
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                       

Monday 6th July 

 

Hello everyone, 

 

I hope you are well and finding ways to adapt to the 'new' normal at the moment.  It feels some 

time since I last wrote but we have been making lots of plans for the last 2 weeks of our Summer 

Term. 

Whilst there are lots of discussions still continuing, our current plans are: 

 

Teachers for Next Year 

For next year, we have tried to keep as much consistency as possible for staff, pupils and 

parents.  However, there have been a couple of changes for the teaching staff for 2020/2021.  

Please see below for our classes and the class teacher. 

 

Starfish - Mrs Dupuy 

Hermit Crabs - Mrs Wilsdon 

Shrimps - Mrs Wynn / Mrs Lyall 

Periwinkles - Mr Broadbent 

Sandpipers - Mrs Fryer / Mrs Huckstep 

Kittiwakes - Miss Wyles / Ms Otani 

Puffins - Miss Brooks 

Curlews - Miss Williams 

Dolphins - Mrs Da Silva 

Porpoises - Mr Short 

Otters - Mrs Cooper 

Grey Seals - Miss Mugleston 

Peregrines - Mrs Spear 

Ravens - Miss Kenshole 

 

This week, we are interviewing for additional Teaching Assistants.   Once appointments have been 

made, we will notify you of the additional staffing for each class. 

 

Classes for Next Year 

After much conversation between teachers, teaching assistants and comments from our Parent 

Evening calls and Pastoral calls, we have finalised out class lists for next year. 



During this time, our main focus has been on the well-being of all children so friendships have 

played a major part in the allocation of classes.  We have then considered additional needs and 

challenge within the classroom, boy/girl mixes, ability groupings amongst many more factors. 

With over 50 children joining us last year, and some leaving, it can change the dynamics of a class 

significantly so it is important we regularly consider each class carefully. 

You will be notified of your child's new class and teacher tomorrow - Tuesday 7th July.  

 

Transition 

Every year, we take great pride with our transition for the year ahead.  During the unfamiliar times, 

it is even more important for a smooth transition into the next year.  Currently, we are planning 

Zoom Meetings with your child's new teacher.  In the last week, commencing 13th July, we are 

planning on 2 Zoom Meetings with your child's new class teacher.  This will be instead of their 

usual meeting with their current teacher.  Further information will follow, but due to the 

complexities of ensuring children currently at school as well as at home can attend, every class 

will have a different time with their teacher. 

We have also been developing a 'Back to School' section on our website to support our children 

moving into their new classes.  Teachers will also be sharing some information about themselves 

and there will be pictures too. 

 

Reports 

At the very beginning of the 'lockdown,' our staff started writing your child's report so they 

accurately captured where your child was at that moment in time.  We had recently undertaken 

assessments as part of our data cycle and have updated our comments if they have been in, sent 

in work and/or shared with their class teacher, where relevant. 

Your child's report will be given out, if they are in school, on Monday 13th July.  They will be 

available to collect from the School Office from 1pm on Monday 13th July but please avoid 

collection times (2.30pm-3.15pm). Alternatively, if you are unable to collect and to minimise 

visitors, we would be happy to post/email your child's report to you.  Please let us know if you 

would like it posted/emailed. 

 

Uniform 

Currently, we acknowledge that children may need new shoes and other parts of our uniform.  As 

the children are bound to grow over the Summer, please do not worry about purchasing new 

shoes etc.  We encourage children to be as smart as possible for the final two weeks.  In 

September, we will return to our full, normal uniform. 

 

Sports Days 

We have re-organised our annual Sports Day - we couldn't not have one could we!?  On 

Thursday, we have created an Activity Day for pupils in and out of school as well as including 

additional activities too.  Please send your child in in a PE kit on Thursday - with their House 

colour top. No football shirts please. 

 

Summer Provision 

We have approached North Devon Primary Games to run a holiday provision, on a Wednesday, 

during the Summer holidays.  It has been incredibly popular and they are also looking at offering 

an additional day.  This opportunity is open to children across the Braunton Co-operative Trust 

and will be run from Southmead.  Please contact them directly (from the flyer previously sent out) 

for bookings and any questions. 



 

Thank You 

Finally, I just wanted to say thank you very much for all your support - whether it be at school or 

from home - we couldn't have done it without you.  No one could ever have imagined or had 

experience of the challenges we have faced over the last 4 months.  Our children, their families 

and our teaching staff have all been amazing.  Together, we have achieved great things and got 

through what has quite often been referred to as 'these unprecedented times.' 

As we approach the final two weeks, we will continue to provide personalised Home Learning for 

all of our pupils.  I know you may be concerned about where your child is both academically and 

emotionally for their return in September but please do not worry.  You may think it is easy for me 

to say, but our staff are incredible!  We are fortunate that we have an accurate data capture just 

before they left and our teachers will be having a detailed 'handover' during our INSET days, 

letting them know about academic abilities, friendships, anxieties, medical needs, sense of 

humour, left/right handed (for seating allocations) amongst many other things.  Whilst the Zoom 

Meetings will also support, please do get in contact with us, via our Pastoral 

email: pastoral@southmead.devon.sch.uk, if you would like to talk to us about anything.  No 

matter is too small. 

 

Mr Plumb 
Headteacher 
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