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Wow! What a summer! With May, June and July positively brimming with sports events, we felt that the best 

way to share them all with you would be to collect them all into one Super Summer Sports Summary. And here it 

is! We hope you enjoy reading about the children’s achievements across a whole range of different sports, from 

swimming to cricket, and from running to tennis, in venues across the length and breadth of the county! 

 

We hope you have an enjoyable and active summer, and we look forward to sharing more sporting achievements 

with you in the new school year.  Happy holidays! 

Mrs Priddis and Mr Corney. 

 

Ilfracombe Aquathlon: 25th May 2018 

On Friday 25th  May, almost 300 primary school children from 13 schools across North Devon took part in the 

North Devon Aquathlon held at Ilfracombe Swimming Pool. 

 

The year 3 boys 

and girls. 

From left to right: 

Tane Langley-

Walker,  

Harry Baker, Louis 

Young, Ruben 

Capron, Leah 

Paylor, Grace 

Doré, Marcie 

Jones, Lyra 

Woollam-Dalling, 

Amelie Ballentyne. 

At the event, the children first had to 

swim a set distance in the pool 

depending on their year group (Year 3 – 

50m, Year 4 – 100m, Year 5 – 150m and 

Year 6 – 200m) before running up and 

around Hillsborough (one lap for Years 

3 and 4, two laps for Years 5 and 6). 

The children in each race were split 

into different ‘waves’ so rather than 

competing against other children just in 

front or behind them each child had to 

compete against the clock, against the 

times set by the other children across 

all waves in their race. 

Every single pupil representing Southmead displayed incredible determination and resilience to complete their 

respective distances as fast as possible, resulting in fantastic performances with both individual and team 

successes. In his very first aquathlon, Sawyer Dent achieved 3rd place out of 38 Year 3 competitors, being only 

one second off a silver medal! 

  
 

Sawyer and Honey  

Finishing strongly to win their respective medals. 

Three of our Year 6 boys 

Left to right: Ezra Young, Ed Cork and Henry Jones 
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In the Year 5 girls’ event, Honey Cotton produced an outstanding performance to win the gold medal by 15 

seconds, with team mate Amber Drake finishing close behind to win bronze. Our team of Year 6 boys, however, 

proved to be a true force to be reckoned with, with Henry Jones swimming and running his way to another gold 

medal for Southmead and Ed Cork finishing closely behind in silver medal position.  

 

Southmead also achieved tremendously well as a team in the schools competition, with top-three positions in six 

out of the eight individual categories. The Year 3 girls achieved overall 3rd place with the Year 3 boys claiming 

silver. The Year 4 girls achieved another 3rd place whilst the Year 6 girls came in silver medal position. 

Year 6 girls silver medallists 

Left to right: Grace Parkin; Isabel Dobrowski; Macy 

Nicholls; Anais Oosthuysen; Jess Cardew 

 

 

Our 3rd placed Year 4 girls team 

Left to Right: Missi Pearce, Isla Nicholls, Florrie 

Hadley, Issi Hebard, Emma Pittman, Ellie Bradford. 

The stars of the day, however, were the Year 5 girls and the Year 6 boys who both won their respective 

categories and brought back to Southmead two lovely trophies for their efforts. 

In the overall team competition, Southmead ended up finishing in a brilliant overall 3rd place behind Woolacombe 

and Caen, due to the depth of individual successes both within and outside the medal positions. 

The children couldn’t have produced such amazing performances without the effort, encouragement and team 

work put in by all members of the Southmead team. It was a real privilege to watch the support they gave one 

another both during and at the end of the races, so congratulations and a big well done to everybody! 

 

We would also like to thank all the fabulous parents who helped with the 

organisation of the children on the day, without which the day would not 

have been so successful. In particular, we would like to thank Ms Woollam, 

Mrs Walker, Mrs Dent, Mrs Bradford, Ms Guthrie, Mrs Ashton, Mrs 

Hadley, Mr Cardew, Mrs Jones and Ms Speedy, with a special thank you 

going to Mrs Nicholls who organised the hard job of hand-marking and 

helped with the co-ordination of the children on the day. We would also 

like to thank Sally Baker who couldn’t attend on the day but helped Helen 

Speedy with the unenviable task of matching each child with the right 

sized running vest! 

Some of the Year 5 girls enjoying  

their success 

Standing up: Poppy Williams,  

White T-shirt: Seren Hughes,  

Right: Amber Drake. 

What a fantastic day, what a result, and what a 
tremendous way to spend the last day of the half 
term!                  

Mrs Priddis & Mr Corney.  
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BLC Cross Country Running Competition: 18th June 2018 

 

In June, Southmead cross country running club organised and held an inter-

school cross country running competition for children in Year 3. Everyone in 

the running club took part, either running as part of the squad/reserves, or 

as part of the marshalling team. We were joined for the event by Young 

Sports Leaders from the Academy, who came to help our marshals ensure 

that everything ran smoothly, and by a number of parents who kindly gave up 

their afternoon to help us manage the event.  
What a team!  

Yr3 running squad and marshals. 

Four local schools took part from the Braunton Learning Community: 

Caen, Kingsacre, Marwood and Southmead. Each school was invited 

to enter a team of 5 boys and 5 girls, and almost 40 Yr3 runners and 

their supporters arrived for the event, eager and excited to take 

part in this new competition. Visiting schools were welcomed to the 

school and shown the course by a team of cheerful Year 4s and 5s. 

Fleet feet: 

Southmead’s 

winning girls’ 

team 

 

 

Runners 

and 

Hares 

When everyone was ready, the event started with a joint warm-up: Sports 

Leaders from Southmead led a warm up for all the runners from the 4 

schools, first the boys and then the girls. Amber Drake, Poppy Burridge, 

Hamish Reed and Alex Pitt from Year 5 took the visiting children through our 

warm up routine and did a splendid job preparing all of the runners for the 

event.   

Amber and Hamish then donned their Hi-Viz jerseys, 

ready to run as Hares. This is a really important job, as 

the Hares led the Yr3s, to help them find their way along 

the new route… but of course they had to run fast enough 

to stay ahead of the Yr3s! 

Fabulous 5: 

the top 5 

individual 

girls’ runners. 
 

 

The first and second girls through the line were from Caen and Marwood 

respectively, but with Bebe Josselyn in 3rd and Leah Paylor in 5th, Southmead 

managed two in the top five ... and with Lola Gerrard in 6th and Lyra Woollam-Dalling 

in 10th, all four scoring runners from Southmead were in the top 10! With a total of 

just 24 points, Southmead finished just ahead of Caen (on 28), to take first place 

as a team! 
Fantastic 5: the top five 

individual boys’ runners. 

The boys’ race was even more closely fought than the girl’s race. Harry 

Baker was determined to beat a fierce rival from Caen (and did, by two 

clear places), but was pipped at the post by a runner from Kingsacre, 

who slipped into 1st place. With Reuben Capron in 5th, Tane Langley-

Walker in 7th, Selasi Dzoboku in 12th and Brook Squire in 15th, it looked 

like Southmead would win. But on a recount, it was clear that there was 

actually a tie for first place, in terms of scores. So with Kingsacre’s 

first runner back first … the Kingsacre boys’ team took 1st place. Just! 

 
Brilliant boys:  

Southmead’s boys’ team 

This was the first time Southmead 

have run an event of this kind, so it was 

lovely that it was such a success, with 

lots of positive comments from visiting 

children, parents and staff…  

 … But the event was a true team effort, with everyone 

helping to make it a success. So thank you to our Yr4-5 

marshals, to the Academy Sports Leaders and to the 

parent volunteers. And well done to all the runners!                  

Mr Corney. 
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Year 5/6 Tennis Tournament: 20th June 2018 
The final tennis tournament of the year, held at the Tarka Tennis Centre, saw even more success for our very 

talented tennis players from Years 5 and 6. 

 

Our three pairs at the event were Olly Latu (Year 5) & Ed Cork (Year 6), Reuben Jones (Year 6) & Harry Hebard 

(Year 6), and Hamish Reed (Year 5) & Poppy Williams (Year 5), who all played against other schools from around 

North Devon in their respective pools. 

 

In Pool A, Olly and Ed produced fantastic performances to comfortably win all their matches against West 

Buckland, Kingsacre, Woolacombe and Swimbridge respectively, dropping only 5 points along the way.  Not to be 

outclassed in Pool B, Reuben and Harry fought Kingsacre in an extremely intense first game, finally beating them 

9-7 in the tie break. Boosted by this amazing win, they then went on to beat Our Lady’s, Woolacombe and Combe 

Martin without losing any further points. Meanwhile, in Pool C, Poppy and Hamish produced classy performances 

to beat Kingsacre, Our Lady’s and North Molton but lost a hard-fought battle against West Buckland in their 2nd 

match. 

 

 

 
Ed and Olly  Reuben and Harry 

As a result of the group stage successes, all three pairs made it through to the semi-final stage within their 

Pools. In Pool A, Olly and Ed faced West Buckland. It was a tight contest but unfortunately they narrowly 

missed out on a place in the final by only 2 points. Harry and Reuben’s semi-final in Pool B, also against West 

Buckland, was even tighter. After 8 games the score was 4-4, meaning that a tie-break had to be played. The 

score remained neck and neck throughout the tie-break but sadly their rivals just pipped them to a place in the 

finals, by only 1 point! In Pool C, Hamish and Poppy were determined to go one step further than their team 

mates and displayed great team work against North Molton. Their grit and determination paid off and they 

produced a fantastic win of 10-8 to reach the final! 
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Yet again, they had to face the 

team from West Buckland that had 

beaten them, earlier, in the Pool 

matches. The game was close with 

Poppy and Hamish producing some 

fantastic shots to win 7 points 

against their opponents. Sadly, it 

wasn’t quite enough and the final 

score was 10-7 to West Buckland. 

 

Hamish and Poppy celebrating 

reaching their Pool final! 

We would like to say a huge thank you to Matt Cardew, our parent lead for the event and to the parents who 

helped to transport the children to the venue and help look after them on the day. We are unable to attend 

these events without such parental support. 

 

Finally, a massive well done must go to all six children who represented Southmead. We are all very proud of you 

and what you have achieved.                                                                                    Mrs Priddis and Matt Cardew. 

 

Devon Summer School Games: 20th June 2018 
On Wednesday 20th June, Southmead had the privilege to take four Year 4 pupils to the Devon School Summer 

Games held at Plymouth Albion RFC. The pupils were able to attend through winning a second place position at the 

Yr 3/4 Mini Red Tennis qualifying competition held at the Tarka Tennis Centre earlier on in the term. The team 

was Issi Hebard, Isla Nicholls, Tommy Ashton and Reuben Rodwell. 

  

The Summer Games celebrates sportsmanship and the teams attending were able to compete for the spirit of 

the games awards; teamwork, honesty, respect, self-belief, passion and determination. Teams came from around 

the county to compete in sports ranging from Golf, Rounders, Tag Rugby and Quad Kids with additional taster 

activities, such as disc golf and cheer-leading also being run. 

 

Southmead represented North Devon in the Tennis along with West 

Buckland who were superb allies and extremely supportive. 15 

schools took part in the tennis competition (all highly placed in their 

own regional competitions) and the matches were based on the first 

to 10 points. Southmead had 4 teams to play in Box C and won all 

matches against Sidmouth (37 vs 11), St Margarets (37 vs 11), Kings 

– Plymouth (34 vs 17) and St Leonards (35 vs 18); incredible! 

Southmead were immensely proud of their achievements, 

considering the talent that was representing the whole of Devon! 

Fabulous four! 

Tommy, Reuben, Issi and Isla 
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Having easily qualified for the semi-finals, Southmead were once again drawn against West Buckland. Though the 

team played at a very high standard, West Buckland won (36 vs 13) and went on to deservedly win the final. 

Southmead played Bradley Burton in a play-off for third place and it was so close with two members from each 

team winning their matches. With just one point in it, Southmead were defeated (30 vs 29). Although they were 

disappointed, the team were extremely proud of coming 4th in the Devon Summer Games (4th in the county!!) and 

were superb ambassadors for Southmead. 

  

A special mention goes to Issi Hebard who was awarded the spirt of the games ‘Passion’ award for her 100% 

commitment and never giving up. Fantastic! 

 

Issi with her Spirit 

of the Games ‘Passion’ 

award 

 

The children would not have been able to attend this special event without the invaluable support of Mrs Nicholls 

and Mrs Hebard who not only arranged to transport the children to the event but also provided them with 

fabulous motivational talks throughout the day. Thank you! 

Mrs Priddis and Sarah Nicholls. 

 

 

Inter-school quick cricket competition: 5th July 2018 

 

Two Southmead 

teams participated in 

a cricket tournament 

at Braunton Cricket 

Club on Thursday 5th 

July.  Both teams 

showed accurate 

bowling, hard hitting, 

superb catching and 

excellent fielding. 
 

Grace Parkin and Archie Goddard Defending the wicket: Olly Latu 
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Rhys Hadley captained the B team well by organising the field placing and deciding which pair would bat or bowl 

next.   Particular mention must go to Olly Latu who took some fantastic catches.  As they did not win any of the 

pool matches, they went into the plate competition.  Here they won the next two matches with great 

determination and thoroughly enjoyed the day. 

  
Coming on to bat:  

Isabel Dobrowski takes her turn at the stumps. 
All rise! 

The Southmead team collect their medals. 

Henry Jones captained the A team with excellent knowledge of the game.  Hitting many boundaries, their runs 

score was high.  Highlights were Reuben hitting two sixes onto the roof of the clubhouse, Jess and Grace’s 

batting partnership, Ed’s bowling and, not to be outdone, Harry and Finley G also hitting sixes.  They won all 

their pool matches and went into the semi-final. 

 

Howzat! Southmead’s cracking cricketers relax in the sunshine. 

In the final, they played a team that they had already beaten.  However, this time they did not succeed, but 

showed great cricketing skill and sportsperson like behaviour, coming an honourable second in the competition. 

Well played, everyone!   

Mrs Cooper 
 


