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Dear Parents, 

Every year, schools receive School Sports Premium Funding. We would like to share with you how 

the funding was used during 2016-17 and the impact it had for our children and school. 

Braunton Learning Community 

Every year, we join Braunton Learning Community (BLC) using part of our School Sports Premium. 

Together, we organise festivals for children of all abilities and competitive events. Some of these 

events lead on to qualifying for events in North Devon and then County finals. An element of our 

training is developed and delivered in partnership with the BLC (see section below). A member of 

the BLC also attends PEDPASS meetings and provides feedback to the Learning Community, so we 

receive regular and useful P.E. updates. 

Training and development 

As a group, Braunton Learning Community organise training opportunities for staff to improve the 

level of P.E. teaching across the community. Training in two specific areas was identified and agreed 

by the BLC for this year (3-way differentiation in Games, Gymnastics). Unfortunately both of these 

events had to be postponed, but will be delivered in the coming academic year. The BLC did deliver 

training for our Meal Time Assistants (MTAs), who attended a course in October to provide ideas for 

active and fun playtimes. Through the BLC, training is also delivered in partnership with the local 

Games Coordinator. This year staff will be attending a Tennis CPD event at Great Torrington School 

organised by the School Games Organiser for North Devon. A third strand of our training provision is 

delivered by in-house specialists. We have arranged for training in Dance for the coming year, 

delivered by one of our own members of staff. 

Swimming 

Living in Braunton and close to the sea, we feel it is particularly important for children at Southmead 

to be confident and safe in the water. All children are therefore offered additional swimming in line 

with the Devon Swim 100 programme. As a result, a significant amount of Sports Premium Funding is 

allocated to this activity. All children in Year 3 are offered swimming as part of the curriculum. Allie 

Priddis, a class teacher and swimming coach, assesses children across Years 4, 5 and 6 annually. 

Children are selected for additional swimming based on their swimming ability and confidence in the 

water. She has worked with children to develop stamina, confidence and self rescue skills. This has 

also helped to increase children’s activity levels. 

As participants in the new Devon Swim 100 programme, all of the children who have attended 

swimming lessons this academic year have demonstrated water skills that have been newly taught 

and which they have not previously demonstrated. 

For the Year 5/6s, who swam in the Autumn term, 40% achieved the 'Swimmer 50' award, 36% 

achieved the 'Swimmer' 25 award, 21% achieved the 'Swimmer 2' award and 3% the 'Swimmer 1' 

award. Working through this programme meant that 76% of all swimmers attending 

achieved/exceeded the minimum National Curriculum standard. 

For the Year 3 swimmers, who swam in the Spring term, 21% achieved ‘Swimmer 50’, 43% achieved 

‘Swimmer 25’, 30% achieved ‘Swimmer 2’, and 6% achieved ‘Swimmer 1’. This means that 64% of all 

Year 3 swimmers have already achieved/exceeded the minimum National Curriculum standard. 

Year 6 pupils from last year (2016/17) who had met the minimum NC standard of being able to swim 

at least 25m.  There were a total of 27 leavers. 23 children had met the standard, 2 had not met the 

standard and 2 were un-assessed because they were late starters during the academic year.  In 



percentage terms, 92% of children met the standard from assessed swimmers (85% if you take the 

figure from the entire cohort). 

Cross-curricular learning and Playtimes 

We had new playground markings last year and this has enabled and encouraged children across 

both Key Stages to enjoy active lunchtimes and active cross curricular learning during this academic 

year. These markings are also used as part of active learning in KS1. A group of children in Year 2 

showed their leadership skills and worked with other children at lunchtime to teach them their 

games. For KS2, a number of children recently attended a Volleysport leadership training session 

(organised by the BLC) and will soon start using their new skills to encourage children to become 

more active at lunchtimes, with designated games areas on the field and playground. 

Clubs 

All of our clubs are offered to children of all abilities. 

Once again our provision of school clubs this year reflected our commitment to offering a wide 

range of active clubs to children, in order to encourage and engage more children in active lifestyles. 

Some of these clubs were also organised to create school teams. This helped to build commitment 

from the children and team spirit, as well as offering training opportunities for children. Children 

have been offered the opportunity to compete in local tournaments linked to club sports, including 

football, netball, cross country, tennis, and tag rugby. 

A number of clubs were offered after school and at lunchtime so that we could capture a wider 

group of children. 

Active clubs on offer during the year included: 

Autumn and/or Spring terms 

Cross country running club 

Dance club 

Football 

Mindfulness 

Netball 

Skills to play (mini sports games): EYFS, Yr1; Yr2, Yr3 

Skipping (lunchtime) 

Tag Rugby 

Summer term 

Country dancing 

Cricket 

Football 

Marlins fitness 

Mindfulness 

Rounders 

Skipping (lunchtime) 

Tennis 



A rolling system of reserves allocation ensured that each of these clubs was at full capacity, in terms 

of place availability, throughout each term. 

Highlights from some of these events included 2nd place for Southmead at the KS2 Swimming gala, 

Silver for the Yr4 Girls team at the Stephen’s Shield regional Cross Country event, Silver for the same 

team at the Devon Winter Games County Finals, and team Silvers across the board in the most 

recent North Devon Aquathlon (Ilfracombe). 

Skills to Play club offered children in KS1 an introduction to a range of sports. This was a popular club 

and was organised into two groups (EYFS and Yr1, separate from Yr2 and Yr3), to ensure all children 

who wanted a space were given an opportunity to participate. 

Skipping club was offered to KS1 at lunchtime. This helped to engage children who were unable to 

attend clubs after school. Many children have joined in with skipping and will continue with their 

skipping skills at lunchtime and playtime when the club is not running. Marlins fitness (land-based 

swimming training) and Mindfulness (balance and flexibility) were introduced to Southmead for the 

very first time during the Summer Term. 

The Bikeability (cycling proficiency) course was again offered to children in Year 5, to encourage 

them to use and enjoy bicycles safely. 

Participation 

During the school year, children are surveyed on their participation in clubs and formalised activities 

(both in and outside of school). The surveys were undertaken in the Autumn and the Summer terms. 

The results of the Autumn term survey have now been shared with the Governing body, but the 

results of the Summer term survey are still being collected, collated and analysed. 

While a within-year comparison is therefore not yet available, it is possible to compare the Autumn 

term survey with the results from last year (2015-2016). Although the results show an increase of 

inactive children in KS1, there was a fall in the number of inactive children in KS2, bringing the two 

groups into parity, at about one quarter of each Key Stage. 

Inactive children Autumn 2015 Autumn 2016 

KS1 13% 23% 

KS2 32% 24% 

It should be remembered that these data reflect participation in formal activities (regular lessons, 

clubs, etc.).  The data do not include ways of keeping active in informal ways (ad hoc swimming, 

family cycling or walking, etc.).  In addition, all children across the school were offered opportunities 

to participate in active festivals throughout the year, and participation in these events has not been 

included in these figures.  In line with recent years, it is anticipated that the Summer term survey will 

again show the number of inactive children falling further, through offering children extra active 

opportunities, such as additional swimming, a range of new clubs, and Volleysport coaching. 

Sports Premium Funding 

Sports Premium Funding is allocated to schools on the basis of £8,000 and an additional payment of 

£5 per pupil.  As a result, Southmead received £9,293 in the current year, in order to: develop or add 

to the PE and sport activities that our school offers and to make improvements that will benefit 

pupils joining the school in future years. 

 

 

 

 



Expenses 

A breakdown of headline expenses incurred during this year is provided in the table below. 

 

Next Steps for 2016-17 

We will continue to work with Braunton Learning Community to provide festivals for all children. 

There will also be opportunities for competitions, with teams initially selected through our clubs. 

There will also be further training opportunities for staff in the coming year. 

Due to the impact of swimming across years 4, 5 and 6, we will continue to offer additional 

swimming to selected children. This will continue to increase activity, ability and knowledge of water 

safety. All Year 3 children will again be offered swimming as part of their P.E. curriculum. 

Our two KS1 Skills to Play clubs and the KS2 Cross Country running club were all very popular this 

year and will return in the Autumn term. 

A focus this year will be to encourage active learning across the curriculum, which will be aided by 

play leaders for KS1 and Volleysport leaders and designated sports play-spaces for KS2. 

We welcome and appreciate parent volunteers to help with the running of our clubs and to support 

children during their attendance at competitions and festivals. If you are able to help with any of our 

clubs or events, please let the office know. 

We are continuing to make plans for the coming year to increase activity and develop sport further 

across the school. If you have any ideas you would like to share with us, we would like to hear from 

you! 

Kind Regards, 

Mr Corney and Mrs Priddis. 


