
Hazel wrote a fantastic dinosaur story. We were so impressed with her writing effort 

that we have turned it into a reading activity for all of Year 3 to enjoy! Anyone can 

email in their writing (photo or computer written), as we are always keen to create 

activities from some of your work!  

Step 1: Read Hazel’s story 

A Close Call by Hazel Parkin 

A long, long time ago, dinosaurs lived on the earth.  There weren’t just 

dinosaurs, there were also prehistoric reptiles.   

Our story will start on land, in a Spinosaurus nest.  There was only one egg 

in this nest.  All of a sudden, the egg began to hatch but there were no 

dinosaurs around to care for the Spinosaurus baby.  After he hatched, he 

looked around for his parents. 

While this was happening, our story moves under the sea.  A baby 

Plesiosaur was being looked after by his parents who had gone hunting for 

food for him.  He didn’t know that danger was just around the corner… 

Back with the baby Spinosaurus, he hoped that his parents had gone 

hunting for food for him.  He was right!  His nest was on a beach so he 

went to explore. 

The Plesiosaur had no idea that he was being hunted so he slowly fell 

asleep.  From behind the rocks, swam a humongous Spinosaurus.  The 

baby was still fast asleep, the Spinosaurus got closer and closer until it was 

so near she was making the rocks crumble around the baby… 

Then, the baby Spinosaurus got bored of exploring so he headed back to 

the nest, except he didn’t know where it was!  He started to look for his 

parents, he first looked in the water, he had been born knowing how to 

swim so he jumped in and swam under the waves. 

The baby Plesiosaur woke because of the crashing rocks and started to cry 

for his parents once he saw the Spinosaurus.  No one came so he cried 

and cried, again and again.  Still, no one came.  The hungry Spinosaurus 

was so close, the Plesiosaur baby could see her razor sharp, meat-eating 

teeth.  He knew that there was no way he could get away because he was 

only a baby and she would catch him easily.  Suddenly, from around the 

corner, swam a small Spinosaurus baby.  The female Spinosaurus turned 

around because it her baby!  They swam back to land together.  The 



Plesiosaur’s parents returned with food for their baby, they had no idea 

what had just happened! 

Step 2: Draw pictures of baby dinosaurs from Hazel’s story. 

Extra step 2: If you have dinosaur toys at home, why don’t you act out the story with 

them! 

Step 3: Answer these questions about Hazel’s story! 

a. How many baby dinosaurs were there? 

b. Where were their nests? 

c. Which dinosaur was bored? 

d. What did the bored dinosaur do? 

e. Which dinosaur had sharp teeth? 

f. Did the parents of the Plesiosaur know what had happened? 

Step 4: What was your favourite part of the story and why?  

My favourite part was when the hungry spinosaur snapped his teeth! 

Extra: Can you illustrate the story? 


