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At the end of another eventful 

week, I am pleased to write our 

3rd Newsletter of the new Term. 

Calling Our Parents, Carers 
and Friends 
Do any of you have a skill or 

trade you would be willing to 

share with us?  We are currently 

seeking some help with some 

minor plumbing work, painting 

and double glazing repairs to 

ensure the school is in the 

best condition possible.  An hour 

from a few people would be 

amazing and would make a big 

difference.  We are happy to 

fit timings around you.  It means 

we can continue to spend our 

limited funds on the resources 

for our children - as well 

as on the key materials to com-

plete the maintenance jobs. If 

you can help, please leave your 

contact details at the school of-

fice. 

Informal Parent Meetings 
This week, many of you may have 
been to meet your child's new 
teacher and see their new class-
room.  During these meeting we 
have shared whole school visions 
and provided Curriculum Over-
views for the year group.  As we 
now have 14 classes across the 
school, all year groups are cover-
ing their own bespoke curriculum 
to meet the needs of our chil-
dren.  I am very proud of the ef-
forts our staff have gone to ensure 
a fun, engaging curriculum for our 
children and their future. 
If you have missed any of these 

meetings (Year 4 and EYFS are 

the only two still to come) please 

see our school website (at the 

bottom of the home page - https://

www.southmead.devon.sch.uk), 

from 30th September, or pop into 

the office for a paper copy of the 

Year Group Presentations. 

Braunton Co-Operative Trust 
Yesterday, all of the Headteach-

ers from our newly formed Trust, 

met to discuss planned key ini-

tiatives moving forward.  Looking 

ahead, our key areas will focus 

around Writing, Mental Health 

and Well-Being and the 

Arts.  Further details and infor-

mation will follow but I have to 

say, there are very exciting 

times ahead for all of our pupils! 

Lunchtimes 
This week, I met with all of our 
fantastic Meal Time Assistants 
and we discussed further ac-
tivities for our children to par-
ticipate in during lunch-
times.  We will be rolling out 
Play Leaders roles, and appli-
cations will be circulated to 
Year 6 children in the coming 
days.  Thank you to all of our 
parents and children who 
have donated board games, 
fancy dress costumes, books 
and DVDs.  Children have re-
ceived House Points for their 
kind donations.  If you have 
something to donate, please 
bring it to the school office 
with your child's name clearly 
labelled, so they get their 
House Points. 
Also, if you are interested in 

applying to be a Meal Time 

Assistant, even a 'Relief' Meal 

Time Assistant, please do let 

us know, or look at the web-

site (https://

www.southmead.devon.sch.u

k/staff-vacancies). 
Musical Instruments 
You may have seen our lovely, 

new musical instruments that have 

been installed in the Key Stage 1 

playground.  Many thanks to our 

amazing Southmead Friends Asso-

ciation for raising the funds for 

these.  The children have really 

enjoyed them both before and after 

school as well as during play 

times.  I was most proud to see our 

fantastic children lining up to take 

turns.  Well done and thank you 

children! 

Marking 
Every teacher does it but what 

is the impact?  This year, we 

have implemented a new 

marking approach for writ-

ing.  Ask your children what 

the green and pink high-

lighters mean. We want to en-

sure our marking serves its 

purpose - to help our chil-

dren.  Already, children have 

been able to tell us what was 

good about a piece of work 

and what / where they need to 

improve. 
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Year Group Welcome Meet-
ings 
Year group information from the 
Welcome Meetings can be 
found on the front page of our 
school website. 
https://
www.southmead.devon.sch.uk/  

SFA (Southmead PTA) 
Everyone is welcome to come 
along to our first meeting of this 
school year on Thursday 26th 
September at 9am. This is a 
chance for you to share ideas, 
find out what we're all about, 
show support and see how you 
can get involved. Sign in at the 
office at 9am. Little ones wel-
come.  
 
We'd also like to thank every-
one who came to and raised 
money at the summer fair. 
Some of the money raised has 
paid for the new musical instru-
ments outside the Year 2 class-
rooms.  

Flu Vaccination 
This is a reminder to let you 
know the school's link will now 
be closing on the 29th Septem-
ber.  They have extended the 
deadline :)  
If you have not yet completed 
the Flu consent form for your 
child this will be your last oppor-
tunity to do so and have the 
vaccination in school.  The con-
sent link can be found at: 
https://
schoolimms.virgincare.co.uk/
flu/2019/devon 
If you do not have access to a 
computer or experience diffi-
culty with completing the form 
online Virgin Care would be 
happy to do this with you over 
the phone on the following num-
ber: 0333 321 9884. 

Teaching 
Once again, I have had the 

pleasure of teaching this week 

and covering Year 3.  Our 

children have adapted so well 

to their new year groups 

across the school, and in par-

ticular the transition from Year 

2 to 3 has been brilliant.  This 

week, we have learnt about 

place value and the impor-

tance of number lines as well 

as starting to develop our 

knowledge of instructions and 

diary writing.  The effort 

the children are showing is 

brilliant and I look forward to 

seeing their final outcomes. 

Results 
We have started to receive our 

analysed comparison data from 

last year - EYFS Development, 

Year 1 Phonics, Key Stage 1 Re-

sults and Key Stage 2 Re-

sults.  We are very proud of our 

achievements but also want to 

continue to develop and im-

prove.  Over the next weeks, you 

will see banners celebrating our 

achievements at the front of the 

school. 

Reminders 
Next week sees us hold the 

final 2 Parent Meetings for 

Year 4 (24th) and EYFS 

(27th) as well as the Year 2 

Beach Visit (25th) and our 

Poet Visit (26th). 

Looking Ahead 
Parents' Evenings will be on 

Tuesday 19th November, 

Wednesday 20th November (until 

6pm) and Thursday 21st Novem-

ber. 

Have a fantastic weekend with 

your children and I look forward to 

hearing all about our children's 

adventures on Monday. 
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Star of the Week 

Hermit Crabs Freya K 

Starfish Isla B 

Shrimps Sebastian M 

Periwinkles Faith T 

Sandpipers Spencer P 

Kittiwakes Mila T 

Curlews Tuli P 

Puffins Layla S 

Dolphins George O 

Porpoises Annie N 

Grey Seals Lyra W-D 

Otters Beatrix C-W 

Peregrine Jago B 

Raven Tyler W 

Weekly Attendance % 

Hermit Crabs  97.44 

Starfish  98.52 

Shrimps  98.33 

Periwinkles  93.20 

Sandpipers  95.52 

Kittiwakes  99 

Curlews  94 

Puffins  97.6 

Dolphins  99.63 

Porpoises  96.67 

Grey Seals  95.77 

Otters  95.36 

Peregrine  94.55 

Raven  91.25 

Newsletter Winner 
This week's lucky winner was 
Mrs Parkin.  She will be collect-
ing this week's prize, a box of 
chocolates, from the school of-
fice today. 
Remember to reply 'Read' to 
next week's newsletter to enter! 

After School 
Clubs 

Year Leader Day Location Collect from Finish 

Boys Football 4-6 Mr Short Mon 4POR/Astro KS2 Patio 4.15pm 

Girls Football 4-6 Mr Reed Mon 4DOL/Astro KS1 Patio 4.15pm 

Skills 2 Play 2-3 Mrs Wynn Mon 2KIT/Hall KS1 Patio 4pm 

Cross Country 3-6 Miss Brookes/ 
Mr Corney 

Tue 6RAV Yr 6 Patio 4.15pm 

Recorder 4-6 Mrs Spear Tue 6PER Yr Patio 4pm 

Lego 1-2 Mrs Eames Wed 2SAN KS1 Patio 4.20pm 

Aikido All Mr Da Silva Wed Hall Hall 5pm - 6pm 

Art 4-6 Mr Young Thu 5OTT KS2 Patio 4.20pm 

Tag Rugby 4-6 Mrs Priddis Thu 3CUR/Field KS1 Playground 4.15pm 

Basketball 3-4 Mr Roper Thu 4POR/KS2  
Playground/Hall 

KS2 Patio 4.15pm 

Basketball 5-6 Mr Roper Thu 5GRE/KS2  
Playground/Hall 

KS2 Patio 4.20pm – 5.20pm 

Lunchtime Clubs Year Leader Day Location Time 

KS2 Home Learning 3-6 Mrs Da Siva Tue 4DOL 12.40pm – 1.10pm 

Choir 3-6 Mrs Kerslake Tue 6PER 12.40pm – 1.10pm 

Mathletics/Homework 2 Mrs Fryer Wed 2SAN 12.30pm – 1pm 

Computing 1 Mr Broadbent/Miss Otani Fri 1PER 12.20pm 12.50pm 

Construction KS1 Mrs Wilsdon Fri 0HER 12.15pm – 
12.45pm 

Mindfulness KS1 Mrs Dupuy Fri 0STA 12.30pm – 1pm 


