hall.  The 

after school club is held in the Cherry Tree Cafe and runs until 6pm.  Registration forms can be 

provided by the school office.  If you have any questions please contact CAN Play on 07778 683769, 

mailto:adrescher@southmead.devon.sch.uk


01237 471972 or go to www.canplay.co.uk  There is a centralised booking and cancellations system.  If 

you want to book or cancel, please call the CAN Play office on 01237 471972 and leave message, text 

07778 683769 or email southmead@canplay.co.uk.   

 

Head Lice Check 

Although it is very difficult to prevent head lice, in an attempt 

to eliminate the prevalence of it in school we would encourage all 

parents and carers to do a weekly check of their child’s hair.  

Regular detection combing can lead to early discovery and 

treatment.  For more information “NHS Choices” have a 

comprehensive webpage on the subject.  

 

http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/Head-

lice/Pages/Introduction.aspx#prevention 

 

Volleyball – Academy of Beach Sports 

Are you looking for a new sport to try?  If so, how about Volleyball?  The sessions available are:- 

Monday – 6pm - 7:30pm Open gameplay to all 14yrs+ at Petroc college. 

Wednesday - 4:30pm - 6pm for years 5 to 9 at Pilton School, 6pm - 7:30pm for years 9 to 13 at Pilton 

school. 

Saturday - 9:30am-11am at The North Devon leisure centre. 

All sessions are pay as you go so come and give it a try!  All sessions £4.  For any information please 

contact Academyofbeachsports.org.uk, Denise Austin, denise@beachvolleyballinc.com, 07773382305 

 

Half term activities at Barnstaple Library 

Award-winning local author Claire Barker will be visiting Barnstaple Library on Tuesday 23rd 

October 10.30-11.30am. She will be talking about her new book 'Picklewitch and Jack' which is 

suitable for 7-10 year olds. 

If you would like to come please call into the library to book your places. Tickets are £2 per child. 

On Wednesday 24th October we will also be holding a creepy craft session from 2-4pm. Come along 

and join in the spooky fun. This event is a free drop-in session. 

There will be a spooky treasure hunt around the library too from Saturday 20th to Saturday 29th. 

Children will be able to search for clues and solve a word puzzle. 

And finally we are changing the day and time for our weekly Lego Club. From 27th October, it will be 

every Saturday 2-4pm. Children and adults can turn up and make a lego creation. 

We do hope to see you over the holidays. All welcome. 
 

Music Lessons 

 

Violin Jane Norris 07946005366 Mondays 

Singing  Sophie Kerslake 07799 719865 Tuesdays 

Trumpet Paul Moulton 07949 933440  

Keyboard & Violin Rebecca Barrow  07828 601778 Thursdays 

Piano Amanda Oscroft 07926 091831 Thursdays  

Guitar Jess Worth  07720868201 Fridays 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.canplay.co.uk/
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Events and Activities 

 

Date Event/Activity Class/Year Group 

Mon 15th Oct Exmoor Trip 3CUR & 3PUF 

Tue 16th Oct Exmoor Trip 4POR & 4/5DOL 

Wed 17th Oct SFA Cake Sale after school All 

Thu 18th Oct Exmoor Trip 5/6GRE & 6BLE 

Fri 19th Oct Non-Uniform Day Yellow House 

Fri 19th Oct Headteacher Meet and Greet All 

Mon 29th Oct Height & Weight Checks Year 6 

Tue 30th Oct SATs Meeting 3.30pm – 4pm KS1 Parents 

Monday 22nd – Friday 26th October HALF TERM 

   

Thu 1st Nov SATs Meeting 3.30pm - 4pm KS2 

Wed 7th Nov School Nurse Pop Up 8.30am – 9.30am All 

Wed 7th – Thu 8th Nov Parents Evenings All 

Tue 27th Nov Southmead & BLC Cross Country Running Festival Selected Yr 3 & 4 

Tue 27th Nov Full Governing Body Meeting 6.30pm All welcome 

   

Mon 17th Dec Christingle Service 6.30pm at St. Brannocks Year 3 

Tue 18th Dec Carol Service 11am at St. Brannocks KS2 

Wednesday 19th December AUTUMN TERM ENDS 

   

Monday 7th January SPRING TERM STARTS 

   

Tue 5th Feb Full Governing Body Meeting 6.30pm All 

Monday 18th – Friday 22nd February HALF TERM 

   

Friday 5th April SPRING TERM ENDS 

Tuesday 23rd April SUMMER TERM STARTS 

   

Monday 6th May BANK HOLIDAY 

Tue 7th May Full Governing Body Meeting 6.30pm All 

Fri 10th May Whole School Class Photos & Year 6 Leavers All 

   

Monday 27th – Friday 31st May HALF TERM 

   

Tue 2nd Jul Full Governing Body Meeting 6.30pm All 

Wed 3rd Jul Sports Day All 

Fri 5th Jul Reserve Sports Day All 

Monday 22nd July SUMMER TERM ENDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Clubs 

 
Club Year  Teacher Day Location Collect from Finish time 

Skills to Play 2&3 Mrs Wynn Mon Hall KS1 Patio 4pm 

KS1 Football  1&2 Mr Broadbent  Mon 1PER(SB):Field/Astro  KS1 playground 4pm 

       

Recorder  KS2 Mrs Spear Tue 5/6GRE(NS) Lunchtime 

Home Learning KS2 Mrs Da Silva Tue 4/5DOL(ADS) Lunchtime 

Cross Country KS2 Mr Corney & Mrs Da Silva Tue 6BLE(AK):Offsite Year 5/6 patio 4.15pm 

Tennis 4,5&6 Miss Brooks Tue 3PUF(RB):Offiste  KS1 playground 4.15pm 

       

Choir KS2 Sophie Kerslake Wed 6BLE(AK) Lunchtime 

Maths/Homework 2 Mrs Fryer Wed 2SAN(AF) Lunchtime 

Sing and Swing All Sophie Kerslake Wed  Hall Hall 4.15pm 

Aikido All Phillip Da Silva Wed  Hall Hall 6pm 

       

Tag Rugby 4,5&6 Mrs Priddis Thu 3CUR(AP):Field KS1 playground 4.15pm 

Netball 5&6 Mrs Cooper Thu 5OTT(KC): KS2 playground KS2 playground 4pm 

STEM Kids Club KS2 STEM Instructor Thu 5/6GRE(NS) Year 5/6 patio 4.15pm 

       

KS2 Football 4,5&6 Mr Short Fri 4POR(ES): Astro KS2 playground 4.15pm 

Zumba 3,4&5 Miss Kenshole Fri Hall Hall 4.15pm 

 

Regular Reminders 
 

Governors Meetings 

The Governors’ Meetings are held every half term. These meetings are held in public and as such, 

those of the school community including parents and carers, are encouraged to attend and sit in the 

public area to listen to the discussion. Those in the public area cannot participate in the meeting and 

will be asked to leave if matters of a confidential matter are discussed.  If you would be interested 

in attending a meeting of the Full Governing Body please contact Elaine McIntosh, the Clerk to the 

Governors, via the school office and she will be delighted to discuss this with you.  
 

Illness 
If your child is poorly and will not be in school, please inform the office as soon as possible.  We have 

a dedicated phone line for absences where you can leave a message even out of office hours.  You will 

need to phone every day your child is absent, unless they have had sickness and diarrhoea when it is 

Southmead school policy for your child to be absent from school for 48 hours after the last bout of 

being poorly.  This is to reduce the spread of germs to the rest of the children.   
 

 Attendance and Absence 
If your child is going to be absent for any reason during the school day you should collect an absence 

form from the office.  As much notice as possible is required for it to be authorised and returned to 

the class teacher before the child is taken out of school. 
 

It is important for your child to attend school regularly as it has been proven that children can only 

do their best and flourish at school if they are present on a regular basis.  Children who are late for 

school and who miss school, often achieve less well than their peers. They also lack self esteem and 

find it difficult to build and maintain friendships.   
 

The school has a duty to monitor children’s attendance. It is a priority issue for Ofsted and it is the 

school’s duty to keep abreast of any circumstances that mean your child is not in school. Any time 

requested out of school holidays are only authorised if there are exceptional circumstances.  If you 



take your child on holiday in term time, without the prior approval of the school, you are liable for a 

cash penalty and in extreme cases there are legal implications for parents who do not act within the 

law.  
 

Contact Details 

Please notify the school office as soon as possible if any of your contact details change.  This 

includes mobile phone numbers, work numbers and people that you have put as extra contacts who 

may not be in the area any more. 
 

Free School Meals 
If your circumstances have changed and you think you may be entitled to free school meals, please 

follow the link below for more information or to apply online.  Apply online by downloading an 

application form (862KB - pdf help) and emailing it to the Free School Meals Team at 

freeschoolmeals@devon.gov.uk or call the Customer Service Centre on 0845 155 1019. 

 
 

http://www.devon.gov.uk/freeschoolmealsform.pdf
http://www.devon.gov.uk/freeschoolmealsform.pdf
http://www.devon.gov.uk/internet_viewers_and_plug-ins.htm
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