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I think board games are better than video games.  
Board games are played on a hard board, 
with playing pieces that people move around. 

Video games are different. They are played on a computer  
or television screen, or the screen on a phone. 

First of all, I believe board games are better than video games  
because people can play while they are with their friends.  
They can talk and laugh among themselves while waiting for their turn.  
At the end of the game, everybody can give the winner a pat on the back. 

When people play a video game, they often play on their own.  
If they play against other people, they are usually not in the same room. 
This is not as much fun.
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Second, I think that board games are better  
because the players can touch the things they are playing with.  
When people play the board game “Snakes and Ladders”,  
they use a playing piece to climb up the ladders  
and slide down the snakes.  
This makes the game feel more real than playing on a screen. 

The third reason I like board games  
is that these games have rules that have been written down.  
The rules are usually very clear and they stay the same. 

Some video games don’t have clear rules.  
If you are playing on your own,  
you might not be able to work out how to play the game correctly.  
Also, the rules sometimes change when you reach a more difficult level.
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My brother Cooper believes that video games  
are much better than board games.  
He thinks board games are boring, while video games are fun. 

Cooper says that the best video games  
have bright colours, music and fast action.  
He likes games where players can choose their own powers 
at the beginning of the game,  
and discover new worlds inside the game. 
He believes this is more exciting than rolling dice  
and moving pieces on a board.

Cooper also thinks that video games are better  
because they are quick to set up.  
All you have to do is switch on the computer, television or phone 
and start the game.  
He feels that some board games take too long to set up.  
The players start with lots of pretend money  
or many different kinds of cards, 
and it can take a long time to lay everything out.
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Another reason Cooper likes playing video games  
is that he can play against his friends, 
no matter where they live. 

Finally, Cooper believes that players  
need more skill to play a video game. 
He says it is possible to win  
some board games just by having good luck.  
For example, a player might roll the dice  
and get the perfect number to win the game.

Although Cooper thinks board games are boring,  
I think they are a great way to spend time  
with your friends.

Retell this Discussion
Read this discussion again.
Record yourself as you retell the discussion.
Listen to the recording. 
Check! Did you remember most things in the discussion?

Questions about Board Games versus Video Games
1 What are board games?
2 Why is it fun to play board games with friends?
3 How does the sense of touch matter when playing board games?
4 Why should games be played correctly?
5 Why would Cooper feel bored when playing board games?
6 Why do some video games allow players to choose their own powers?
7 What does no matter where they live mean?
8 What skills are needed to play video games?
9 What kinds of board games or video games would someone who was blind like to play?
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