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Earth’s Moon
Earth has one moon. It can sometimes be seen in the sky. 
The Moon is the brightest object in the sky after the Sun. 
The Moon is smaller than Earth.

The Moon is shaped like a ball. 
It has a grey surface that is made of rock and dust. 
There are mountains, valleys and volcanoes on the Moon, 
as well as holes, called “craters”.  
Some craters are tiny, and some are huge.  
The craters were made when lumps of rock and metal 
fell from space and hit the Moon.

There is no life on the Moon. 
There is no air or water, although ice has been found. 
The Moon gets very cold and very hot.

The dark areas of 
the Moon are called 

“maria”, or seas.  
They are filled with 

dark rocks, not water.
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Orbiting Earth
The Moon orbits, or moves around, Earth. 
It takes about one month for the Moon to orbit Earth once.

While the Moon orbits Earth, it also spins on its axis. 
It takes about one month for the Moon to spin around once.

The Moon has two sides: the near side and the far side.  
The near side of the Moon always faces Earth. 
The far side cannot be seen from Earth.

The Moon spins on its axis as it orbits Earth. The same side of the Moon always faces Earth.
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The Phases of the Moon
The Moon makes no light of its own.  
It shines because it reflects the Sun’s light. 

As the Moon orbits Earth,  
sunlight falls on different parts of it at different times.  
From Earth, the Moon appears to change shape.  
The different shapes of the Moon are called “phases”.

Half Moon

A Half Moon looks like half a circle.  

A Half Moon can be seen after a New Moon  

and also after a Full Moon.

Full Moon

When Earth is between the Moon and the Sun,  

the Moon looks like a circle. This is a Full Moon.

The main phases of the Moon are:

New Moon

When the Moon is between Earth and the Sun, 

the Moon looks dark. This is a New Moon.
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People on the Moon
The Moon is billions of years old. 

In 1969, astronauts landed on the Moon for the first time.  
They wore spacesuits to stay alive. 
The first people to walk on the Moon  
were Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin.  
Neil Armstrong’s famous words were:  
“That’s one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind.”

The Moon’s gravity is much less than Earth’s gravity. 
It was easy for astronauts walking on the Moon to take huge steps. 
Astronauts also travelled over the Moon in special cars called “rovers”.

Since 1969, twelve astronauts have walked on the Moon. 
One day in the future, people may be able to live on the Moon.

Retell this Description
Read this description again.
Record yourself as you retell the description.
Listen to the recording. 
Check! Did you remember most things in the description?

Questions about The Moon
1 How many moons orbit Earth?
2 Why is the Sun the brightest object in the sky?
3 How were the craters on the Moon made?
4 Why are there no plants or animals on the Moon?
5 How long does it take for the Moon to orbit Earth?
6 Why does the Moon look dark when it is between Earth and the Sun? 
7 Why does a Half Moon look like half a circle?
8 How did the spacesuits keep the astronauts alive? 
9 What did Neil Armstrong’s famous words mean?

Th
e 

M
oo

n 
PM

 L
ev

el
 2

2

Buzz Aldrin was the 
second man to walk 
on the moon. Neil 
Armstrong took this 
famous photo of him.


