
Report on Year 3 / 4 Red Ball Tennis Competition 

Tarka Tennis Centre – October 2018 
 

On Wednesday 10th October, Southmead had the fantastic opportunity to 

attend the Year 3/ 4 Tennis competition held at the Tarka Tennis Centre. Eight 

schools from North Devon attended with 21 teams in total. 

  

Southmead were allowed to take 3 teams of 4; 

a tough selection process from the high 

standard of children that came along to try 

out. Informal tennis matches were held at 

school and the following teams were selected; 

Team A (Year 4): Harry, Mia, Leo, Reuben. 

Team B (Year 4): Selasi, Lyra, Eben, Amelie. 

Team C (Year 3): Ella, Jenson, Jonah, Lani. 

 

Over the course of the morning, the teams 

played up to 7 matches per person with the 

winner being the first player to score 7 points. 

The points were collectively counted towards each team’s overall total, instilling 

a great sense of team spirit and easing the pressure on individuals.  

 

Team A had an absolutely stunning morning with all 

players winning a collective 28 matches!  

 

                         

                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Team B had some tough matches but improved greatly over the morning to win 

11 out of 24 matches, whilst our Year 3’s in Team C who took on mainly Year 4 

teams won 12 out of 24 matches. 

 



 

As the draw for the quarter finals drew closer, the 

teams became more nervous with anticipation. 

Southmead were rewarded with Team A and C 

selected to play quarter final matches. Team A played 

Caen A, winning 28 vs 15 and Team C superbly beat 

West Buckland C, a Year 4 team. 

  

Everyone was ecstatic to make it through to the 

Semi’s but the draws were tough. Team A played 

West Buckland A: their determination and focus was 

outstanding but unfortunately they lost 16 vs 28. 

West Buckland however did go on to win overall. Team C rose in confidence and 

self-belief to take on a superb Year 4 team, Woolacombe C. The matches were 

extremely tough and, unfortunately, the team lost 8 vs 28. Overall Southmead 

Team A placed 3rd and Southmead Team C placed 4th; fantastic! 

  

All players were exemplary role models for the school; well behaved, polite, 

determined and focused with great sportsmanship. The mental strength they 

have learnt from this event will certainly pay dividends in the future. 

  

A special thanks goes to all our parent helpers and carers whom assisted in 

transporting the children, with a special thankyou to Mrs Green who dedicated 

her day to make our attendance at the event possible. 

  

Mrs Nicholls – PE Governor   
 


