
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                       

18th May 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers and Pupils 

As we enter the 9th week of lockdown (including Easter), I am writing to thank you for your 

continued support and all of the work you and your children are doing at home. 

There has been a lot of discussion since Boris Johnson’s speech, where he announced primary 

schools would look to re-open on Monday 1st June for EYFS (Reception), Year 1 and Year 6.  I must 

inform you that whilst here at Southmead, we have always been working towards returning to 

school after the May half-term, this was only a date that we had chosen to work towards to give us 

something to aim for.  Like you, we heard the official guidance on Sunday 10th May and have been 

working tirelessly since then to put our plans into place for the possible return for some year groups 

on 1st June. 

I have been liaising with staff, our Governing Body, Headteachers in our Braunton Learning 

Cooperative Trust and our networks of local and national school contacts including Devon County 

Council.  The local authority has also been working with headteacher representatives and DCC staff 

across many departments (Education, HR, Legal, Health and Safety, Insurance and Public Health) to 

provide schools and therefore parents, with a consistent message about the decisions that need to 

be taken.  I sent out Devon County Council’s letter on Friday. 

Thank you for completing the initial surveys last week.  The results have supported our planning for 

the potential opening for EYFS (Reception), Year 1 and Year 6 from 1st June.  However, this date is by 

no means confirmed and the Government has indicated that it could change depending on infection 

rates.  We are striving to ensure we follow Government guidance, supported by Devon County 

Council, as well as factoring in the needs of our pupils, staff and families – no easy job I can assure 

you. 

We want to get it right for our children.  The Education Secretary, Gavin Williamson, said, “We owe it 

to the children …” to get them back to school and we are doing everything we can to make this 

happen.  The Government has also expressed a desire to extend provision to all Primary School year 

groups (Years 2 – 5) so they have an opportunity to attend school for some part of the Summer 

term, although no dates have yet been mentioned for this. 

Whilst I know the first surveys just asked for your initial thoughts, we now need to provide you with 

further information to make an informed decision for your child and your family.  Please complete 

this new survey:  https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScTZVrrk_QR-

PLtrHD_CyzFphpldAQ7MD7YxSU4LNogQqidcw/viewform so we have confirmed numbers of children 

who will be returning during w/c 1st June 2020. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScTZVrrk_QR-PLtrHD_CyzFphpldAQ7MD7YxSU4LNogQqidcw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScTZVrrk_QR-PLtrHD_CyzFphpldAQ7MD7YxSU4LNogQqidcw/viewform


I would be lying to say school is going to be as it was before we closed but we are very conscious 

that we need to make it just as welcoming, happy and safe as it normally is, as well as following all of 

the Government and medical guidance. 

You may have seen the pictures circulating the internet which show sectioned off areas and military-

style routines for children during the day.  Yes, we need to keep children, staff and their families as 

safe as possible but we also need to look after their well-being too.  They should feel comforted and 

safe whilst learning too – as they normally would. 

With this in mind, I would like to share our initial thoughts and plans for the 1st June.  Please be 

aware that these may change, as they have many times last week after new guidance is published. 

Key Actions/Changes: 

• EYFS  (Reception)will return on Monday 1st June. (Year 1 will aim to return on Tuesday 2nd 

June and Year 6 on Wednesday 3rd June.) This is to ensure we do the best we can for our 

EYFS (Reception) children and make the necessary adaptations whilst also making sure 

everyone is familiar with the introduced processes and the staffing levels to accommodate 

this. 

• Children will be in ‘Bubbles’ of no more than 15 children, in line with Government guidance, 

who will remain together throughout the day at school. Staff have already started to 

organise the ‘Bubbles’ factoring in friendships which we discussed with you during our 

Parents Evening calls.  To achieve this, we will need potentially 4 teachers and 4 classrooms, 

plus support staff.  This means, your child may not have their ‘normal’ teacher but we aim to 

have familiar faces in their ‘Bubble’ where we can.  We may not have full year groups 

initially so these numbers may be lower, but we must plan for full ‘Bubbles’ as some pupils 

may return over time and we must have the capacity, if possible. 

• If staff numbers reduce due to absences, we will need to reduce the school offer if we have 

no other means to cover classes.  We advise this might be at quite short notice. 

• For EYFS (Reception) pupils, we are currently trying to staff smaller ‘pods’ within a ‘Bubble’ 

as we know how difficult it will be for our younger children and staff. 

• Staff members will solely work with their ‘Bubble’ with teachers’ breaks and lunches covered 

released by a sole member of staff, again who only works with the 15 children.  We aim to 

do this every day, across the week. 

• There will be staggered start and end times for each Year group, utilising the various 

entrances that we are fortunate to have around the school. 

• Parents and carers will not be allowed onto the playgrounds.  Instead, we will look to use the 

green spaces at the front of our school and adapt the side entrance to a one way system, 

working in conjunction with Southmead Pre-School. 

• Children will need to use hand sanitisers on entry.  We have also purchased hand sanistising 

stations for every classroom doorway as well as additional tissues and lidded bins for each 

classroom. 

• There are posters around the school to remind children about hand washing, keeping to 2m 

distance where possible, one-way routes and staying safe. 

• During the course of the day, we have deployed a school cleaner to ensure all regular 

contact areas are wiped down regularly, soap and sanisitising stations are topped up and 



bins are emptied regularly. These will be left outside classrooms to prevent cross-

contamination of the ‘Bubbles.’ 

• We aim to use our EYFS (Reception) classrooms and Y1 classrooms to teach all of our 

returning EYFS (Reception) pupils.  The classrooms are identical in layout and also provide 

the opportunity for the outside learning where possible. 

• Year 2 and Year 3 classrooms will be used to teach the Year 1 returning pupils. 

• Year 5 and Year 6 classrooms will be used to teach the Year 6 returning pupils. 

• Year 4 classrooms will be used to provide Home Learning support for the Year 2, Year 3, Year 

4 and Year 5 Key Worker and Vulnerable pupils. 

• Please note, all non-essential teaching resources and items will be removed from classrooms 

and we are currently establishing individual ‘packs’ for our children to have for the duration, 

with their own pens, pencils etc.  Children will be allowed to bring their own pencil cases in 

for their use only, but we cannot be responsible for any losses/breakages. 

• Children will also have staggered break and lunch times with staff specifically for their 

‘Bubble’ only.  Children can play within their own ‘Bubble.’ 

• In order for staff to have time to organise classrooms and plan future lessons, school will be 
closed on a Friday afternoon at 12.30pm. 

• Lunchtime play equipment will be minimal, and the items that are out, will need to be wiped 

down before others can use. 

• Presently, we are considering the option of school packed lunches being provided for the 

first week initially, before finalising the logistics of providing our usual hot school dinners. 

• Separate play areas for our pupils.  We are extremely fortunate that we have our large Key 

Stage 1 and 2 playgrounds as well as our field.  As a result, we would initially look to use our 

Key Stage 1 playground for our EYFS (Reception) pupils, our Key Stage 2 playground for our 

Year 1 pupils and the field for our Year 6 pupils. 

• We have also had some discussions with Braunton Academy about some transition for our 

Year 6 pupils.  Mr Cammack (Braunton Academy Principal) and I will update you when 

details have been finalised.  We are also looking at transition days for our pupils going to 

other secondary schools and will update in due course. 

There’s further guidance for parents here:  Gov.uk information for parents 

Take care and keep safe. 

Mr N Plumb 

Headteacher 
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